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a report in writing of the result of such exa-
inatioji in the record book.

I cannot see why a police or resident magis-
trate would not do as well as an industrial
magistrate. Much of this measure has been
taken from the Mines Regulation Act, in-
eluding the provision that where an accident
has proved fatal the place shall not be in-
terfered with until the coroner has granted
permission. I take no exception to provision
for any necessary precaution, but when
a clause is lifted out of an Act and the term
mine is altered to timber industry, incon-
ruities are likely to occur that may have to

be rectified in Committee.
Hon. J1. Nicholson: That would apply if

a man cut his finger.
Hon. H. STEWART: Such all injury

would be hardly likely to prove fatal.
Hon. J. 'Nicholson: But where an accident

has occurred the place shall not be inter-
fered with.

Hon. H. STEWART: The interjection is
quite to the point.

Hon. J. Cornell: Men in the mines sustain
cut fingers and a similar provision applies.

Hon. H. STEWART: The bon. member
was not in his place when I was dealing with
that phase of the question. Coining to the
regulations I direct attention to paragraphs
<15), (16) and (17). It is provided-

The Governor may make regulations for all
or any of the purposes following, that is to
say :-(15) Rtequiring bush lines to be cleared
of dangerous trees to a prescribed width, and
for the patrolling of line&f (16) For the clear-
ing of house sites of dangerous trees. (17)
'To regulate the construction of bush landings
and mill landings, and for the prevention of
overcrowding of logs at such lnndflngs.

The only reason why I comment on those
paragrapThs is-

Hon. J. Nicholson: That they are drawing
the long bow?

Hon. H. STEWART: No; those are mat-
ters on which it is particularly difficult to
frame a series of regulations. A good deal
would depend on the personality of the men
who, as inspectors, were administerir& the
measure. It is important that the right men
be chosen for the positions of inspectors,
men fully conversant with all phases of the
industry. I support the second reading.

On motion by Ron. Sir William Lathlain,
debate adjourned.

House adjournsed at 10.7 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--YACHTSMEN, COM-
PETENCY.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for
Works: Will he cause inquiries to be made
concerning a recommendation submitted
through the Chief Secretary to the Chief
Harbour Master relative to ensuring that
only competent yachtsmen shall be allowed
to handle sailing boats on the river7

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE (for the Minister for
Works) replied: This matter is receiving
consideration, and a reply is awaited from
the Boat Licensing Hoard, to which body it
was referred on the 20th ultimo.

QUESTION-NORTH-WEST COAST,
SURVEY.

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier: Will
he endeavour to secure the services of one of
the survey warships now in Australian
waters with a view to surveying the North-
West coast?

The PREMIER replied: Representations
in this matter will be made to the Federal
Government

BILL-DENTISTS ACT AMEDMEINT,

Introduced by Hon. S. W. Munsie (Hon-
orary Minister), and read a first time.
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ANNIVAL ESTIMATBS,
1926-27.

In Committee Of. Supply.

Resumed from the 11th November-, Mx.

Lutey in the Chair.

r-ote-Railways, Tramways, and Electric-

ity Supply, £37,127,000 (partly considered):

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [4.37]: 1 wish
to suggest to the Minister for Railways that
he now consider the advisableness of sepa-
rating the Electricity Branch from the Rail-
way Department as regards the manager of
the Elecutricity Branch reporting through
Colonel Pope to the Minister for Railways.
Last session I asked a question as to instal-
lation of electric cookers at Cottesloc, and I
was permitted by the Government to peruse
the file on the subject. That file showed
clearly that the manager of the Electricity
Branch, MAlr. Taylor, -was being hampered in

-extending his department because he could
not convince the Commissioner of Railways
of the advisability of his schemes. There-
fore, wheon the Minister for Railways had to
(lecide the question, he was confronted with
hostile observations by the Commissioner of
Railways. The Committee will agree, T think,
that the time has arrived when an expert
like M~r. Taylor should he able to report
direct to the Minister, and not be hampered
by the Commissioner of RailwayF, seeing
that the two officers are separate, in a way,
and have different objectives. Naturally, in
such circumstances, there must he conflict if
one officer is able to cheek the other in his
work. The file showed clearly that Mr.
Taylor exhausted his patience in attempting
to convey to the Commissioner of Railways
certain knowledge he had wilh regard to his
own partieular branch, namely as to whether
stoves should be installed at Cottesloe. The
minutes show that the Commissioner of
Railways was putting questions about the
liFe of the stoves, and things of that sort,
which, after all, were not his concern. It is
asking too much of the Commissioner of
Railways to expect him to have any control
or cheek over the peregrinations md devel-
opments of electricity supply as it extends
over the State. The time has arrived when
the Electricity Branch should he able to ex-
tend by itself and to report direct to the
Minister for Railways so long as that gentle-
man holds portfolios covering the two sets
of activities. Surely it is enough that the

Treasurer should do the pruning and decide
whether money is to he expended or not
upon the two departments. It is hard on
the manager ot a struggling department to
have to run the gauntlet of the criticism of
the Commissioner of Railways, who himself,
as wre know, could spend millions of pounds
to-day on his own department if the money
were available. It is for those reasons I
urge that the Minister for Railways should
now consider the advisability of trying to
arrange for direct representations being
made by the Electricity Branch to himself,
instead of representations being made
through the Commissioner of Railways. I
think the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert) strongly urged the same matter last
session, and I feel sure that at bay rate
he in this Committee will support my sug-
gestion. Referring now to the Claremont
tramways, there has been considerable agi-
tation in the district for the extension of the
existing Claremont route to Perth via Craw-
ley. The contention advanced by the resi-
dents of the district is that by this means the
route to Perth would be shortened and a
great deal of mileage saved in hauling, and
also that money would be saved generally
and better facilities provided. I do not
press the point in any way from an expert
knowledge of the service, or as the result of
having given the matter a great deal of atten-
tion, but merely as a request on the part of
the residents who, having gone into the ques-
tion fairly fully, feel there is a great deal
to be said in favour of the proposal.

Mr. Marshall: The building of that tramn-
way represents a waste of money unless it
is continued through from Crawley to Perth.

Mr. NORTH: Raving spent thousands of
pounds on a tramway line which, as it ex-
ists b-day, unfortunately, is almost. a white
elephant, we might do well to spend a few
more thousand pounds to put the position
in order.

Mlr. Marshall: The line should never have
been put there at all.

Mr. Richardson: Why not?

Mlr4 NORTHT: In the light of our pre
sent knowledge it appears that the route
might have been better served by motor
buises than by a tramline. Taking the thing
as, we find it, we have a white elephant, and
the Minister for Railways would do well tc
give every consideration to adding the half-
mile or s;o of track which would complete E
circuit round the river and give dleceni
facilities. In that way the line mighbt be-
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come more payable than it is to-day, The
only other point 1 have to raise on this
vote is the question of what the Government
propose to do, faced as they are with empty
trains running between Perth and Fre-
mantle. The question is a difficult one to
deal with, because the line is there and the
trains must be run. I suppose there airc no
means of running petrol coaches on the line.
Apart from the main road service of motor
buses, there has been installed from Cottes-
boe to Perth a most satisfactory quarter-of-
an-hour service by motors running through
the district and taking passengers right into
the City. That service must make further
inroads on the Commissioner's passengers
between thie City and the port. I therefore
should like the Minister to tell us, when re-
plying, whether the department have any
ideas as to how best they can use the exist-
ing railway facilities between Perth and
Fremantle. There has been some talk of
building- a railway south of the river and of
constructing another bridge. No doubt
we shall hear about these things in
due course front the Government. I do
not wish to anticipate. The Government
might, however, face the fact that for all
time there will be the need for two lines to
the port in order that the goods traffic may
be coped with. Possibly, as time goes on,
the Government may apply motor transport
and tramways for the conveyance of pas-
sengers and use the main line largely for
the conveyance of wheat, phosphates, and so
on. Thus they would have an easy solution
of the difficulty. It is obvious, I repeat. that
for all time there must he a double line of
railway to the port through from Northam,
so as to provide for the carriage of wheat,
phosphates, and so forth. Therefore it may
possibly prove a blessing in disguise that
the Perth-Fremantle railway line should be
relieved of passenger traffic and he practic-
ally restricted to the transport of freight.
On behalf of the district I represent, I am
anxions to hear an indication from the Gov-
ernment as to what they intend to do in thatt
respect, especially -when the Loan Estimates
coine forward.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [4.441: In ad-
dressina myself to this Vote I desire, first
of all, to congratulate everybody concerned,
from the Mfinister for 'Railways downwards,
on the railway methods that have been
adopted during_ all the years that I have

been connected with the public life of this
State. To those methods I attribute our
comparative immnunity from accident, an
imm unity which is remarkable considering
the enormous mileage of railways Western
Australia has. Comparing our accident re-
cord -with those of the Eastern States and
other countries, I venture to say that
Wlestera Aus1tralia stands alone as regards
the manner in which tratic is controlled.
However, there aire one or two phases of
our railways that do not compare favour-
ably with some of the more modemn appli-
ances in the Eastern States. For instance,
the lighting of our carriages is obsolete. It
is time the Chief MNechanical Engineer de-
vised a better method.

Mr. Lambert: If they made the con-
ductors clean some of the lamps at times it
would not be so had.

i%r. STU:BES: That would not help very
much. Anyone who travels around the coun-
try must realise that the point I am taking
is an important one- The carriages are lit
from the roof. That umethod was in force
in Victoria 60 or 60 years ago. Why it is
continued in the construction of our new
carriages passes my comprehension.

The Minister for Railways: It is not.

Mr. STUBBS: It wauld not cost very
much more to have a light half-way down the
wall of the coach, so that people could read
comfortably. Nine- out of ten persons, espec-
ia~lly those who have reached middle age, find
it difficult to read by the lighting now
supplied. I should like the Minister,
when replying, to promise he will consult the
Chief Mechanical Engineer with a view to
bringing into vogue an improved lighting
system. I wish to draw attention, also, to
some of the time-tables on spur line; and
to the inordinate time it takes a train to
travel from Wagin to Collie. This prevents
many people taking advantage of the run
across to Bunbury or Busselton to enjoy a
holiday. It would be well if the department
speeded up the trains on some of our spur
lines. At times it takes five or six hours
to ruin a train from Wagin to Collie, and
the whole of the day to get to Banbury,
while the train service is about two per
week. No railway line can pay under such
conditions. If the department were to
frame their summer time table to give a
more frequent service and a shorter jour-
ney, it would be the means of bringing more
revenue to the department.
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Mr. A. Wansbrough: You want some
more motor coaches.

Mr. STUBBES: People in my electorate
tell me the reason why they do not use the
service across to Bunhury is that it takes
practically a whole day to travel a little
over 100 miles. So they use the Albany line
in preference. I should like the Minister to
take up that matter with the traffic branch
with a view to running a more frequent ser-
vice of passengers in summer time. The
wheat harvest this year will warrant a ser-
vice of two or three trains per day to shift
the wheat from the eastern portion of my
electorate to its natural port, Bunbury.

The Minister for Railways: That line is
now being ballasted, so that faster trains
can run over it.

Mr. STUBBS: I am glad to hear that.
Before long il will be a very profitable line
indeed. The Railway Estimates appear to
have been framed conservatively, and I am
convinced the Minister has understated the
revenue to be derived. I congratulate the
Minister and the officers of the department
on the efficient way in which the trains are
run in the interests of the public. It ye-
flects the highest credit on all the omeiers,
from the Commissioner downwards.

MRk. LAMABERT (Coolgardie) 14.50]: 1
do not wish to depreciate the efforts of the
officers in running the railways but, con-
sidering that we have a very big territory
to serve, mutch of it unproductive to the
railways, and that in the earlier days our
lines were put down without regard to
economical operating, I think the time has
arrived when we should get a very clear
view of the present condition of the rail-
ways and their future control, not only in
respect of management, but also as to the
attitude of the Government regardingr the
existing lines, and the lines to he built in
the future. If the Government could get
the money to carry out necessary regrading
work, many of our lines could be operated
on a much more economical basis than they
are at present. It is altogether unhusiness-
like to have the train loads varying so
greatly from station to station, some of
them probably running up to 500 tons and
then falling down to 200 tons, That sort
of thing, more or less, is going on over the
whole of the svsteni. Before saying any-
thing further in that regard, I can join with
other members in expressing the view that
the Commissioner has done his best, and
that to his efforts much of the improved

position of our railways is ascribable. But
even while acknowledging those efforts, the
question whether or not the management
of our railways is a one-man job ought to be
seriously considered. We have L20,000,000
invested in our railways, and the railways
are vital to our industries, affording them
that cheap transport without which the
primary producer cannot hope to compete
in the markets of the world. It is only by
thoroughly competent management of our
means of transport that we can hope to
meet on equal terms those countries pro-
ducing products similar to our own.

Mr. Stubbs: Our railway rates are com-
parable with those charged in the other
States.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is not saying a
great deal.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, it is.
Mr. LAMBERT: The question of whether

our railway freights compare with those in
the other States gets us nowhere.

Mr. Stubbs: Three railway commissioners
are to be found in each of the other States.

Mr. LAMBERT: The whole question is
whether we have the transport that will
allow the producer to supply the consumer
At the world's market rates. That is the
whole position. If we are going to produce
wheat or wool or minerals, and sell them
in the world's markets, they must be pro-
duced at world's market prices, or alterna-
tively we must leave the job alone. In this
State we are fortunate in that the construc-
Lion of our railways has been relatively
cheap, compared with costs in other States.
In Victoria and in New South Wales, where
the capital cost of railway construction has
been high, the facilities have cost infinitely
more. In this State, where we have good
grades, our railways ought to be operated
just as cheaply as railways in any other
part of the world.

Mr. Stubbs: Are they not?
M r. LAMBERT: In the operating of

railways it is important to shift big loads
of stuff, not tinpot whcelbarrowfuls. To-
day, coming into San Francisco, they have
train loads of a gross tonnage of 7,000 tons.
When a train there moves, it shifts some
stuff. Until we have heavier railways we
can never hope to do that, but having regard
to the fact that we have natural grades fall-
ing- to our seaboard, and that most of them
can be linked tip with our existing railways,
if the finances can be provided cheap trans-
port is not necessarily beyond our reach.
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Hon. W. DI. Johnson: Is that possible on
the narrow gauge?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know, hut since
we have the fall with the load we could
carry twice or three times as much as we
are carrying to-day.

Mr. Gritihs: What you want is W. N4.
Hedges' scheme.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is altogether wrong
to have a train starting off with a load of
300 or 400 tons and then dropping to 180
tons as it progresses towards the seaboard.

The Minister for Railways interjected.
Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know whether

that smnall difficulty is insurmountable. Jt
is better probably to assemble in big train
loads and then push it over, even if yolt
have to doublehank.

The Minister for Railways: That is what
is being done.

'Mr. LiAMBERT: In a minor degree per-
haps, but certainly not to the extent that
it should be. We should begin now to tackle
the knotty problem of transport in a com-
pi-ehensive wvay, for we may not be able to
do so in the days that lie ahead when, pos-
sibly, Ave may have to market on a falling
market-for we are not always going to get
the highest prices for wheat and wool and
minerals. We can only hope to give tile
producers an opportunity to produce on
commercial tines if we afford them the trans-
port facilities.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Don't you think
long haulage has something to do with the
dificullty I

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, And it emphasises
thle necessit y for moving big train loads.
It is the far-flung system, operating over
unproductive distances, that makes this all
the more essential. I do not desire to de-
prediate the efforts of the Mfinister or his
officers.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are really
throwing bouquets, because what you advo-
cate the Minister is doing.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is to he hoped that
lie is doing it. It would be as well to conl-
sider whether the work of handling- our
railways is a one-man job or whether we
could not be better served by having Colonel
Pope as Commissioner of Railways and ad-
ditional commissioners to assist him. With
a railway system such as ours, much of it is
operated far from the seat of control, and
it is asking too much of one man to control
it all. Whether we could get better results
by having three commissioners or adopting

wome other system of management is a qucs-
Lion on which a layman can hardly express
anl opinion. I believe that better results
would sacuea if the management were forti-
fied by the appointment of an additional
commissioner. Let mec now touch upon the
subject mentioned by the member for Clare-
miont (Mr. North). It is absurd that the
control of our tramway and electricity de-
partments should be linked with that of our
r-ailways. Power supply must figure as one
of the big questions in the future develop-
ment of the State, and I am of opinion
that the greatest possible benefit would re-
sult if the electricity supply were separated
from the control of the Commissioner of
Railways. I have said so before, and I ad-
here to that belief. The Government are
considering the question of installing a
power scheme at Collie. That will possibly
be followed by suggestions for a central
power scheme for Kalgoorlie and a central
power scheme for Geraldton. The days of
the small, pettifogging generating units,
spread by the dozen over the country, are
numbered. Such small schemes are quite
uneconomical. The Government must real-
ise that fact and must create a department
that can give effective and proper control.
Effective control can never be exercised
while the electricity supply is linked up with
the railways as a sort of sub-depart-
ment. I hope the Minister will con-
sider whether the question of provid-
ing efficient power supply is receiv-
ing that attention which it should receive,
or whether is is suffering because of our
power scheme being controlled by the Rail-
way Department. Within the next few years
I believe we shall witness big developments,
not only in the metropolitan area, but in
some of the country districts. There is n
reason why the ambition of many of the
flarming districts, particularly in the terri-
tory known as the eastern wvhent belt, should
not be met by the provision of cheap power
and cheap lighting under a centrally con-
trolled scheme.

Mr. Stubbs: It would be pretty explai-
sive.

Mr. LAMBERT: True, but not half As
expensive as it is to supply dozens of small
towns by little units of obsolete generating
plant that in the aggregate cost a consider-
able sum of money. By the provision of a
central scemere, it would probably he pos-
sible to double the output. I am not an-



2190 [ASSEMBLY.]

mindful of the fact that this question in-
volves the consideration of finance, but we
are finding millions of money for all sorts
of things Members talk glibly about find-
ing milins for group settlement and for
the general development of the State, but
hand in hand with the gr~owth of our coun-
try towns should go a proper system of
power and lighting. I do not know, whether
the problem of finance is insurmountable.
We seem to have proceeded with the de-
velopment of this State along lines that
required the provision of comparatively
costly schemes. The Minister for Railways
smiles. This may seem a colossal proposition
to himi, but it is not so colossal when it is
tackled by, men of foresight and imagina-
tion who realise that in the very near future
the question of cheap transport, cheap
power and cheap lighting must be faced to
enable us to open up the country effectively
and efficiently. Let me refer to the control
of our tramways, which also come under the
Commissioner of Railways. As if that gen-
tleman had not sufficient to absorb his ener-
gies, the tramnways are tacked on to his de-
partinent as a sort of subordinate branch.
The tramways should be operated in friendly
rivalry with the railways, and should not
remain subordinate to or be dependent upon
the railway system. A policy could be for-
mulated to obviate any serious clash, but
there should be friendly rivalry between the
two methods of transport in order to en-
sure to the people cheap means of travelling.
No wonder there have been inroads on our
railway and tramway traffic by the motor
buses! I have not been to Fremantle re-
cently, but when I was last there I found
that it was necessary to wait half an hour,
three-quarters of an hour, or possibly an
hour in order to catch a train to the city.

Mr. Sampson: Do you want to create
competition between the trains and the
trains?

Mr. LAMBERT: Admittedly. Why
should not there be competition? I a dvo-
cate friendly competition. Given efficient
management, the department that provided
the cheaper transport, whether railways or
tramwavq, would then obtain the business.

'Mr. Sampson: That would be a great help
in combating the charabanc menace.

.%r. LAMBERT: That is the only way we
can hope to oppose the competition of the
charabanc. There is no doubt that, with the
development of road transport, this ques-

tion must be considered seriously. I do not
think we are doing justice to our metropoli-
tan tram .vav system by having it linked
with the Railway Department.

Hon. G. Taylor: People are prepared to
liatroflse the buses rather than the tram-
ways.

iMr. LAMBIERT: I do not think anyone
travels in the traons, unless it be a matter
of necessity.

'Ube Minister for Railways: Nonsense!
.1r. Panton: I suppose that is why one

can never get a seat in the tramns.

Mr. LAMERT: What I say is hrue.
The Minister for Railways: It is not true.

The number of passengers we are carry-
ing is going up by leaps and bounds.

Mr. LAMBIERT: Certainly, because most
of the people in the outlying parts of the
metropolitan area have no other means of
transport. The Minister might as well claim
that, with the natural growth of this State
and the increasing traffic to, the Eastern
States, the traffic on the Kalgoorlie line is
increasing. People cannot walk to Kal-
goorhe. They must use the railway, but
that is no criterion as to the utility of the
railways to the public. Reference has been
made to the Kalgoorlie express. Let me
here remark that at times the uncleanliness
of the carriages is disgraceful. I do not see
why some of the conductors, instead of sit-
ting down rending a paper, could not use
the broom and keep the lavatories at least
reasonably clean, or why they could not clean
the wash basins by using a towel on them,
if only every hour. If the Minister wants
some striking instances of the efficiency of
some of the employees on the goldfields ex-
press, I shall be pleased to supply them.
Strangers visiting the State and particu-
larly people coming off the Trans-Australian
train may be heard almost daily drawing
comparisons between the service on the
Commonwealth line and that on the gold-
fields express. If the Minister heard them
he might wonder whether the railways are
controlled by the Commissioner or by the
conductors. I hope that phase of the ques-
dion will be inquired into by him.

The Minister for Railways: Is this the
rieht place to hring up a petty little thing
like that?

Mr. TLAMBERT: I do not consider it
petty. Tt is a matter affecting the railways,
and it is due to the public that such short-
comings should be ventilated.
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The IMinister for Rail-ways: You might
have tried first of all to get some redress
from the department.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have made only -pass-
ig reference to it. If I had elaborated it,
the 'Minister might reasonably have taken
exception. I mentioned the matter merely
to bring, it under his notice. There is an-
other matter affecting the trains that has
been brought under my notice.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:- Quote your author-
ity for your statement about the Kalgoorlie
express.

Mr. LAM.BERT: I am speaking as a, re-
presentatiye who lives in the suburbs and
hears remarks passed about the tramways.

Eon. W. DI. Johnson: The people who use
the tramns have no complaints.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not complaining
about the trims. I merely spoke of the con-
trol. With the facilities and rolling stock
provided I think our trams are giving very
good service.

Mr. Thomson: If a driver of a charabanc
overloaded his vehicle as the trains are over-
loaded, he would fie prosecuted immediately.

Mr. LAMB3ERT: Yes. At certain hours
of the day it is hard to transport large num-
bers of people in a short space of time, be-
cause everyone desires to catch the first
available tram. What I desire to emphasise
is that the present state of affairs is in no
way bettered, but is made worse, by the
tramways being controlled by the Commis-
sioner of Railways. It is more than one
man's job to look after the railways, tram-
ways and electricity supply, and any at-
tempt to secure a more direct control for
the trmways or electricity supply could
hardly be successful while one man controls
them as well as the railways. What I con-
sider to be useless expenditure by the tramn-
ways is the operating of the short line from
Hay-street along Colin-street to King's
Park-road. Why a comparatively few peo-
pie should have a tram sent up there speci-
ally at one o'clock and kept for them, as I
saw it -waiting to-day, until they return to
business shortly before two, when a walk of
100 or 150 yards would take them to the
Hay-street line, is beyond my comprehen-
sion. The Minister might hnow of some
reason for running that spur line to the
mansions of Ring's Park-road. I know of
no reason to justify it, and I hope the Mins-
ister will ask the manager of the tramways
to ascertain -whether he is justified in run-
ning a special tram from the car barn along

ilay-street down Cohn-street to King's
Park-road ?

Mr. Mann; That is hardly the position.
The tramns turn up Cohin-street in that ease
instead of running to Thomas-street, and I
understand those that ram there pay well.

3Mr. LAM-rBERT: The-hon. member thinks
it is justifiable to do this for the few people
who are living at the King's Park end of
the road.

The Minister for Railways: Everyone be-
tween the Town Hall and Cohn-street travels
on that tramn.

Mr. LAMBERT: It cannot be economical
to start this tram from the carbarn and run
it specially to Colin-street, and send it back
again at 2 o'clock in order to shift a com-
paratively few people.

Mr. Mann:- Some of the trains run only
as far as Thomas-street.

Mr. LAMB ERT: But that is not Colin-
street. We might as well suggest running
a special tram to Harvest-terrace for mem-
bers' convenience when coming to the House
at 4.30. It might be better to send a tram.
up Harvest-terrace than up Cohin-street,
from the point of view of reaching King's
Park.

Mr. Thomson: It would be bettor from the
point of view of King's Park.

Mr. LAMBERLT: Or it might be better to
send the tram up Hraveloek-street. I hope
the Minister will look into the matter. If
lie does I am sure he wvill soon find out
why that spur line -was established in Colin-
street, and why it was pitt there to serve
only a few people. The line would he of
much better service if it were used for some
of the outer suburbs like Inglewood. Fur-
thermore, the Colin-street people ar given
a theatre tram at a quarter to eight, although
comparatively few people ever use it. I
suppose that street has six or eight trains
of its own during the day.

Mr. Thomson: They are just as much en-
titled to have a tram as anyone else, so long
as it pays.

Mr. LAMBERT: They are not entitled to
hare a special spur line of their own at en
increased cost to our trainwey system. The
tramnways would get the whole of the rev-
enue involved if the people were obliged to
get off the tramns on the main line where it
crosses Cohin-stinst.

The Minister for Railways: Some of the
tramns run as far as Thoma s-street, and re-
turn from theme.

Mr. LAMERT- That would be more
economical than to have trains, motormen
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and conductors waiting in Colin-street for
the return journey at lunch time and at
theatre time.

Mr. Thomson: They do not stay long, do
they?7

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not here to be
cross-questioned on this subject.

IMr. Thomson: But you are making a
charge.

Mrx. LAMBERT: The whole thing is ab-
surd. The member for Claremont referred
to the linking up of the Crawvley-Clarmont
extension. It would have been absurd t.a
have built the Claremont line unless provis-
ion were made for carrying the line from
Crawley to the intersection at Nedlands.
The Nedands line should receive attention.
There are two or three miles of tramline
running alongside the University endowment
lands, which are likely to be vacant for the
next quarter of a century. The line should
be moved out further from the King's Park
fence, so that it might serve the increasing
population towards Nedlands. At present
it serves no good purpose, and runs past
territory that is unpeopled to-day.

The Minister for Railways: I should like
to he able to remodel the whole of our tram-
way system, with the object of giving the
same service with about half the mileage.

Mr. Sampson: That is so.
Mr. LAMBERT: We are here to make

SaggestiouL.
The Minister for Railways: And good

ones.
Mr. LAMBERT: It is a matter of fin-

ance. The question of efficiently moving
the public and controlling our tramn-
way system is not, however, a finan-
cial matter. It is an administrative
matter, and could be better cardied out. I
do not know whether the Minister favours
thep creation of a tramway trust or not.
Perhaps something along those lines would
serve a useful purpose. I have something to
say about the Walcott-street tramway ter-
minus. A bottle-neck has been created at
the intersetion of Waleott-gtteet and
Beaufort-street. Sometimes, when one wants
to pass there in a motor car, one has to
wait three or four mirnites before being abyle
to do so. T do not hnow who deviged this
bottle-neck, but it i% a shameful way of con-
trolling (lie service. Unless something is
done to remedy the matter, a serious acci-
denit is bound to occur there. At thi- point
trams arrive from Inglewood, along Wal-
cott-street, and along Beatifoft-street.
Sometimes seven or eight motor ears are

waiting there to get past the tramns. It is
a stopping place where the trains change
over and go back again. The congestion
there is very bad. The matter should re-
ceive attention.

MR, THOMSON (Katanning) (5.22]: I
have listened with interest to the speech
delivered by the member for Coolgardie.
Ile said thht the control and management of
the Railway Department was a question that
should be seriously considered. He said
inquiries should be made as to whether the
department should be managed by one man,
or whether Consideration should be given to
the appointment of more than one Commis-
sioner. The member for Wagin interjected
that so far as he could judge we seemed to
be doing wvell. I maintain we do not want
mnore than one Commissioner if the man-
agement -if the railways is to be carried out
accordling1 to the Act, wvhich vests in the
Commissioner the control of the depart-
ment. In view of what appears in the re-
port of the Railway Department, it would
seem to lbe waste of mone fo h Saet

consider the appointment of more than one
Commissioner under existing conditions, and
in view of the policy that has been stated in
the past and still appertains with respect
to the department. The Commissioner is
receiving about C2,000 a -year as remnera-
tion for his admuinistration of the depart-
ment. And yet we find the following stated
in the last report of the Acting Coinnis-
sioner:

Towards the close of the year ended 3Mt
June, 1925, a claim was received from the
Western Australian Amalgamated Society of
Railway Employees setting out a schedule of
rates of pay and conditions of employment,
which it wns desired should take the place of
those existing under award No. 8 of the State
Court of Arbitration, delivered on the 8th May,
1922. As the -result of negotiations with that
union, the Amalgamated Society of Engineers,
the Australasian Society of Engineers, the
Federated Moulders (Metals) Union, and the
Federated Society of Boilermakers and Struc-
tural Iron and Steel Workers, the Government
decided-
Not the Arbitration Court.
-subject to those unions entering into an
agreement for 12 months, to increase the basic
wage from £4 to £4 3s. 4d. per week, operating
from the 13th September, 1925.

What is the use of the member for Cool-
gardie saying we ought to go into the ques-
tion of the management of our railways,
when the very Governnieno be is supporting
places the Commissioner in the snbordinate
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position 0 f being practically the office boy?
We are asked by the hon. member and others
to consider seriously whether it is in the
interests of sound administration of the
railways to appoint other Commissioners.
It seems to me that under existing condi-
tions we should not be paying our Commis-
sioner £E2,000 a year. I wish it to be under-
stood that I am not casting any reflection
upon the present Commissioner. He has
done exceilent work, and has carried out his
job. I have always found h~im courteous and
,considerate to the public. It is not his fault.
As Commissioner, he had no say in the mat-
ter. He has been loaded up. If this had
been an act of the Arbitration Court, I
could have understood it.

The M1inister for Railways: And so it
-was; you know tbat. You have been told
that before.

Mir. THOMNSON: I do not know anything
of the sort.

The Minister for Railways: You do not
take any interest in the business of the
,country.

Air. THOMSON: I have read the state-
ment that appears in the report of the Act-
ing Commissioner. He definitely states that
the Government decided, subject to this
union entering into an agreement for 12
months, to increase the basic wrage in the
direction indicated.

The Minister for Railways: It -was the
same with the previous Government and has
been the same for the lest seven years. Is
that wrong?

Mr. THOMSON: The Railway Commis-
sioner said this was the procedure that was
adopted.

The Minister for Railways: You are quite
wrong.

The Minister for Works: You are en-
tirely wrong.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not wrong. I
sat on the opposite side of the House when
the Mlitchell. Government were in power, and
Mr. Scaddan was Minister for Railways. I
think it was Mr. Justice Burnside who gave
the award which increased the wages of the
staff right through. Immediately following
that there was an increase in the railway
freights. This will all he found reported in
"Hansard."1 It shows that it is the Arbi-
tration Court which fixes the wages as the
basis upon which the railway employees
should be paid.

The *Minister -for Works: The court does
fix the rates.

[77]

Mr. THOMSON: All I can say is that the
Minister for Railways has no right to allow
this statement to go before the public.

'The Minister for Railways: Do you think
I can tell the Commissioner of Railways
what to put into his report. He reports
direct to Parliament.

.11r. THOMSON: The Commissioner would
not dare to put into his report any rtatvment
that was not correct,

The Minister for Railways: He has the
right to report what he likes to Paxliament.
If I prevented him from reporting anything
you wvould he the first one to object.

Air. THOMSON: The Commis,-oner is
supposed to he in charge of the railways.

The Minister for Railways: And he is.
IM.r. THOMSON: The Government in-

creased the wages without any reference to
the Arbitration Court.

The Minister for Railways; They did
nothing of the sort.

Mr. THOMSON: It is recorded in that
way in the report. What is the use of the
Minister denying a fact like that? I am
quoting from a document that has been,
placed on the Table of the House for the
convenience and knowledge of members. The
Government went behind the Comissioner.
They also gave the 44-hour -week.

Mr. Panton: That is what the people of
the country told them to do.

Mr. THOMSON: They did not. We have
been given an Arbitration Court to deal with
these matters. What is the use of having an
Arbitration Court if it is not permitted to
deal with such questions as the fixing of
hours and the remuneration to be paid to
employees?

The Minister for Railways: The rate was
fixed by the Arbitration Court; if you can
show me I am wrong, I will admit it.

Mr. THOMSON: I have quoted the re-
port of the Commissioner himself to show
that the Government fxed the agreement.

The Minister for Railways: On the basis
f the Arbitration Court award.

Mir THOMSON: That is not correct.
The Minister for Railways: It is correct.
Mr. T HOMS8ONX: But I hare read the

Commissioner's own statement.
The Minister for Railways: You persist

in making an erroneous statement. You do
not know what you are talking about.

Mr. THOMSON: Then T will read the
whole of the report. It says-

.... the Government decided, subject to
those unions entering into an agreement for
12 months, to increase the basic wage from U4



214 f ASSEMBLY.)

to £24 3s,. 4d. per week, operating from the
13th September, 1925.

.The Minister for Railwvays: That was the
decision of the Ar-bitration Court!

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, to fix ,he basic
wage.

The M3inister for Railways: Then what is
wrong with it!

Mr. THOMSON: What is the Arbitra-
tion Court for I

The 'Miuister for Railways: To fix wages.
MUr. THOMSON: T he report continues-

The latter amount was fixed by the State
Court of Arbitration to apply from the 31st
July, 1925, to the 31st October, 1925,
in the dispute between the Amalgamated
Society of Engineers and the Austra-
lauian Society of Engineers, and the Met-
ropolitan Irounasters' Industrial Union of
Employers. In addition to the increase in the
basic wage it was decided to pay margins for
skill on a six days per week basis, which latter
had been the practice in regard to those em-
ployees working 44 hours per week. At the
nine time the 44-hour week was extended to
those workers covered by Part 1. of Award No.
8 of 1921. The reduced houra were brought
into operation as from Sunday, the 25th Octo-
ber, 1925.

Does the Minister desire me to read any
more?

The Minister for Railways: No, I don't
want you to read any of it.

Mr. Lath am: Perhaps it would have been
better iI the hon. member had not read any
of it at all, I suppose!

Mr. THOMSON: There is more along
these lines in the report.

The Minister for Railways: You are mis-
representing the position. Most hon. mem-
hers nnderatand it, but you do not.

Mr. THOMSON: There is the definite
statement that the Government took this
action. We had a precedent established by
a previous G1overnment, who went to the Ar-
bitration Court and that tribunal fixed the
wages. The various unions went before the
court, then the unions negotiated with the
Government and, in this instance, the Gov-
ermnent fixed the basgis behind the back of
the Commissioner.

The Premier: Just as previous Govern-
nients had done for six years: past, and you
know it.

'Mr. THOMSON: This was done behind
the back of the Commissioner.

The Premier: Pre~ious Governments did
likewise and you hnow it. You are not
ho nest enough to admit it.

mr. THOMSON: Here is the Commis-
sioner of Railways, to whom we pay £2,000

a year, appointed to administer Ihe Rail-
way Djepartment, und yet he was not con-
sulted!

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Do you object to the
increase?

M1r. THOMSON: I object to the prin-
ciple. I have been referring to the State-
mlent made by the member for Coolgardie
jAr. Lamubert), who said that we Should con-
sider the management of our railwa,,s. When
dealing with a department of such inagni-
tiade with an expenditure of over C3,127,-
0010 involved in its operations, that hon.
mnember would have been wise had he not
raised the question of the management of
the Railway Department. Iff the Commnis-
sioner of Railways were given control, as
the Railways Act provides, he would, with
his Listzriet and] traffic superintendents,
be able to deal with the position and
there would be no need for increasing the
number of Commissioners. The present sys-
temn, given a fair chance, with no in-
terfe-enee by the present or any other
Oovernment., can show batter results than
are disclosed to-day. There is another mat-
ter referred to in the report to which I de-
sire to draw attention. In dealing wvith the
capital requiremnents of the railways the
Comnmi ssi oner states-

Before concluding my remarks on this sub-
ject I should like to draw attention to the fol-
lowing works of magnitude, which-although
not immuediately necessary -reqire sariens con-
templation in view of the development of the
State:-

£
Blue metal ballasting . .. 200,000
Relaying, Goomalling-Wyalkatehem

(Loan proportion) .. 22,000
Regrading - Bridgetown-Jardee,

Northam-Merredin, etc. I.. 200,000
Perth passenger station and Perth

goods yard-reorganisation . - 500,000
Perth pa reels office-reorganisatian 5,000
Pieton Junction - connection to

Donnybrook from Perth .. 15,00
Melbourne-road overbridge - 00,000
Basseadea overbridge . .. 11,000
Thivrrale subway .. . 17,000
R-unbury bridge (S.W.R.)-Replae.

ment with steel structure, and
duplicate tracks East Perth to
Rivervale .

Guildford and Spring Hill bridges
-strengthening road to take 20.
toa axle loads

Matilda bridge, Collie line-replace-
ment of timber structure with
earthwork bank and emzeretoa
waterways .. -

Regrading at 104-mile. Collie-Bruns-
Wick seetion

250,000

200,000

6,000

5,500

Total. .. £,482,500
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The Minister for Railways:- If you go
through all the requirement,, the L'omnis-
sioner mentions, you will find they involve
ain expenditure of E4,000,000 altogether.

31Y. THOMSOIN: At any rate, the works
outlined in the report represent an expen-
diture of £1,489,500. 1 admit that the -Gov-
erment have gone a considerable way in the
direction of' effecting improvements in eon-
ta eion with the railways. The Minister re-
ferred to the regrading that had been un-
dertaken and referred to the length between
Chidlows WVell and Wooroloo, where a de-
viation made represented an expenditure of
£45,000.

The Minister for Railway-,: Just ovez
£30,000.

Mr. THOMSON: I was not sure of the
amount. The department spent a large
sum last year in regrading the line.

The Minister for Railways:, The Treas-
urer found the money for the work; I do
not know that the department did the work.

Mr. THOMSON: Anyone who travels be-
tween Chidilows and Wooroloc can see old
tracks that have been abandoned. I do not
know who is responsible. I do not think
sound policy is indicated in what can be
seen, and yet here is another deviation cost-
ing upwards of £40,000.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
correct. It refers to a different portion
of the lie.

Mr. THOMSON: Men can be seen work-
ing there. It seemed to me when passing over
the line, that we were going in a different
direction. The point I wish to make is that
the officers of the Railway Department
should he put in charge of the construction
of any new lines. If those engineers were
given that control, much regrading that is
necessary to-day would be obviated.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
correct.

Mr. THOMSON: That is my opinion,
based on considerable experience with the
Railway Department. We have the En-
gineer-in-Chief and his subordinates. I pre-
sume they put forward recommendations for
necessary deviations and regrading, so that
increased haulage will be possible. I am in
accord with the member for Coolgardie in
his; statement that it is imperative to regrade
and relay lines so as to enable the engines
to haul full loads.

Mr. North: And to broaden the gauge

Mr.' THOMS6ON: The improvements I
refer to, provide the only kneans by which
transport and rates may be cheapened.

The M1inister for Railways: You would
not build such an expensive line as you sug-
gest to open up new country, would youl

M1r. THOM1SO-N: I am afraid the present
lo'liey ia penny wise and pound foolish,

The Minister for Railways: Would you
have required the people at lNewdegate to
wait until a first class ]ine could he built?

Mlr. THOMNSON: I do not say that I
would. I recognise that the pushing out
of the line provided a great convenience for
the people at Newdagate. From the stand-
point of grades, however, the expenditure
of another thousand pounds or so at the
outset would increase the haulage capacity
of engines from the very inception, and in
the interests of railway administration, it
would be money well spent. The expen-
diture has to be incurred sooner or later.
Many members will admit that there are
various grades along the Great Southern
railway that should be cut down immed-
iately, thereby saving administration costs
and providing for extra haulage.

'Mr. A. Wanabrough: If we bad waited
for that, Newdegate would never have got
its railway.

Mr. THOMSON: There is no grading to
be done there; it is level country!

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Not at all.
Mr. THOM1SON: When -that matter was

before the House it was represented to us
that the grading was practically level,

The Minister for Railways: No; that there
Were no engineering difficulties.

Mr. Corboy: Nothing like the difficulty
in connection with other lines.-

Mr. THOMSON: At any rate, the con-
struction of new railways should be left in
thep hands of engineers attached to the Rail-
way Department who would be in a hotter
position to judge what should be done.

The Minister for Railways: They are
always consulted.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, after the railways
are completed and banded over.

The Minister for Railways: No, before
the work is started.

Mr. THOMSON: Possibly that is an in-
novation that will stand to the credit of
the present Government, if they have given
effect to what the Minister has indicated.
The custom in the past has been for the
railways to be constructed by the Public

219.1
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Works Department and, generally speaking,
the officers of the Railwray Department ane
the last to be consulted about a line. I can-
not give a better illustration of what hap-
pens thau an incident in my own electorate,
The Premier and the Minister for Water
Supply have both been through to the head
of the Nynbing line at Pingrup. It would
lpuzzle anyone to solve the problem as to
why the Public Works Department termin-
Me~d the line in the middle of a sandhitl.
Had the line been carried on for another
half mile or so, the terminus would have
been on hard sodl, As it is, the Roads and
Bridgesi Branch of the Public Works Do-
pertinent and the local road board have had
to expend considerable sums to provide the
people with reasonable access to the rail-
way siding which is planted in the middle
of that 4andhill. Railway engineers would
not have perpetrated such a foolish blun-
der. That the railway engineers are capable
is indicated in the pi oposals to expend prac-
tical £ 1,500,000 on the works I have indi-
cated, for those works will be car-
ried out by the railway engineers. It
does seem to me that we are not adopting
the modern methods that we hear such a
great deal about. Looking out of the rail-
way carriage windows we find that in the
work of regrading or construction, the same
old type of wheelbarrow is being used to
shift stuff. That is not the most economical
way of carrying on operations in these days.

Mr. Panton: They have increased the size
of the barrows.

Mr. THOMSON: They may have done
that, but that is not on all fours with what
has been said repeatedly in the Federal Arbi-
tration Court when arguments have been ad-
vanced in favour of the introduction of 44
hours. It has been stated there, that if only
the employers will provide more efficient
means by which the men can carry on their
operations, more work will be done. I hope
that the Commissioner will be given full con-
trol of the management of the railways, as
it was intended, in accordance with the Act,
that he should have, and that neither this
nor any other Government will interfere. I
regret that I have to draw the attention of
the Government to the statement appearing-
in the Commissioner's report that the Gov-
ernment have taken it upon themselves to do
something which, in my opinion, they had
-no right to do.

The Minister for Railways: We passed an
Act makring it the law of the land.

Mr. THOMSON: The Governiment granke
the 44 hours, and they fixed that standar
without consulting the Arbitration Court.

The Minister for Railways: They did no
The Dreaier: That is absolutely untrue.
Mr. THOMSON. If that statement is or

true, then why on earth did the Goveramer
allow the Commissioner's report to be place
on the Table of the House q

The Premier:. Your statement is untrue.
Mr. THOM&SON: Oh well, that is logih

I quoted from-
The Premier: Page 24; read it again; rca

it fifteen time.
The Minister for Railways: No, don't rcai

it again; we liars all read it.
Mr. THOMSON: I am not going to rem

it. It is all very fine for the Minister t-
say, "We did not." We know that the Gov
erment did. The Commissioner's repor
states that for the last quarter the increasi
in wages and the inauguration of the 44-houi
week cast an additional £70,000. At the tii
of the last elections I was written to by tb4
secretary of the Railways Employees' tinior
at Katanniag and asked certain questions
about long service leave.

Mr. A. Waasbrough: That has nothing t(
do with the administration.

Mr. THOMSON: My word it has, andI
will prove that it has. The secretary al
Katanning desired to know whether I wa
in favour of the extension of long serviec
leave to the wages section of the Railway De-
partment. In my reply I was quite frank;-
I had nothing to hide. I stated that the pro-
posal would cost over £44,000 a year and
that I would prefer, with that sum of money,
to provide employment for more men.

Mr. Mann: Who said it would cost
£44,0001

Mr. THOMSON: That was the statement
made in this House. We know that the pre-
sent Minister for Railways, -when occupy-
ing a seat on this side of the House, dealt
with that matter fully, and he maintained
that the men should get this leave. The rail-
way wages men expected to get the same
privileges as are ranted to the other branch
of the service. I was honest when I told the
secretary at Katanning that I did not ap-
prove of the suggestion, and that I -would
not agree to it.

The Minister for Railways: I am glad
to hear you are honest.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister and others
led the men to believe that they were going
to get long service leave.
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The Minister for Railways: Who did?
Mr. THOMSON: The Minister did. He

moved a motion in this House.

The Minister for Railways: That is a lie.
Just you look up the records and try to
make one correct statement.

Mr. THOMSON: I merely wish to place
it on record that I was honest with the rail-
way employees at Katanning. I told them
that I would not support the proposal, that
there were others in favour of it. The Gov-
ernment are now in a position to give what
they promised. WVhen we pay the Commis-
sioner of Railways to administer the Rail-
way Department we should at least allow
him to administer it.

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment are controlling the policy in connec-
tion with the railways, the Government and
Parliament are controlling it. The Commis-
sioner is the administrator.

Mr. THOMSON: It is no use the Minis-
ter saying that Parliament is in control.
Parliament is not in control; the Govern-
ment are in control by virtue of the majority
sitting behind them. The Government, T
think, have a majority of two.

The Premier: Even there you cannot be
correct.

Mr. THOMSON: Well, what is it-fourl
I will give them four, or six, if they like.
It is the Government's policy that is put
into effect in connection with the railways;
I have no complaint to make about that.
But it should not be said that Parliament
is in control.

The Minister for Railways: Don't you
think that the Government of the day,
through Parliament, should exercise some
control over the policy of the Railway De-
partment?

Mr. THOMSON: The people should con-
trol the Railway Department.

The Minister for Railways: We have the
support of Parliament.

Mr. THOMSON: You have the majority.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask hon. members t0
allow the member for Katanning to continue
his speech without interruption.

Mr. THOMSON: I had no intention of
discussing this phase. The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) raised the question
of management. I have just been shown
the resolution that was submitted by
the present Minister for Railways, when
a private member, on the subject of long

service leave to the wages section of the
Railway Department. It reads-

That in the opinion of the House long ser-
vice leave conditions applyink to the salaried
staff and Government employees should also
apply to the wages staff.

I was correct, after all. If the Minister for
Railways did not advocate long service
leave for the wages men, why did he put it
into resolution form? What on earth is the
use of the Minister now denying that he
advocated it? The thing is absurd.

Mr. Sleeman: You did not say that he
advocated it.

Mr. THOMSON: I did say that. If he
did not advocate it, why did he submit that
resolution? Would the Minister like me to
read his speech on that occasion?

Members: No.
Mr. THOMSON: I have no such inten-

tion. I merely wish to show that Ministers
are not as consistent as they claim to be.
Next March at Katanning, or perhaps
earlier, I shall be able to show that I was
consistent and honest. I shall have much
pleasure then in quoting the resolution I
have just read.

Mr. Panton: You will be annoyed if it
is put into operation before then.

Mr. THOMSON: Before the elections
take place, perhaps, it may be thought ad-
visable to put it into operation.

The CHAIRMAN: There are too many
interjections. Hon. members must keep
order.

The Premier: Yes, one at a time should
be sufficient.

Mr. THOMSON: I wish it to be clearly
understood that I take no exception what-
ever to carry' ing out the actual award of
the court, but I do take exception to the
Government interfering.

The Premier: You had better read what
was said so that it shall be clear in your
mind.

Mr. THOMSON: It is quite clear enough.
I will reserve any further remarks I have
to make until election time comes round.

'Member: You can tell lies at election
time.

Mr. THOMSON: I shall not tell as many
lies at election time as the hon. member. I
do not make it a practice to tell lies. I try
to substantiate all the statements I make,
and if possible, to support them with docu-
mentary evidence.

The Premier: Read it to us.



219$ [ASSEMBLY.J

Mrh. flIO-iSON: When we were discus-
s;ing the Budget I expressed the opinion that
the G3overnment should allocate a portion
of the Federal .grant towards the reduction
ot railway freights. I was much struck
with the following paragraph contained in
the latest report of thle Commissioner of
Railways-

Reduction in rates: In paragraph' 14 of my'
last report mention was made of the reduction
in railway rates consequent upon the introduc-
tion of additional land tax by the Government.
The results for 1924-25 -x*re not particularly
affected by the reduction, as the revision bad
operation for only two months (May and
June) of that year. In the year under report
the full 12 months' effect of decrease in rates
was experienced, with the result that our earn-
ingte were £475,000 less on account of the re-
duactions.

I wish to give the Government credit for
having carried out that part of their pro-
mise which was to the effect that when the
land tax had been imposed railway fares
and freights would be reduced. The main
objection I have to advance is that the re-
ductions affected chiefly the rates on those
classes of goods in which motor traffic com-
petes with the Railway Department. Again,
while the Government have taken from the
Commissioner of Railways £45,000, they
have not recouped him that loss, as we were
led to believe would he done.

The Premier: Who led you to believe it?
Mn. THOMfSON: The Premier, by his

statement.
The Premier: No, not by any statement

of mine.
Mr. THOMSON: The House was cer-

tainly under that impression.
The Premier: I made no remark which

would lead anyone to believe that.
Mr. THOMSON: The Premier when in-

troducing the Bill for the imposition of the
land tax stated that the farming community
would he just as well off, because all the
money that would he rnised by way of land
"ax would be given back to them by way of
reduction in railway rates.

The Premier: I said "the people in the
country."

11r. THOMSON: While we arc pleased
with the reductions that have been made in
railway rates, those reductions are not
benefiting the people who pay land tat9 I
hare asked numbers of farmers whether
they have benefited by the reductions in
question, and I have not yet found one who
has been able to point out that those redue-

tions, ag'regating £45,000, have hcnelitc
himt in any shape or form.

The 3intister tar Railways: Doves not 01
tof them use power kerosene,.

MIr. TlHOMSON: Yes; but that reductic
%Uas ilatie previously.

The Minter for Raiiways: That is OL
in-tance. i will give others.

Mr. TIIO1S OXN: I shall be pleased I
have them; they will be useful intormatioj
The chief reduction was in the freighit o
explosives. That is (luite right because w
strongly favour reduction in mining- COst
Hlowever, the reductions were principally o
goods on higher grade, goods in the earriag
of which motors compete with the Railwa
Department.

The Minister for Railways: That does no
make the reductions ainy less.

Mr. THOMNSON: It shows that while th
Government imposed the land tax allegedl:
to reduce railway rates for the benefit of th
farming community, the farmers receive a
heneflt.

The Premier: Who got the £E4.5,000?
Mr. THOMUSOIN: The farmier did not

and he is the one who has to pay land tax
The Premier: The £45,000 is not in thi

Treasury. The people who use the railway:
must have it.

Mr. THOMSON: The people who us4
the railway between Perth and Freinnittle

The Minister for Railways: Does not thi
metropolitan area pay half the land tax ol
the State?

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think half.
The Premier: Yes, half.
Mr. THOMtISON: Not according to thn

latest returns. However, I am always will-
ing to learn.

The Premier: Somebody got the f45,00C
represented by reduced railway freights.

Ntr. THOMSON:- Last year the metro-
politan area paid 43.74 per cent, of the land
tax, and that is not half.

The Minister for Railways: The reduction
in the Perth-Fremantle rates which you talk
about does not absorb nearly half the
£45,000.

Mr. THOMSON: As regards the applica-
tion of the land tax, the proportion of in-
crease in the value of land in the metro-
politan area is not as high as the proportion
of increase in the farming districts.

The Premier: Is that soI Well,' the Gov-
erment you supported re-rained those
lands, or set the re-valuation going.
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Mr. ThIOMSON: But they did not raise
the land tax.

The Premier: We are talking now about
rt-valuatiou. It was the Governmeat you
supported that started the re-valuation.

Mr. THOMSON: It may be so. The
piresenit GJovernmnent saw that it got hig-her.
They claim credit-this is broadcasted
throughout my distrit-for having reduced
railway freights and also for having reduced
taxation. I want to point out that they
have not reduced taxation.

Mr. Sleetnan: You have got the win(I up.
Mr. THOMSON: Not a hit. The Govern-

ilient estimated that they would get approxi-
maitel 'y £45,000 from land tax. The whole
of that was to go hack to the farmers. That,
practical l v, was time statemnti inole by the
Premier.

The Premier: It was to go back to the
People who paid land tax.

-Mr. THOMSON: Unfortunately-
The Premier: But about those valuations?
Mr. THOMSON: The trouble is that the

figuHres, unfortunately, do not wvork out ex-
actly as the Premier indicates. I know lie
does not want me to quote those figures,
hut I will quote them.

The Premier: Let us get back to the val-
uations.

Mr. THOMSON: In 1923-24, when the
Government introduced this land tax the
collections from it totalled £70,875. In the
following year, 1924-25, the amount was
£113,422. Last year, according to the re-

turn, itwas 14019. And yet the present
Government claim to have reduced taxation.

The Premier: We haove done so, too.
Mr. THOMSON: Nevertheless we find

there is an increase of fully £74,000. Cer-
tamn reductions have been made in railway
freights, allegedly in the interests of the
farmers, who, by the way. honestly be-
lieved that the land tax was introduced to
help them. The Treasurer has benefited to
the extent of some £74,000. Allowing for
the £45,000 which the Railway 'fvepartment
are losing through reductions in freights on
goods for which motor transport competes,
!be Treasurer has a net gain of some £29,000.
Then there is the vermin rate, and there are
increases in taxation. These I am not now
permitted to discuss. However, I ask the
Government to be as fair as they can when
claiming that they have reduced railway
freights. True, they have reduced those
freights; but the reductions could have been
made in directions which would have proved

wore beneficial to the people paying land
tax. All exemptions from land tax have
heen struck out. A. regards income tax,
there is an exemption of £C200 but when we
conmc to the n onl the land we find that
all exemptions are cut out. And not only
that, but the rate has been incrdased. I
have had brought tinder my notice numerous
eases where men who are supposed to have
had the benefit of decreased railway
f reights-

The Premier: Oh, deal with the Railways
Vote.

The CHAiRtMAN :I think the bool, mem-
ber is going a little too far. He is now
entering into a full discussion of the merits
ot land taxation.

Mr. THOMSON: Noa, Sir. I was refer-
ring to that paragraph of the report of the
Commissioner of Railways which states that
for the last 12 mouths the full effect of
the decrease in rates has been experienced,
with the result that the (lcpartment's earn-
ingS have been reduced by £45,000.

Thme CHAIRMAN: It is all right so far
as the report of the Commissioner of Rail-
wvays is concerned.

Mr. THOMSON: I wish to show that the
farmers have not reaped the benefit which
was promised them by the Premier.

Hion. S. W. Munsie: It was promised to
the people of Western Australia. It was
not promised to the farmers illone, and you
know that.

Mr. THOMNSON: I wish to show that
the farmers, who are alleged to have
received substantial decreases in their rail-
way freights, have not in fact so benefited.
The farmer whol previously paid about 17s.
in land tax, to-day has to pay £10, £12, £14
or £15.

The Premier: By Jove!
Mr. THOMSON: Yes. For that in-

creased land taxation the Government have
given the farmers no return.

The Premier: You speak of increased
land taxation. Have the increased values
of land nothing to do with that

Mr. THOMSON: Yes. The Premier has
benefited materially from the higher valua-
tions. He states that he only increased the
valuations by 10 or 15 per cent.

The Premier: I did not increase them at
all. The re-valuation was started in Janu-
ary of 1922 by the Government which you
supported. Do not camouflage that. We
cannot refuse the revenue resulting from
your Government's re-valuation.
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Mr. THOMSON: 1 cannot imagine any
Treasurer refusing revenue. The Govern-
ment, however, are claiming credit for re-
ducing both taxation and railway freights.
They may have done so, but we know that
the country people are paying more. That
is the point I want to emphasise. That is
why I am dealing with this matter. By the
Government's imposition of the land tax,
the Railway Department have lost £45,000
of revenue, as is clearly pointed out in the
Commissioner's report; and that is an in-
creasig factor each year. According to
last year's figures, the GIovernment have re-
ceived more than double what they received
in the previous year.

Mr. Sleeman: What about the 15V2 per
cent. reduction 9

Mr. THOMSON: That was forced on the
Government by another place. However, I
am not permitted to deal with the ramifica-
tions of income taxation. I wish I were.
The Government are claiming credit for the
extension of the period during which
manures can be conveyed into the country
districts at a special rate. The extension
is a fortnight, generally speaking, and in
some cases it is more. I commend the Gov-
-erment for granting that extension. I
commend them, and particularly the Min-
ister for Railways, not for an act of grace
but for an act of justice to people who
ordered their super three months beforehand
-and failed to receive it within the stipulated
'period because the Railway Department
-were unable to supply enough trucks. I am
not blaming the Commissioner, who is doing
his best. Neithier am I blaming the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: It was a
-question of tarpaulins too.

Mr. THOMSON: A considerable number
of trucks of super had to be sent back for
re-conditioning because the Railway Depart-
ment sent them out without covers.

The Minister for Railways: I told the
Committee the other night that we have
ordered 2,000 tarpaulins.

Mr. THOMSON: So the Minister should
order them if he is administering his de-
partment. While I congratulate him on
having ordered additional sheets and new
trucks, he is, after all, only providing what
any other business man would provide.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON: Before tea I was dis-
cussing the reduction of freights, and

pointing out that, so far as one can judge
in conversation wvith them, the people who
have paid the increased land tax have not
received any benefit from the reduced rail-
way charges. When discussing the Esti-
mates at an earlier stage, I contended that
the Government, instead of taking that
£C200,000 to reduce taxation, should have
used it to further reduce railway freights
on agricultural machinery and other re-
quirements of the primary producer, who
has to pay the increased land tax. Now
1 wish to touch upon the railway freights
on manure. I cannot understand why the
Government fixed in certain districts a time
limit for the s-upply of manure. It was a
common-sense policy when the Railway De-
partment decided that manures should be
carried at a cheap rate; for manure in-
creases the productivity of the soil and so in-
creases the commodities carried on the rail-
ways. At Denmark last Saturday, in com-
pany with the Minister for Agriculture and
the member for the district, I witnessed a
demonstration of the benefit of top-dressinz
to fodder plants. Clearly it is in the in-
terests of the State to encourage the use of
manures. Whilst I give the Government
credit for having extended the period, I
remind them that we waited on them and
requested the extension. Of course, they
are administering the department, and so
to them is the credit for having granted the
extension, but certainly we requested it.
Let me again refer to the Commissioner's
report. Unfortunately I- did not read as
far down as I intended. I was told by the
Premier and thie Minister for Hallways that
it was an administrative act based on an
agreement entered into by the unions and
the Arbitration Court. On page 25 of the
Commissioner's report we find the follow-
ing:

An arrangement between the Department
and the Locomotive Engine-drivers', Firemen's,
and Cleaners' Union was arrived at as from
the 1st January, 1026, the following benefits
having been granted the union by the Govern-
meat:-1, Increased pay at the rate of 3a. 4d.
per week, per member. 2, Penalty rate of time
and a-quarter to apply to all time worked over
8 hours in any one shift up to 10 hours (when
time and a-half becomes payable). 8, Hours
reduced from 48 per week to 44 per week. 4.
First class free railway passes to be issued to
locomotive drivers (or regressed drivers) and
their families twice yearly, in lien of second-
class, which applied formerly. In diew of the
increases granted to the other branches of the

sevcthe Railway Officers' Union also made
application to the Government for the exten-
sion to its members of the increase of 3a. 4d.
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per week. The Government referred them to
the Railways Classification Board, which, on
the 12th November, 1925, declined the claim.
The increase (equivalent to £9 per annual sal-
ary) was, h -pwever, concededi at a meeting of
the Union With the Government on the 5th
January, 1926, with effect as from the second
of that xnouthL The 44-hour week was also
extended to members of the Officers' Union.
As a result of the improved conditions out-
lined in the foregoing, the expenditure for the
year ended 30th June was increased by £70,000.
In addition to this it was necessary to find
£30,000 more during the past year than in
1924-25, consequent upon the increase of 6d.
per day granted to the whole of the staff as
from let January, 1925, the year 1925-26 hav-
ing to bear a full 12 months' operation of in-
crease as compared with six months in 1924-
25.

The Minister for Railways said the Govern-
ment did not do it, that it was done by the
Arbitration Court. I object to the Govern-
ment overriding the Commissioner and not
allowing him to administer his department.
The Commissioner has publicly stated that
he wanted to refer the matter to the Arbi-
tration Court. If these conditions had
been granted by the Arbitration Court, I
should not have objected, but it is not the
function of the Government to override the
Railway Act and the Commissioner in the
way they have done. The department plays
a very important part in the development
of the State; it is one of our biggest spend-
ing departments, and at the same imec one
of our biggest revenue-earning departments.
I wish to pay a tribute to the Commissioner
and his officers for the courtesy that I, and
others wvith whom, I am associated, have al-
ways received. In this I refer, not only to
the heads of the department, but to the
trav-elling staff as well. We have every
reason to he wvell satisfied with the adminis-
tration of our Rlailway Department gener-
ally, but I feel that if the Cormuissioner
were given a free hand we should get very
much better results than we are getting at
present. There is no need for more than one
Commissioner. With the loyal staff that
Colonel Pope has built up around him, he
is in a position to do more efficient work than
we should get from three Commissioners. I
shall he pleased if thke Minister, when re-
plying, will tell the Committee of the wonder-
ful benefits the farming community have
received as the result of the imposition of
the land tax. The Minister and the Premier
said we had received considerable advant-
ages from the reduced railway freights. I
say the reduction should have been greater,
in view of the increased taxation we are

paying. Farmers who are now paying from
£10 to £15 per annum in land tax cannot,
with the aid of a microscope, find any bene-
fit they have received through the reduction
of railway freights. There are ow. or two
items I propose to discuss when we reach
them. The Minister said the long service
leave applied to the wvhole of the railway
service. I would commend him to read the
speech he made, during which he was dealing
exclusively with the Railway Department. In
the interests of the State, it would he far
better to find employment for additional
men, including migrants, with that £60,000.
I protest against the restrictions that have
been placed, and are still being placed, upon
apprentices in the Railways and in all Gov-
ernment activities. In New South Wales
apprentices have been restricted to one to
three fully-paid men, and in Queens!and an
application is beving made to the Hoard of
Trade for a similar restrietibn, even in re-
spect of work on the land. I ask my friends
on the Government side, who claim toQ repre-
sent the working roan, what is the position
going to be for tbe rising generation?7

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member
dealing with the Railway Estimates?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, I am dealing with
the principle of apprentices in the Railway
Workshops. I am leading up to that point.
Generally speaking, there is in Western
Australia a scarcity of artisans. There is a
rush of men for all classes of wvork, parti-
cularly unskilled work, and unfortunatel&
we are forcing the rising generation into un-
skilled vocations, instead of encouraging
them to follow a course of training and be-
come successful Artisans. Coming hack on a
railway train the other day I muet quite a
number of lads resident in my own electo-
rate. I asked some of those boys, "Are you
up here on a holiday or with a football
team?" The reply was, "No, we put in ap-
plications to get into the Loco. Depart-
ment and we had to come up here for selec-
tion." Those lads had to travel to Perth to
be examined a4 to their height, measure-
ments, etc.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. Marshall: They get a free pass to
come to Perth.

Mr. THOMISON: The bon. member has
a free pass, but I guarantee that be cannot
stay in Perth without spending money. I
fail to see why, when we have loco. depots
in the country districts, the department can-
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not uitilise the officers there to select youths
from the district.

The Minister for Railways: All the boys
have to appear before a selection board and
the best are selected.

M1r. THOMSON: The Government pro-
fess to make decentralisation part of their
policy, and yet all these lads have to come
to Perth in order to get employment in the
Railway Department.

The Minister for Railways: They have to
appear before the selection board in order
that they may get an equal chance with the
boys in the city.

Mr. THOMSON: There are quite a large
number of railway employees and other
Government officials who, by virtue of their
employment, are compelled to live in the
country. They have no choice. They are
sent to Narrogin, Kantanning, Wagia and
other centres by order of their superior
officers. Their children suffer a distinct dis-
advantage as compared with the children of
Government officials in the metropolitan
area. If I ever have an opportunity. I shall
see that an alteration is made in the system
and that a proportion of the vacancies are
allotted to the country as well as to the
city.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: On a population
basis or what?

Mr. THOMSON: Government employees
are compelled to reside in country districts,
and when there are vacancies for appren-
tices, it is only fair that a proportion of
them should be allotted to youths in the
country districts.

The Minister for Railways: Under our
system we choose the best lads.

Mr. THOMSON: I have no doubt about
that, but what chance has a boy, whose
father has been sent out to some wayside
railway station, as compared with a boy who
resides in the city?

The Minister for Railways: We have more
country than city boys as apprentices.

Mr. THOMSON: Boys in the city have
opportunities to attend first class schools,
whereas country boys are compelled to at-
tend a small school prohably in charge of
a young girl. Take a boy from a small coun-
try centre and a youth accustomed to the
crowds of the city, put them both in an ex-
ruination room, and who has the advantage?

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The country boy
will come out on top.

Mr. THOMSON: Will he?

The Minister for Bailways: The fact is
that the country boy, do come out on top.

Silr. THOMSON: The member for Albany
is not as conversant with the conditions ap-
plying to his own electorate as he should
be. This matter has been brought under my
notice by residents of the hon. member'.
electorate as well as my own.

Mr. Lambert: Country boys are just as
bright as other boys.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 ant not saying that
they are not. A boy resident in the metro-
politan area gets a free pass to attend the
selection, just as does the boy from the coun-
try, but what does it cost the city boy as
compared with the country boy?9 The system
should be altered. I appeal to the Minister
to give serious consideration to the matter in
the interests of the children of workers liv-
ing in the country.

The Minister for Railways: Either the
boys have to come to Perth or the board
have to go to the country. We find it
cheaper to brine tile boy- s to Perth. The
hoard consist of five members, and they
choose the apprentices to ensure that every
applicant gets a fair deal.

Mr. THOMSON: Is the matter of select-
ing apprentices of such importance as to
wvarrant a board of five? Does it need a
board of five to determine whether a young
man is capable of firing an engine?

The Minister for Railways: We want to
get the very best.

Mr. THOMSON: Ah applicant has to
pass certain examinations. He has to pass
a medical test and an evesight test. Similar
tests are conducted at country stations by
travelling officers. It is not lair to compel
the country boys to come to the city and
appear before a selection board. They prob-
ably enjoy the trip, but it involves unneces-
sary expense, and I maintain that the prin-
ciple is wrong, especially as it affects the
children of parents whose positions in the
Government compel them to live in the coun-
try. If those parents followed their own
desires they would live in the city, and their
children would then have equal opportunity
with those of city workers.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
the position at all. There is a bigger per-
centage of successful candidates from the
country than from the city.

Mr. THOMSON: T am bringing under
notice a suggestion that I think the Govern-
ment, in the interests of country residents,
might adopt. Quite a number of instances
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have been brought under my notice by par-
ents who have asked me to use my inluene
to get the system altered. I have told them
that I possess no influence,

The Minister for Railways: 1 have no ini-
fluence, either.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so; the boys
obtain appointment on their merits.

The Minister for Railways: Many lads to
whom I have given a reference have not
been successful in getting a job.

Mr. THOMSON:- I wish it to be under-
stood that I ati not ea-d in- an.% reflection
on ti boarid wlho select tilie apiprentices. .
think the Government might well allot a
proportion of the vacancies to country lads,
and a proportion to city lads. That would
give greater satisfaction to parents in couti-
try districts.

11r, A. VWamsbroig: I. ilev -iieh condi-
tions very many more country lads would
be rejected.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not agree with that.
If a majority of the country boys succeed
in passing the examination in the city, there
would be nothing, for them to fear if the ex-
amination were held in the country.

Mr. A. Wansbrough:- Your proposal would
have the effect of restricting the number ap-
pointed from the country.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think it would.
Parents in the country feel convinced-theyv
may be wron-that their boys are severely
handicapped. The Minister might well ask
the Commissioner to consider the matter in
the light of the suggestion I have made.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
(7.55]: 1 do not propose to follow to any
extent the remarks of the mnember for Kat-
anning (Mr. Thomson), hult there are one
or two observations, I desire to make on his
speech. I will deal first of all with his late't
remarks. He contends that the present prac-
tic of the Railway Department. in guaran-
teeing an equitable investigation of the
claimw of every boy that desires to enter the
Government service by bringing all under~
one set of examinations, is unfair to the
contry boy, and suggests as. an alternative
that there should be local examinations. T
ask him to reason out the matter a little fur-
ther, aud explain bow the Government could
zet uniformity if they had one examination
in Katanning by one set of examiners, and
another examination in Collie by another setl
of examiners. How would he guarantee that

the examiners of Collie, were equally exact-
ing as the examiners of Katanning?

Mr. Thomson: Row do you get that uni-
formity with the schools to-dayf

Ron. W. D, JOHNSON:- The schools are
examined on. a definite curriculum.

Mr. Thomson: The same could be applied
to these examinations.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The bion. mem-
her will not reason these things out. It is
impossible to do as he suggests because
school children are taught by a teacher, who
is instructed as to how he should teach and
the subjects to be taught. Each child is ex-
amined on the result of the teaching, and
the result is not a judgment on the child
but a judgment on the teacher. The exam-
ination is to ascertain whether the teaeber i.-
doing justice to the children. There is no
analogy between the examiuation of a school
child and the examination of a boy desirous
of becoming an apprentice.

Mr. Thomson: Is that all that school ex-
aminations are fort

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I listened atten-
tively to the hon. member, and I want him to
see whether be has given the matter any
consideration at all. When I asked him how
he could guarantee that the result in Collie
would be the same from the youths' point
of view as the -result in Katanning, he asked,
"Why not do the same as is done in our
schools?" My reply is that the school child-
ren in Collie are taught exactly the same as
arc the school children in Katanning. The
teachers are directed as to how they shall
teach and the curriculum is laid down, and
consequently there is no comparison between
the examination of school children and the
examination of boys for apprenticeships.
Again, the hon. mnember said that in order
that the country child should have an op-
portunity equial to that of the town child,
a certain number of vacancies should b.-
allotted to the town and a certain number in
the country. Would the hon. member in-
clude the goldfields in the town area or was
he speaking only as a representative of the
agricultural industry? Would he allot the
vacaneie% on the basis of so many for the
.zoldflelds; so many for the coalfields; so
many for the agricultural industry and so
many for the town? Then again. would he
'ay that the boys residine, at the ports are
uaot. in the same environment as are the boys
in the city, and would he also give them
special consideration? The hon. member
could not reason it out in that way.

2203
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Mr. Thomson: I do Dot intend to, on yoiir
line of reasoning.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: flow would he
arrive at itI He says he would put it on
the basis of town and country. Would he
allot so many on the population basis to
Katanning and so many to Collie? would
he allot the number of boys who would come
from Collie a compared with the number
that would come from Katanning? The hon.
member has not reasoned out the matter.
It would he impossible to allot the number
of apprentices on that basis. We must take
the number that is available. What we
should do, and what has been done only in
reent years, is to give all the boys in the
State an equal opportunity of competing.
It may be news to the hon. member to know
that quite a number of apprentices in the
workshops have been subject to examina-
tion by this board. They have had their ex-
penses paid so as to put their parents to
the minimum of cost in order that they
might come to the city for examination.
Many of those boys have come from as far
north as Leonora.

Mr. Thomson: I know that.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Other boys have

come from the agricultural districts. If we
take the population basis, we will find that
the country has had a share equal to that
enjoyed by any other part of the State, if
not a greater share.

Mr. Thomson: My impression is that this
isnotmso.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: That is only an
impression. The hon. member admits that
boys from R~atanningr have gone into the
Workshops. This shows that they have been
capable of competing with other boys. If
some boys in Katanning are capable of com-
peting, why are not all the boys of Katanning
capable of doing so? Why should there be
some who are Capable and some who are
not?

Mr, Thomson: Don't be absurd.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: As the hon.

member has admitted that boys from Katan-
ning have competed, and I have told him
that boys from Leonora, Collie, and other
parts of the State have competed, this serves
to indicate that under the present system
all the boys in the State have a guarantee
of equal opportunity and of equal fairness.

75f r. Pastos took the Chair.]

Mr. Thomson: What are the percentages?
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I cannot tell

the hon. member.
Mr. Thomson: That is what I want to

know.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I hope the

Minister will not take seriously the conten-
tion of the hon. member on this point, but
will encourage the department to mete out
equial justice in the same way that it has
heen doing in recent years.

Mr. Thomson: So long as that is done I
shall be satisfied.

Hon. W. 1). JOHNSON: It has been
done. The results have proved that boys
from all partsi of the State are getting equal.
opportunities. The hon. member touched
upon long service leave, and tried to argue
the question as having been voiced by mem-
bers on this side purely in the interests of
railway employees. That is not so. Long
service leave has been advocated because it
is contended1 as the principle is admitted by
the State and is part of the industrial con-
dition of the State, that it should not be
limited in the way it is to-day.

Mr. Thomson: That is not what the Min-
ister said in his speech.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON:- I am not pre-
pared to accept the hon. member's interpre-
tation of it. The resolution of the Minister
was in favour of long service leave for
Government employees, not for railway em-
ployees.

Mr. Thomson: But he was dealing with
the railways. :We h ii

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: hnteMn
ister introduced his resolution in favour of
long service leave, he was addressing him-
self to the question of Government em-
ployees.

Mr. Thomson: You had better read his
speech.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The position
to-day is that long service leave is advo-
rated because a proportion of Government
employees enjoy that form of leave. It is
admitted that those who are enjoying this
leave are not subjected to the same laborious
and exacting conditions as appertain to
those to whom it is denied. We argue it
out, therefore, and say that if it is right
that those who start work at 9 O'clock in
the morning aind finish at 5 in the evening,
and whose work is not as exacting and
laborious as is the ease with others who
work longer hours, should have long service
leave, and seeing that the principle is sad-
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mitted by the State, an extension of it to
-other workers should be seriously eon-
sidered.

Mr. Mann: Do you know of any Gov-
eamient department except the railways
which is not getting long service leave now?

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: The implement
works are nor getting it.

The Minister for Railways: And the
Works Department and Water Supply De-
partment.

Mr. Mann: The police get it and all
members of the civil service.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I admit that a
large section of employees get it.

The Minister for Railways: And the Gov-
ernment Printing Office.

Ron. 'W. D. JOHNSON: It is merely a
question of extending the principle. The
hon. member should really oppose the grant-
ing of long service leave in the Government
service. If be does not oppose it, it is not
fair on his part to argue that it should be
limited to a section of Government em-
ployees. In the extension of these reforms
one must be guided by a consideration of
the finances. We must ask ourselves whether
we can face the economic responsibility. It
is doubtful at present whether we should
face the extension of this principle, but
that the claims of the employees are just
we must all admit. Long service leave
should not be limited to the section of Gov-
ernment employees who enjoy it to-day. I
hope the Government will gradually and
surely extend the system .until. all the work-
ers in Government employment have an
equal measure of long service leave grnnted
to them, so that no unfairness shall exist
towards one section. We shall then do
away with a good deal of the discontent that
has prevailed on this matter. We should
not confer special favours upon one section
and deny them to another.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you not think the
financial position is as favourable now as
when the Minister brought down his reso-
lution?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Govern-
ment have already extended a good deal of
consideration in other ways to Government
employees. I have no hesitation in saying
that the Government will extend considera-
tion to the question of long service leave
when the time comes. It must be remem-
bered that when the resolution concerning
long service leave was under consideration.
there was also the question of the extension
of the 44-hour week to the service generally.

Mr. Manm: There was no motion for a
44-hour week before the House, but theme
was one in connection with long service
leave.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: In all questions
of reform it is always wise to advocate the
most difficult and most unpopular portion
of the proposal first, the idea being to
create discussion on the subject and bring
it forward so that it may receive considera-
tion.

Mr. Mann: I do not think your line of
argument will satisfy the railway people.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: I am stating
whnt I shall be compelled to state if the
matter comes up again.

Hon. V. Taylor: The Railway Union is
the only one that asked members, by cir-
cular, to subscribe to the Minister's resolu-
tion.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is no
reason why railway employees should not
circularise members. The Minister for
Railways did a service to the workers of
the country when he raised the matter by
definite resolution. He brought forward a
matter which had not received as much con-
sideration as that connected with the 44-
hour week. We were struggling to estab-
lish a 44-hour week at the time when the
Minister brought forward his resolution.
I was constantly in the Arbitration Court
dealing with case after case trying to in-
duce that court to recognise the claiam of the
workers for a 44-hour week. The 44 hours
had been promised to the workers during
the war period.

Mr. Thomson: By whom?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: By the advo-
cates of enlistment. Everyone on pnblie
platforms, when urging the workers to en-
list, said that after the war there must be
a reconsideration of our industrial condi-
tions, and that the workers of Australia
should receive a greater percentage of the
luxuries and leisure.

Mr. Thomson: It is very nicely put, hut
it is not correct.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We shall never
get those who voiced such opinions to admit
that they did so.

Mr. Thomson: They never made that
statement.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The promise was
made at the time.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member had
better deal with the railways.
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Hon. W. IX. JOHNSON: I am referring
to the application of the 44-boar system to
the railways. The Government of the day
have extended that principle to the Govern-
ment service generally, and have not limited
it to the railways. The next question that I
suppose will receive consideration is that of
the extension of long service leave to the
Government service generally. .1t would not
be statesmanlike for the Government to rush
in aind make one reform, without adjusting
their finances to meet the conditions of that
reform, and the economic pressure due to it,
and then immediately introduce another re-
form.

Mr. Mann: Have you read Mr. Scaddan's
speech on the motion when the Minister put
it upI You are using it word for word. You
are putting up the very defence he put up.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If it was made
at the time when he could be serious, I would
have read it, but if it was made in recent
years I would not be likely to have read it.
It only goes to show that my argument must
be fairly sound if it is backed up by others.

Mr. Mann: Your side of the House would
not accept it.

Mr. Sampson : You are safe if you re-
peat what Mr. Scadden said.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: The Minister
did a service to the Government employees
when he brought this question before Parlia-
ment. No doubt when the question comes to
be considered, the Government will honour
their obligations. I now want to deal with
a bigger economic question. It is constantly
being raised by the member for Kattanning.
He argues that it is not the function of the
Government to interfere with the industrial
workers employed in the railway system,
and that their industrial conditions should
be left to the judgment of others.

Mr. Latham: Left to the court.
My. Thomson: What is the Arbitra-

tion Court for?
Hon. W. D. JORINSON: He has argued

that it was not right for the Government to ex-
tend the 44-hour week to the railway em-
ployees, because of the result it would have
upon the revenue of the department. He
argued that if we extended the 44-hour week
to the railway employees and also long ser-
vice leave, the result of those liberal indus-
trial conditions would be reflected upon the
producers who would have to pay heavier
rates. Although arguing that it wits wrong
for the Coverument to do these things, in
the next breath he contended that it was a

function of the Goveininent, and that it was
economically sound to cart goods over the
railways at a Ions for the purpose of subsi-
dising one particular industry.

Mr. Thomson: I suggest that you read
the Commissioner's -report.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: I want to
analyse the position.

Mr. Thomson: I want y-ou to analyse the
Commissioner's report,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: According to the
member for Katanning, it is wrong for the
Government to give consideration to the in-
dustrial conditions of the railway employees,
but right to give consideration to the far-
mers who are paowing wheat.

Mr. Thomson: To provide revenue for
the railways.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: There is no
question about super. being carried over the
railways to-day at a direct loss to the rail-
ways I

Mr. Thomson: That is not so.
Mr. Latham:- You know it is used as back

loading, and no one knows that better than
you do.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is iiseless to
argue with some lion, members. The man
who can say that we can rail super. at rates
existing to-day and show a profit, or avoid a
loss, has not given any consideration to tbe
question.

Mr. VMann: Is it not better to carry the
super. at cheap rates than to haisl empty
trucks?

Mr. Thomson: Not in the member for
Guildford's opinion.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Hon. members
must realise that the railways cannot hau~l
as many trucks full with super as they can
haul empty trucks. There is another aspect.
It is remarkable, bunt true, that there arc
few farmers who will order their super-
phosphate supplies so that when they cart
their wheat to the sidings, they can take
back their wagons filled with supplies of
super. On the contrary, they prefer to take
back their wagons empty.

Mr. Latham: That may be so.
Hon. W. D. JOHN1QSON: The member for

Perth (Mr. Mann) is an offender. He has
a farm, but he aoes not make provision so
that when he catrts his wheat to the siding,
he can take superphosphiate back 'in the
wagons. He takes his wagons back empty.
In his own operations, he does not demon-
strate the soundness of the argument re-
Carding& the carriage of super. as back load-
ing.
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Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: And it may be
perhaps, six months before the super. is re-
quired.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That gets to the
very point! Farmers do not endeavour to co-
operate with the Government in this respect.

Mr. iMann: They lose the concession if
they do not.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: They leave it to
the last moment before they order their
super.

M1r. Thomson: That is not correct.
Mr. Latham: Of course it is not.
Hon. W. D). JOUNSOX: They leave it so

late that, year by year, the Government are
approached with requests to extend the
period during which cheap rate., will appic.

Mr. Thomson: You know that the Gov-
ernment could not supply the trucks neces-
sary to cart the supplies.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I know nothing
of the sort. Last year there was a difficulty
regarding super. supplies, but the farmers
were as much to blame as anyone else be-
cause of the lateness of their orders.

Mr. Thomson: That is not correct.
Mr. Latham: They were behind with the

deliveries.
The Minister for Railways: The farmers

care six times as much wheat as super., and
we had sufficient trucks for the wheat!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! This cross-
firing mnust cease.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Had the farm-
ers put in their orders in time to get the
super. as back loading when they were cart-
ing their wheat, the difficulty would not
have arisen. Had that been done, the
manufacturers of superphosphate would
have known exactly the quantities they
would have been called upon to supply.
Last year there was an enormous increase
in the consumption of superphosphates.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, 23,000
tons.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: The trouble
arose because of the time that the farmers
put in their orders.

Mr. C. P. Wausbrough: That is wrong.
Orders were in for September, October, and
November.

The Minister for Railways: Not for de-
livery.

Mr. C. P. Wanabrough: Yes, and the
member for Guildford knows it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I know nothing
of the sort.

Mr. C. P. Wanslirough: Then you should
know.

Ron. NV. D. JOHNSON: I know some-
thing of the co-operative movement, being
interested in a concern that was one of the

-biggest suppliers of superphosphates. I
have also some little connection with the
agricultural industry myself. There is no
doubt that the farmers delayed in sending
iii their orders.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: Do you know that
90 per cent, of the orders for super. for
next season are already in, and it has always
been so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am not arguing
that we have not done better this year, be-
cause a number of the farmers fell in badly
last year.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: And the fannerb
who sent in early orders were the last to get
their deliveries.

Hon. W. 1). JOHiNSON: I deny that.
.Mr. Thomson: It is correct.

I-on. W. D. JOHNSON: That is a reflec-
tion on the manufacturers. They send out
supplies in the order they receive requests
for them.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: No, they do not.
Mr. Thomson: Of course not. At the

same time I admit they tried to do so as
much as possible.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: My information
is that the manufacturers did so, and in
tact they make it a practice of fulfilling
orders as they are received. It would be
dangerous to do otherwise. The superphos-
phate companies are well organised. I have
been in close communication with them re-
garding industrial matters and that is one
way of getting a good idea as to the methods
of management and ability to control bus-
inesses. The two companies I refer to are
organised down to the last word regarding
production and distribution. I have always
understood, and I will maintain accordingly
until I am shown otherwise, that the com-
panies send out supplies as they receive or-
ders from the farmers.

Mr. Thomson: We know that that is not
always so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Anyone who
takes an interest in the question daring the
wheat carting period, must be struck by the
number of wagons to be seen at sidings, and
with the number that return to the farms
without super. a: hack loading.
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Mr. Latham:- Yes, because they take in
twenty times as mnuch wheat as they cart
back super.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: That merely
serves to show how easy it would he to
overcome this difficulty.

Mr. Thomson: It shows what the lion.
memiber knows about it.

Hon. W, D3. JOHNSON: The farmers
will not organise their back loading. They
have done something- this year, because of
the damage caused by rain last year.

Mr. Thomson: Whose fault was that?
WVho was responsible for not sufficient tar-
paulins being availabla?

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: Had the orders
been in earlier, the tarpaulins would not
have been required.

Mr. Latham: That would have been the
position had it nt rained so early.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: Had the farmers
put in their orders the Government could
have dIelivered the super. during the time the
cheaper rates applied.

M r.. C. P. Wansbrough: That is all moon-
shine and you know it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Though mem-
hers may not like them, yet those are the
facts. I know as much about the wheat
position as anyone else in the House. I
know what happened at my siding and I
know that only a fraction of the farmers
made any arrangement regarding back load-
ing with super., when they cearted their
wheat in. At that siding there have always
been discussions to the elffect that the Gov-
ernment should extend the period during
which the cheap rates should apply. If we
aire g~oing to subsidise an industry, we should
not do it in an indirect way. If it is un-
sound for the Government to interfere with
industrial conditions governing the em-
ployees in any public utility, it is equally
unsound for the Government to subsidise
any particular industry by means of cheaper
rates.

M,%r. Mann: The Minister does not agree
with you.

lion. W. D3. JOHNSON- I? do not cave
for that. Just as it may lie right for the
Government to carry superphosphate at a
loss, and to give special consideration to the
coal industry, it is equally right for the
Government to give consideration to the em-
ployees of the railwayvs. Tf we are to judge
the extent to which the railways should
provide better conditions for their em-
ployees by the capacity of the railv cys to

pay, we should not penalise the revenue of
the railways by providing cheap rates for
the carriage of supplies for a particular
industry.

M1r. Thomson: I did not say anything
of the sort.

Mr. Mann: It was what the member for
Guildfordi himst'f said.

Mr. La tham: Does the tuern her for Guild-
ford suggest an increase in the rate?

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I suggest quite
seriously that if the railways are to be sub-
joct to the type of criticism we have heard
from the member for Katanning, then we
must review the whole position. If the
agricultural industry requires a subsidy and
a bonus

Mr. Thomson: I did not say that.
Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: Then that con-

sideration must be extended directly by means
of a Treasury vote, so that the people will
know what they are contributing towards
the upkeep of the industry. That will en -
able the public utility to charge for the con-
veyance of commodities exactly in propor-
tion to the charges imposed upon the rfail-
ways. I would go father and say that if
cheap carriage is to be provided for coal, the
same thing should apply. If we are to sub-
ject our public utilities to examination and
criticism on the basis the member for Rat-
anning has suggested, it is absolutely wrong
for us to continue the practice of saying
that the conditions of the employees must be
on the basis of the ability of the railwayE
to pay.

Mr. Thomson: I did not say that at all.
I1 said the Arbitration Court should deter-
mine the question.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: The bon. mem-
ber has argued against consideration being
extended to the employees.

Mr. Thomson: I did not argue anything
of the sort.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: The member fox
Katanning has not the courage to say that
ha has been opposing the extension of tht
44hour principle to the railway employees
If be is not arguing against that from the
revenue point of view, -why then is he argu-
ing against it?~ If we are going to bas(
wages upon the power of the industry tc
pay, we must see that that industry has .a
f air chance of charging for the services ren-
dered, on an equitable basis; we must se(
that each industry shall carry its fair sharf
of the burden. It is unfair to rant some
industries consideration and deny it tc
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others. I am not going to devote any more
time to the member for Ratanning; I am
sorry I have occupied so much.

The Minister for Railways: I was going
to give him 20 minutes; now I ean dispose
of him in three minutes.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister
would be weU adyied to leave him alone
altogether. As one who was opposed to the
appointment of Colonel Pope as Commis-
sioner of Railways, I wish -now to say, as a
critic of that appointment, that the general
efficiency of the railways at the present time

-is certainly above the standard it occupied
when Colonel Pope first took control,

Members: Hear, bear!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON T was critical
when the appointment was made because I
thought that Colonel Pope had not the kind
of exptrienee necessary to manage a big
undertaking such as the Railways. I thought
that the kind of experience he bad obtained
would not qualify him for the position, but
I must admit, as one travelling around the
country extensively-and I move about with
my eyes open-that there is being displayed
in our railways more interest and more en-
thusiasm, on the part of the employees, than
was the ease before. A little while hack T
took part in an organising tour in connec-
tion with an activity, apart altogether from
any Government activity, and at one or two
of the meetings at which I was present T
met an employee of the Commissioner of
Railways in the person of Mr. Hickey. That
officer was going around the country speak-
ing to farmers and pointing out the unfair-
ness of the support that they were giving to
motor lorries, which were competing with
the railways of the State. I must pay a
tribute to the wonderful enthusiasm dis-
played by that officer and the manner in
which he placed the position before the
mneetings lie addressed. On all the occa-
sions when T was present there wras a gn
eral round of applause from those attending
the meeting which demonstrated in on uncer-
tain way that Mir Hickey had brought the
farmers round to his wvay of thinking. Num-
erous supporters of motor transport de-
clared, after having heard the opinions ex-
pressed by Mr. Hickey, and the claims of
the Railway Department in connection with
the carriage of certain commodities, that
they realised the unfairness of the support
thev' were giving to the motor vehicles, end
tlhnt they intenied thenceforth to re-estab-

lisli their connection with the Railway De-
partmenit.

Mr. Thomson: That is the advice we have
been giving our people.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: It was certainly
very satisfactory to find an officer display-
ing so much enthusiasm with regard to his
department and infusing his bearers with
his enthusiasm.

The Minister for Railways: We created
that position.

lion. WV. D, JOHNSON: It was a wise
creation and the Government were very
happy in their selection of the officer, I
I ]iave been through various parts of the
agricultural districts and hare met station-
masters, assistant station-masters, night
officers, and sometimes porters, all of whom
enthused over the tact that while Jack Jones
last year sent all his wool away in motor
wagons, this year he has given the whole
of his work to the Railway Department, and
that the sidings and stations are all exceed-
ingly busy as compared -with the position in
the previous year. When we find enthus-
iasm of that description all over the place
we must give credit to someone. As a rule
'we do not get an officer to display very much
energy unless he is encouraged in some
'way. I do not know whether it is the Min-
ister or the Commissioner, or both; whoever
is responsible deserves credit and the thanks
of the State. Right through the service
to-day there is a keener desire to assist in
every direction than was noticeable before.
This makes for greater efficiency all round.
It might be contended that competition has
contributed towards this enthusiasm and
that the motor truck has played a part in
that direction. I have not much respect for
motor competition, but if that competition
has engendered the enthusiasm in the em-
ployees to which I have referred, we can
thank them for their contribution. The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) said
that -what was wanted in this State was an
increase in our train haulage. The Minister
has been doing nothing else since he has
been in office; he haa been arranging the
railway system so as to increase the train
haulage. I might add that it was also the
ambition of the previous Government to do
likewise. Rails of 8Olbs. were laid between
Northam and Perth so as to carry heavier
trains. The weight of a train between
Northam and Wooroloo was totally different
from the weight of a train that could be
pulled between Woorolco end Midland
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Junction. Therefore we could not use to
the full capacity the advantage to be gained
by the heavier rails. The Minister told us
that we had to get something like a uniform
.grade between Northamn and Midland Junc-
tion, and a great deal of money is being
expended to-day to secure that uniform
grade so as to load a train to the capacity
that was previously limited to the area be-
tween Wooz-oloo and Northam. CulvertS
and bridges have been improved and
straighdtened and the work is still in pro-
gre~s. Anyone travelling between Perth
and Wooroloo must he struck by the num-
ber of men employed on the railway line.
There are to be seen Hume pipes, stacks of
concrete and other requirements, and work
going on vigorously in connection with cul-
verts and bridges, purely for the purpose
of strengthening and straightening them so
that they may carry heavier train loads.

Mr. Lambert: They are using imported
cement.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know
that that is so; 1 think the lion, member is,
wrong. Local cement is quite as good as
the imported article provided it is properly
handled, and used according to the direc-
tions given by the manufacturers. I hope
the Minister will make a note of that fact
because the policy of the Government is to
give preference to the local article.

The Minister for Railways: So far &s I
know, local cement is being used.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I think it is,
too. We must encourage the Government
to proceed with regrading. I do not wish
to limit regrading to that part of the rail-
way system between Wooroloo and the tun-
nel. As the member for Katanning has
pointed out, it requires to be done along
the Great Southern railwvay as well, and
about Mullewa. The Government are carry-
ing on this work and all we can do is to
encourage them to proceed at a faster rate.
There is one matter to which I wish to pay
special attention and it is the Minister's re-
ference to wheat haulage. Wheat produc-
tion this year is going to be considerably
more than in any previous year in the
State's history. I believe that the statis-
tician's estimate is below what will be act-
ually reaped. The harvesters are now work-
ing and the reports we have received are
that the harvest is heavier than was orig-
inally anticipated. If that is the case the
'Minister will have to he prepared for a total
yield of more than the 28,000,000 bushels

forecasted. We realise that the Minister
has been handicapped by the fact that he
has not been able to accomplish that which
he set out to do in expectation of a big har-
vest. He set out to provide certain rplling
stock, but I know, by reason of my coming
into contact with the workshops, that oper-
ations have been considerably hampered by
the zion-arrival of material ordered from
England. The Government set out to build
special trucks the tare of which would be
less and the carrying capacity greater than
those we have. To do that it was neces-
sary to import certain underframes, but un-
fortunately the coal strike in Great Britain
has made it difficult to get this material.
Operations have therefore been delayed at
the workshops. This applies not only -to
the manufacture of trucks, but to other op-
erations at the workshops. We farmers real-
ise that the Government have tried to
provide a greater number of trucks,
and that they have been prevented from
accomplishing their desires for the reasons
1 have stated. As one who takes a keen
interest in the operations at the workshops
I wish to say that I feel proud of the organ-
isation we have there; I consider it is equal
to anything in the Commonwealth. The
Minister has readily given a liberal sum of
money for the purpose of improving the
plant at the shops, and the equipment to-
day is considerably superior to that of a
few years ago.

The Minister for Railways: We spent
£21,000 there last year.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The plant that
has been put in has increased production
to a considerable extent and has reduced
labour costs.

Bon. G. Taylor: That 'obtains every-
where.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The trouble is
that we are not taking full advantage of
the increased production that can be
brought about by the more modern ma-
chinery employed. But, as a matter of
fact, the woikshops themselves have been
endeavour-ing to get machinery. It was re-
fused them until the present Minister took
control.

Mr. M.%ann: But £21,000 is no great sum.

Hon. W. D. JOHN SON: That is for one
Year. There must have been an enormous
exlpenditnre on new machinery and work-
shops equipment, though I cannot state the
exact figure. While giving credit to the
Government in that regard, I appeal to the
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Minister to try to assist towards better or-
ganisation than we have. There is a good
deal to be proud of, but we could improve
conditions considerably by having uniform
expenditure all the year round. The prac-
tice has been to spend a certain sum of
money during a given period of the year,
and then ease off, and then start again. It
would be better to have even expenditure
all the year round, so as to use the staff
for maintenance while it is required, and
then. without a break transfer to construc-
tion, rUnder those conditions economic re-
stilts would be much better. For example,
we undoubtedly want an additional number
of locomotives. The last order is just about
completed. I believe 10 locomotives have
been built in recent years. The -workshops
now have en educated staff. The works
have been culled until the pick of the men
have been obtained for locomotive construc-
tion, and wonderful economic results have
been achieved. The workmanship is most
creditable, and the financial results consti-
tute a tribute to the industry and attention
which have been applied. But unless the
Government immediately provide another
sum of money for the construction of addi-
tional locomotives, the staff will be stopped.
They are now in their stride, and engines
are being constructed in a systematised and
organised manner. A stoppage now would
mean that the whole thing would have to be
organised afresh, and the resultant delay
would be anything but satisfactory from a
financial paint of view. Therefore I hope
the Minister wilt endeavour to assist the
workshops management in their desire to
have A uniform expenditure all the year
round, permitting them to attend to main-
tenance and repairs and at the same time
provide all that is needed in the way of
aidditional rolling- stock and new construe-
lion. Just one word as to wheat transport.
1 was pleased to hear the MAinister's state-
ment that this year he is going to base the
supply of Available rolling stock on the
capacity of u1sers; or, in other words, that
the rolling stock will be made available to
the wheat merchant-; in proportion to the
quantities of wheat they have at the sidings.
Last year I tried to convince the Minister
that that was an equitable arrangement.
However, I. am prepared to admit that con-
ditions were not normal last year.

Mr. Mann:- Do -you mean that that is an
eqitable arrang ement irrespective of boats
in the harbour to load?

I-on. WV. 1). JOHNSON: Yes. I will
state why. Last year a grave injustice was
done.

The Minister for Railways: It is dinkwun
wheni a lot of boats are brought into the
harbouiik

Hon. W-1)I. JOHNSON: I will explain
what happened last year, and bow unfair
the position was to our farmers, apart from
the unfairness3 entailed upon the principal
wheat handlers of Western Australia. We
have in this State certain wheat merchanits
who buy on an Australian basis, They are
not limited in their purchases to Western
Australia. They are not Western Australian
firms. They have ag-encies in Western Aus-
tralia, but their principal operations and
their domiciles Are in Eastern Australia.
They buy in each of the wheat-producing
States. When chartering for the carriage
of wheat, they do so on an Australian basis.
They charter boats for the earriage of wheat
from Australia oversen. Last year they
chartered in anticipation of a normal crop
in the Eastern States plus a normal crop in
Western Australia. The crop was more
necarly normal in Western Australia than in
any other State of the Commonwealth, with
the result that the buyers in question had
a comparatively limited quantity of wheat
available in Eastern Au-istralia as compared
,with their charterin. In order to save de-
murrage and underloading, they were com-
pelled to transfer a greater percentage of
(-harters than they had intended to Western
Australia. The result was that our Gov-
erment were called upon to fill not only
such boats as would normally be chartered
for Western Australian wheat or used for
Western Australian loading, but also boats
sent here because of the smaller quantity of
wheat available in Eastern Australia. When
trouble arose throuigh the accumulation of
boats out of proportion to the wheat an-
ticipated for shipment here, those firms
called upon the Government to do the im-
posible-ko carry wheat to a greater extent
and in -reater proportions than ever be-
fore. They went to the Minister and told
hint what -was true. They said, "We bare
got boats lying at Fremantle- the demur-
rage is ruinouis; we appeal to you to realise
that we should have the wheat req~uired for
filling those boats." However, those boats
EAhnld have been filled in Victoria or South
Australia or New South Wales. The firms
brought them here. and then applied to the
Mini-te+' to help them out of the difficulty.
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I differ from the Minister in regard to the
action he then took. He sympathised with
those buyers in their difficulty. Probably
he did not fully appreciate the position at
the time, and therefore he stopped the sup-
plies of local buyers in order to expedite
the transport of wneat for the other buy-
ers. The result wvas that those who had
bought from a purely Western Australian
point of view, who were solely Western
Australian buyers and who had chartered
boats purely for Western Australian load-
ing, found themselves penalized by their
wheat being kept hack when it was wanted.
I do not say we suffered much.

The Minister for Railways: No. You dii
not pay any demnurrage.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Undoubtedly
grave anxiety was created. When I say
"we"~ in this connection, I speak as one
associated with the local wheat pool. We
were extremely anxious because we feared
that our wheat was going to be delayed and
that the demurrage would be transferred
from the shoulders of the private buyers to
ours, though we were in no way responsible
for the conditions created.

The Minister for Railways: I *fully safe-
guarded that matter.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know
whether the Minister did or not. However,
I give him this credit, that we suffered no
demurrage. I will say that fact was din'
to his organisation.

Mr. Teesdale: But the Minister said the
department suffered a loss of £30,000.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That was simply
because they rushed the wheat down to flit
boats which should not have been filled in
Western Australia By that rushing of the
wheat they limited the period of carriage,
which ended in April instead of extending
over another month or two. The Railway
Department used their trucks under stress-
ful conditions, and paid overtime during
a period; and eventually the trucks had to
lie idle for a longer time than they would
have done under normal conditions. How-
ever, I commend the Minster for his deter-
mination to hold a meeting of all the wheat
buyers this year and to call upon them to
show the quantities of wheat they have s-
cured. Then he is going to distribute the
trucks on the basis of the capacity of the
buyers to load them. If he does that, he
will find his organisation working smoothly.

Mr. Teesdale: Can anyone outside the
pool say what wheat they will have?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. Each day
the stocks at the sidings are known. The
private buyers know what the pool has, and
the jpool knows what the private buyers
have, at each siding. Those records are in
the hands of every buyer every day.

.1r. Teesdale: The private buyers wvill not
be crucified, though?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No: and it
would not he fair to crucify us either. The
body with which I am associated is a co-
operative concern worthy of any considera-
tion Parliament can extend to it.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is not private enter-
prise in any way?

lion. W. D. JOHNSON: It is not pri-
rate enterprise.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
the Railways Vote, and not co-operation.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I will admit that
it is a semni-socialistic concern, but neverthe-
less it is a co-operative concern soundly
based on co-operative principles. We do not
want the Minister to penalise anybody, but
we say that last year our competitors re-
ceived special consideration. The Minister
has stated that there will be no more of that.
We have forecasted not what the harvest is
going to be, but what the capacity of the
Railway Department is to deliver at the dif-
ferent ports, as regards our chartering. We
charter not on the quantity of wheat that is
going to be produced, but on the basis of the
Railway Department's eapacity to deliver
from day to day or from month to month.

Mr. Mlann: Even if you pay high charter-
ing rates, which are going to tell against
your clients 9

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No. The bon.
member is again wrong. What we do is
.this. In the first Place we get statistics
from our various agents throughout the
State. By that means we obtain an idea of
what the wheat production will be. We get
that information early in the year, enabling
us to anticipate the production. We know
from past experience what our share of that
production will be Last year we handled 66
per cent. of the wheat of this State. This
year we anticipate that we will handle at
least .90 per cent, of Western Australia's
wheat production.

Hon. G. Taylor: You are developing a
monopoly.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: For the infor-
mation of the member for Roebourne (.%r.
Teesdale) I may say that last year we
handled 66 per cent, of the State's wheat
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production, whilst the largest of our comn-
petitors handled 1% million bushels.

Mr. Teesdale; At one time the outside
buyers were very advantageous to the far-
mners. I speak of the time before the pool
started.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the boa.
member to connect his remarks with the
Railways Vote.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Roebourne would get me into difficulties if
I followed him on an argument of that
hind, but I am quite in order in pointing
-out to the Minister that last year my or-
ganisation secured 66 per cent, of the har-
vest. As regards the 66 per cent, in ques-
tion, we had previously estimated what the
harvest was going to be. We then estimated
what our share of the harvest would be
from a handling point of view. Then we took
into consideration the capacity of the Rail-
wayv Department to deliver the wheat at the
various ports-Albany, Bunbury, Geraldton
and Fremantle--during given periods. Early
iii the season we chartered boats in propor-
tion to the Railway Department's capacity to
shif t the wheat. By organising our business
on that basis we got in early this year, with
the result that we have been able to charter
in proportion to the harvest combined with
the Railway Department's ability to carry
right up to the end of June. Let me add*
that we chartered at a rate considerably below
the figures at -which private buyers chartered.
In reply to the member for Perth (Mr.
Mann), who desires to assist private enter-
prise, the hoodlers of this country, I may
say that our co-operative organisation is now
educated up to such a standard of service
that the business of the farmers of Western
Australia is done on a more economical basis
and that they are able to sell to better advant-
age. With regard to the chartering of
ships-

The CHLAIR MAN: I ask the hon, member
to get back to the subject of railways.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: Therefore the
chartering of boats must he on the basis
of the Railway Department's capacity to
deliver. The Minister said he proposes to
have a conference of all wheat agencies,
so that they shall declare their requirements
in relation to the harvest; and he will then
allot his trucks in proportion to their
capacity of load. If he does that, he will
be giving us 80 per cent of the trucks this
year, and our friends will get what they
are entitled to, namely, the other 2& per

*cent, I have emphasised, for the inf orma-
tion. of the member for Perth in particular,
that the Co-operative Wheat Pool is of ser-
vice, not only to the farmner but also in
assisting the railways to carry only that
which can he conveniently carried to the
various ports, if we put boats there,
not ahead of the capacity of the railways
to load, hut with due consideration to the
carrying capacity of the railways. So I
want the Minister to realise that in the
Co-operative Wheat Pool he has an organi-
sation that will work in with the railways
with due consideration for the economic conL-
ditions. We realise that he cannot rash the
wheat down in a month and have the trucks
standing idle for the greater part of the
year. We have no objection to extending

*the carrying season over a reasonable period,
but we must limit the time over which it
can be extended, because we must see to it
that the Australian wheat is marketed dur-
ing the period it is wanted on the world's
market. There is a limitation, and I advise
the Minister to confer with the wheat buy-
ing agencies to find out the extent to which
he can increase the period so as to make it as
wide as possible, doing full justice to the
marketing conditions with which the farm-
ers have to comply. The Manitoba wheat
comes on the market at a certain period,
and we have to fill up the market until that
wheat is available. If we get into the Mani-
toba period we come into competition with
a formidable opponent. During the period
in which we market we are in competition
with the Argentine wheat.

The CHAIRMAN: I shall be glad if the
hon. member will transfer his remarks from
wheat to railways.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I want the Rail-
way Department, in their declared intention
to extend the carrying period for wheat, to
take into consideration the marketing eon-
ditions and the necessity for giving weight
to those conditions in the interests of the
producers. As one representing what
might he called a railway constituency, I
want to say that never before in the history
of my representation of Guildford has
there been more general content, more en-
thusiasm in the Railway Department, than
we have to-day. The railway workshops to-
day are better equipped than ever before,
and we are getting better results than at
any previous period of my representation
of the constituency.

Mr. Latham: The change has been good.
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Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: Yes, there has
been a change of member, which has been
of advantage to the constituency, and there
has been alo a change of Government, which
has contributed to that advantage. Conse-
quently I feel sure the people of Guildford
will reeognise the advantages of having a
competent member and a sympathetic Gov-
ernment; and that the reflection 6f im-
proved conditions resulting from the com-
bination that is found in the workshops to-
day will be extended throughout the constit-
uency and beyond the constituency, and that
the people of the State generally will appre-
ciate the good Government that they have.

MR. BROWN (l'ingelly) [9.5]; 1 should
like to speak of the conveniences we have
on our railways. I travel on a railway giv-
ing a fast service, and I have always been
treated with the greatest courtesy by the
officials. However, I do not think our car-
riages can compare with those in the East-
ern States. Recently on a trip through all
the States I compared the railway facilities
in other States with those in Western Aus-
tralia. On one section I had a trip in a
second-class carriage and was agreeably
surprised to find the conveniences provided.
It was a new carriage, and if the authorities
can keep up with that standard they are
to be complimented. Some of our first-class
carriages are of a very old type, and fre-
quently the cushions are wvell worn and very
hard.

'.%r. Teesdale: As hard us these seats?

Mr. BROWN: Yes, as bard as these. Still,
for £600 per annum I am content to sit on
them. In some of the second-class carriages
I found the seats and cushions quite equal
to those in a first-class compartment. We
ought to make our second-class carriages as
comfortable as we can. Many people will
insist upon travelling first-class, whatever
the conditions; but if we made our second-
class carriages quite comfortable, we should
secure as passengers a number of people
who now patronise motor coaches and char-
a-banes. I found in Victoria and South
Australia second-elass carriages equal to our
first-class in point of equipment. I fail to
see why we cannot reach that standard in
Western Australia. Again, in our railway
refreshment rooms it is extraordinary that
one should have to pay is. for a cup of tea
and a very small scone.

Mr. Latham: Not a shilling; eightpence.

Mr. BROWN: Wherever I go I have to
pay Is. I have paid it at C~hidlow's Well,
and I have paid it at Spencer's Brook.

The Minister for Railways: Eightpenee is
the regulation price.

2%r. Latham: You wouldn't wait for your
chang-e.

Mr. BROWN: Duwn the (,reat Southern
I can get a large scone or a pie and
a cut) of tea for 8d., but I have paid
is. at Spencer's Brook and again at Chid-
low's Well.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They accepted
your change As a tip.

31r. BROWN.\: I know I paid Is. In the
railway refreshment car one pays is. and
gets an additional piece of scone that one
could put in his eye.

The Minister for Railways: The regula-
tion price is Sd. for a cup of tea and a
scone.

Mr. BROWN: Whedi going to the open-
ing of the Muresk Agricultural College I
had A cup of tea and a sandwich at Chid-
low's, and paid is. for it. The Government
ought to insist upon a standard price in all
railway refreiliment rooms. In New South
Wales I found that the price was only 6d.
for a cup of tea and a scone or a sandwich.

Mr. Sleeman; Sixpence each.
Mr. BROWN: No, sixpence for both, It

was the same at the Sydney railway station.

Hon. S. W. 'Munsie: The cheapest meal in
Australia is obtainable at the Sydney rail-
way station.

Mr. BROWN; In travelling on the Great
Southern line I am often struck by the
stoppages and delays. At Spencer's Brook
the train stops 15 or 20 minutes. Twenty
miles farther on, at York, there is another
stop of 10 or 15 minutes. Twenty miles
farther there is a stop of iS minutes at
Beverley, and at Brookton there is still an-
other stop. Why should all this time be
wvasted in that short distance? It reminds
me that a refreshment room ought to be at
Brookton, which is recognised. as the dis-
tance from Perth constituting an 8 hors
day. The new railway station there is a
credit to the department, and I cannot see
why the refreshment rooms should not be
there instead-of at Beverlev. I was sur-
prised to hear this evening that the Com-
missioner of Railways is not under the
direct supervision of the Minister. Each
succeeding Government have their own
policy, and as the railways are run under
the direction of the Government, it stands
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to reason the Commissioner ought to be
getting his intuetions from his ministerial
head. It wa,. part of the policy of the
present Government to grant the railway
empiloyees the 44-hour week. Certainly that
dlid not emanate from the Commissioner.
The result was that the Commissioner had
no0 olptionl but to put the system into opera-
tion. That and other benefits to the rail-
way people have added £100,000 to the cost
or running our railways.

The Mlinister for Railways: That includes
increased wages also.

31r, BROWN: From the Estimates we
find that the Minister expects a buoyant
revenue, that we are to have the largest
cereal yield we have yet had, that the popu-
lation is increasing, and that therefore the
passenger traffic also inst increase. Pro-
duction of all other kinds mnust increase
also, and yet in spite of the Minister an-
ticipating a Iiuovan t revenue from the r-ail-
ways this year, he has indicated a profit of
only £5,000.

The Minister for Railways: We have an
increased interest bill to meet for a start.

Mr. BROWN: That is not very great.
The Minister for Railways: Is it uot?
Mr. BROWN: The freights and fares

charged here are equal to those charged in
other parts of Australia.

The Minister for Railways:. They are
cheaper than those in the other States and,

sfar as I can fintd out, cheaper than those
charged anywhere else in the world.

Mr. BROWVN: I have no objection to
the railway employees receiving increased
wages provided the railways can afford to
pay them, but I do object to the repeated
cry, whenever a small request for improve-
mieats. is preferred, that funds are not availI-
able. A country member often has to apply
to the Railway Department for some little
improvement in the shape of a crossing,
additions to a railway station, for sheep
yards or trucking yards that will. mean
great convenience to the people, but inivari-
ably the departmental reply is to this effect
"The matter will receive attention when
funds are available- At present funds are
not available, and therefore your request
mnust stand in abeyance."

Mr. Sleeman: Do you want the working
inan to go short for that sort of thing?

The Minister for Railways: You are now
discussing items that come under loan ex-
penditure.

Mr. BROWN: A certain amount of
money is allocated to the Railway Depart-
ment.

The Minister for Railways: But you are
bpeaking of capital expenditure.

Mr. BIROWVN: What I am speaking of
-%,i11 come under loan expenditure!

The Minister for Railways: Yes.
Mr. BROWN: Thea I shall take an-

other opportunity to deal with it. I should
like to refer to the competition of motor
trucks with the railways. I am pleased that
the traffic by motor trucks is decreasing.
Personally I believe the remedy lies entirely
in the hands of the Railway Department.
If the Commissioner had a free hand, I
maintain that he could drive the motor
trucks off the road in a month or two.

The Minister for Railways: But you,
would not give him a free hand to increase
super. freights, -which would enablo him to
reduce other freights.

Mr. BROWN: Motor trucks carry prih-
elpally high-class goods. For a radius of 150
miles the freight is worth probably 100s.
per ton. When a load of kerosene, benzine
or other high.class freight is placed on a
mnotor truck, it can be delivered right at the
preibes of thp man to whom . it is con-
signed. If the goods are sent by. rail, 94
special truick is probably required, most
likely the train Ioes not run to time, and
delivery has to be taken at the railway yard.
Thus great inconvenience results from
transport by railway. A motor truck can
run a couple of hundred miles in a couple
of days and deliver its load right at the con-
signee's store. That is one of the reasons
why the motor trucks have been -to largely
patronised. The competition of motor
vehicles3 is going to be a serious matter for
the railways. The large sum of money
granted by the Federal Government to aug-
ment the State expendliture on arterial and
main roads must result in a great improve-
ment of our highways. Our main roads in
many instances run parallel with our rail-
ways. The road between Northam and Clack-
line is a splendid piece of work that cost
nearly as much per mile as the cost of build-
ing a railway. In future, with the improve-
ment of our roads, wre must expect serious
competition from motor vehicles. I am told
that the motor truck has been brought to
such a pitch of reliability that there is no
doubt of its having come to stay. I sug-
gest that the Government offer every induce-
ruent; possible to regain the trade that the
motors have taken from them, T regret that
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the Minister wade no mention whatever of
motor coaches for country districts. I am
surprised that he did not have something to
say about them because, on many of our
spur lines, they could be used to advantage.
We have trains that take ten hours to do a
journey of 100 miles, due to the delays at
the various sidings consequent upon the
guard having to handle the goods. One can
imagine how annoying it is to passengers to
have to submit to long delays on hot days
while shunting and such like work is car-
ried out by the train crew. Why cannot the
Railway Department introduce motor
coaches of the type used in South Austra-
lia and New' South Wales? I had a ride in
a motor coach from Tocumwial to Narandera,
a distance of 110 miles. The journey occu-
pied 4Y4 hours; every seat was occupied and
the coach carried mails and small packages.
Inquiries I made showed that after allowing
for overhead sod running expenses, the
coach was showing a clear profit of £10O per
day. I fail to see why we cannot get motor
coaches of a similar type for work in this
State. If a motor coach were run from
Brockton to Corrigin-a line typical of a
dozen others in Western Australia-and
could cover the 60 miles in three hours in-
stead of six or seven hours occupied by the
train at present, the convenience to the pub-
lic would be imnmense. I should be surprised
if the revenue derived from such n service
did not prove adequate to cover intarest and
sinking fund on the cost of the coach and
the whole of the running expenses. I am
told that our motor coaches are not a suc-
cess. I had a ride on the motor coach on the
Albany-Denmark line. I saw nothin,~ wrong
with it; I wvould rather ride in that motor
coach than on our Perth trains. I am told
that that coach is not a success, buc whether
that is due to its having the wrong type of
engine, I do not know. We do know, how-
ever, that the internal combusion engine has
been carried to such a pitch of perfection
that it can be run on a very small fuel con-
sumption, and I think it would be advant-
ageous to use motor coaches on all or light
spur lines. The engineers, in building a lot
of our lines, have not given sufficient atten-
tion to grades. Light rails have been used
and light engies have to be run on them,
though the progress of the country and the
increase of traffic show the need for being
able to haul heavy loads. An engine may be
able to haul a load of only 200 odd tons over
a section of a railway, whereas on another

section it might be able to haul 600 tons. It
is a mistake to build railways with such
steep grades. It would be far hetter when
laying new railways to face the additional
cost of adopting grades of not more than
one in 80.

Mr. Withers: What if the prospects of
the country did not warrant it0

iMr. BROWN: There should be little
doubt on that eseore. Let me refer to the
deviation of the line through the Darling
Ranges. Wherever one goes he can see the
huge embankments and new track laid on a
more favourable grade. Another deviation
is being made to enable a load of 500 to 700
tons to be hauled, and the farthc~-t point
from the existing line is only 1/2 miles.
Why could not the engineers originally have
discovered the more suitable route?

Mr. Wilson: The engineers responsible
are dead.

Mr. BROWN: I think the Premier was
quite right when lie said that everywhere in
Western Australia may be found monuments
to the incompetency of our engineers. It is
ridiculous that, after all the money that has
been spent on railways, we now have to seek
new routes of more favourable grade and
that those routes lie within 11/ miles of the
old routes.

Air. Marshiall -You must remember that
we have heavier engines now than we had
formerly.

Air. BROWN: But they are running on
the iame tracks. Proper investigation should
have been made LAy the engineers originally
to ensure that the best grades were vbtained-
The same applies to many of our country
lines, On our spur lines the curves are ex-
ceedingly short, and they dodge around hills
on such steep grades that only small loads
can be carried at a very slow pace. Tt would
he much better to face the additionol cost at
the outset and make the lines satisfactory.
We have differential freights in this State,
and it i4 realt3 surprising to find what a
number of different rates we have. It is
most confusing for a novice to decide how
to consign his goods. We should have a
straight out schedule so that a man would
hnow without the slightest doubt how to
consign his goods. It is stated that super-
phosphate is carried by the railways at
a loss. I do not think it is carried at a
loss. Superphosphate provides back loading
for trucks that otherwise would have to be
run empty. If the rate charged only just
pays the department, it is advantageous to
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.have such loading rather than run empty
trains. I1 am told that in New Zealand phos-
phate is carried to the farming districts
absolutely free of charge, and that the Gov-
ernment reap the benefit in the shape of
additional freight from increased produe-
.tio if.

Mr. Marshall: Do you know that if the
railways carried tree of charge all the re-
quisites of the mining industry, the country
would reap the benefit?

11r. BROWN: That might be so. If it
were proved that the fr-ee carriage of mining
machinery would be advantageous to the
.State, I should see no objection to granting
it.

.Mr. Teeslale: What a bowl there would
be if you suggested carrying machinery free!

Mr. BROWN: It is the policy of the pre-
sent Government, as I believe it was the
policy of the previous Government, that
saperphosphate should be carried at a re-
-duced rate during certain months of the
year. It is sometimes impossible to get sup-
plies delivered to time. If superphosphate
is ordered at the end of the year fox de-
livery on the 15th April, it might not be r-
ceived by the farmer until much later owing
to the manufacturers sending out their
orders in rotation through inability to secure
trucks when required. Consequently farm-
ers have had to pay the higher rate for super-
phosphate transport. Many poor farmers
who were unable to pay cash had to get their
supplies from merchants who charged Is.
per ton per month interest. Consequently
farmers were tempted not to lodge their
,orders too early. A good many clients of the
Industries Assistance Board had their orders
for superphosphate sent out at a Inter period
than that stipulated.

The Minister for Railways: Not much
was sent out at the increased rate.

Mr-. BROWN: I know for a fact that if
clients of the board were in difficulties, the
board had to consider their position, months
passed, and the superphosphate was not de-
livered till late in the year, with the result
that the higher freight charges had to be
paid.

The Minister for Railways: Practically all
the superphosphate was delivered within the
time.

Mr. BROWN: Everf year we have re-
quested that the time should be extended.

The Minister for Railways: And we did
it, too. Very few people have paid an extra
rate, probably not one man in a thousand.

Mr. BROWN: That is good policy for the
railways. We are told there is likely to be
a shortage of trucks. There has been a short-
age of tarpaulins. I have seen superphos-
phate delivered at sidings, thrown down, and
left with no covering upon it. I have been
told the railways have made an agreement
that if rain should fall before the superphos-
phate is taken over, the superphospliate can
be returned to the works and a fresh supply
will be sent out.

The 2 inieter for LlailwayF: That has been
done.

Mr. BROWN: I have seen superphosphate
unloaded from trucks on which there has
been no tarpaulin. Perhaps heavy rain has
come and spoilt the whole consignment be-
fore it could be delivered. I trust the rail-
ways will have a reasonable supply of tar-
paulins available this year.

The Minister for Railways: A large sup-
ply of extra tarpaulins will be available.

Mr. Teesdale called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Re-Us rung- and a quorum formed.

Mr. BROWN: Western Australia will uin-
doubtedly progress. The time will soon
arrive when silos and elevators must be
erected. In the wheat areas of New South
Wales six or eight silos are erected every
10 miles, having a capacity of 50,000 bushels
for each silo. The Railway Department in
this Stat6 will have to consider the question
of building hopper trucks suitable for the
carriage of wheat to the seaport. One of the
first things that will have to be entertained
is the provision of terminal elevators at Fre-
mantle and other ports. Probably the wheat
will be carried in bags to begin with, bunt
ultimately the bulk handling system will have
to be adopted.

Mr. Marshall: Why?

Mr. BROWN: Because of the number of
bags used at every harvest. These are a dead
loss to the farmer, and he has to replenish
his stock every year. The cost of the eleva-
tors would he paid for out of the saving in
bags. Probably in the not very distant future
the State will be producing between 70,000,-
000 and 80,000,000 bushels of wheat. We
shall then be obliged to consider the build.
ins of silos at railway sidings, and the con-
struction of trucks suitable for the earriaze
of wheat in bulk to the sea ports.



221S [ASSEMBLY.]

MR. MARSHALL LMurchisoni [9.35]: 1
differ from the views expressed by the mem-
ber for Gascoyne. I have several grievances
to bring forward relating to railway facili-
ties between Geraldton and Meekatharrat
and between Meekatharra and Pertb. I am
not concerned about elaborate aecommoda-
Lion for interstate passengers and luxuries
afforded on the trains to visitors. I am de-
sirous of retting something approaching
reasonable treatment for passenger and
animal traffic between the points I have
mentioned. I have written to the depart-
mental officials, the heads of departments,
in order to get redress iii these matters. I
have pointed out that very frequently the
trains do not i'un to time. Only a month
or six weeks ago one train arrived in Perth
four and a half hours late. That is an im-
portant factor for those who have come the
whole distance. There are 37 stopping
places between Meekatharra and Perth, and
of these 40 or more are unattended sidings.
Anyone who arrives at one of these sidings
at the time at which the train is scheduled
to reach it may have to wait about for a
long while in the cold weather before the
trinn actually appears.

H~on. G1. Taylor: Is that the train from
Perth?7

Mr. MARSHALL: It applies both ways.
I have protested against this state of affairs.
I have been to the department and I have
written to the department. It has been
admitted that it seems impossible to run
the trains to time.

The Minister for Railways: It has not
been admitted to me.

Mr. MARSHALL: On one occasion the
officer said he could not understand it. He
said he bad extended the schedule time on
two occasions, and yet the train did not
arrive when it should. I had one trip from
Meekatharra recently. For once in a way
we arrived in Perth two minutas early.
Everyone cheered as the train drew in, for
it was wonderful for the Murchison train to
arrive on time. The officer said he wvas not
able to get the train to run as regularly as
was the case with other trains. It would he
much better to extend the schedule time and
run the train to that, instead of trying to
hasten the transit of the train and keep the
people waiting. It seems impossible to run
this particular train to time. I have pro-
tested also azirinst the water facilities that
are provided in the summer. I returned to
Perth a fortnight ago to-day, and left on

the same train for Meckatharra. The tem-
perature at Meekatharra was 104, but I
found the usual lack of wvater facilities.
There was one be-per coach instead of one
for every compartment. Those bag-. were
dangling about like handkerchiefs on the
side of the particular compartments to which
(hey were attached. I wonder how long this
state of affairs "ill continue.

Mr. Teesdale: We will fix it up next
year.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: 1 do not know about
that. I am) atraid if it rested wvith the hon.
member those water facilities would never
he afforded.

The Minister for Hallways: An average
of 30 per cent. of the water bags is stolen.

.Ar. MAR'SIIALL: 1 am not troubling
about that. The train goes to Geraldton
and leaves Grraldton, and the Minister hael
better look around (jeraldton for the miss-
imig bags. I am not interested as to where
the bags go: I am interested in getting
water facilities for people who have to
travel4 600 miles. I have frequently travelled
on £hoc Kalgoorlie express. It seems the
most up-to-date portion of our system.

M.Nr. Teesdale: It is the worst part of our
system.

Mir. MARSHALL: It is the most up-to-
dlate portion I know of. I have not travelled
in any part of the State where the trains
have kept better time, and where better
rolling stock has been provided.

Mr. Sampson: You cannot complain
about the catering on the Wongan Hills
line.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have complaints
about the side-door coaches that are used
between (3eraldton and Meekatbarra. I
recently asked a question of the Minister
as to why we could not get a through train
for the loing-distance passengers from
Meekatharra to Perth and return. The
Minister said that health was one of the
reasons for this. He can take that answer
back to the departmental officer who gave
it. From a health point of view there is
nothing so bad as the side-door coaches.
They were devised for a cool climate. Each
eompartment with side doors has lavatories
with a flushing system that would not
dampen the back of a mosquito!

The iMinister for Railways: You have a
good case without the necessity for exag-
grating.
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Mr. MAltSUALL: I ant not exaggerat-
ing. I am prepared to go with the M~in-
ister and examine the coaches.

[Mr. lambert took the Chair.)

The Minister for Railways: They are all
right.

Mr. MARSHALL: Half the time there
is no water provided at all.

The Minister for Railways: The tanks
are always tilled up at the commrencement
of a journey.

Mr. AIARSIIALL: Yes, like the water
bags. I ani not prepared to accept the
aad~tients of departmental oflicers with thv
same good g-race as the Minister does. 1 want
to see better rolling stock provided for the
people in the back country, and if 1 cannot
get justice by means of correspondence, I
will raise the question here.

The Minister for Railways: i do not
object to your ventilating the matter.

Mlr. MARSHALL: I have hr etr
from the departmental olfliers that I pre-
slime the Minister has sanctioned, and I
know the statements contained in those
communications are not correct. I am
getting tired of it. The Minister for Mines,
Mr. -Moore, a one-time representative of the
Central Province in the Legislative Council,
and I waited1 upon the Commissioner of
Railways and asked for a through train.
for clean coaches by means of a change at
Mullewa, and for space to be reserved for
long-distance travellers. We received a
promise that our request would be acceded
to, and yet not one of those concessions bag
been provided. On one occasion at Mullewat
tot.e was no room for the passengers who
wished to board the train. From 15 to 20
men, women and children were on the plat-
form and told me of their difficulty. After
the railway officials had endeavoured to
cram the people into the two coaches,
they decided to break the train and
add a third coach. Although they knew
long before the train got there exactly what
traffic was to be coped with, not sufficient
capacity was displayed to overcome the
difficulty. It showed the wonderful control
there is over such matters. They do not
care a continental what happens. It is no
one's responsibility and no one seems to
care. On that particular occasion the train
was 21/2 hours late in reaching Mullewa, and
yet there was a further delay at that station.
Preference is given to short distance pas-

sengers and if the long distance passengers
are able to get accommodation, it is merely
a matter of chance. I have previously re-
ferred to the question of marshalling stock
trains, but i amn told that a regulation pie-
vents the railway officials front putting the
livestock behind the passenger coaches. On
the other hand, the stock are put after the
engine and the stench blows back on the
passengers. When shunting has to be un-
dertaken, the stock get knocked about.

The Minister for Railways: There is very
little shunting of stock on the way down.

Mr. 2LARSH2ALL: But whyv cannot the
stock be marshalled behind the passenger
coachest

My. Kennedy: It would not be safe; what
you suggest is absolutely impossible.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: You are talking
without your book.

.Mr. MARSHALL: Well, it seems feasible
to 11nI.

Mr. Kennedy: You don't know anything
about it.

Mrl. MARSHALL: From my experience
I know that many of those who have worked
on the railways do not know much about
them! I do not know if what I suggest is
possible, but I have never been given a sat-
isfactory explanation as to why the stock
could not be marshalled behind the passen-
ger coaches.

The Minister for Railways: Where would
you have the guardi

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the ba.
member to address the Chair, and not worry
about cross-examinations.

Mr. MARSHALL: When it comes to
dealing with stock for the market, it seems
all right to knock them about as much as
possible. If what I suggest cannot be done,
the Minister can indicate why it cannot
be done. W-hy do the regulations prevent
its being done?

Mr. A. Wansbrough: It is a question of
safety first.

Mr. MARS HALL: I enter a protest
against the treatment of stock on the way
to the market. The animals are knocked
about in such a way that the growers are
prevented from receiving the profits that
should be theirs. I do not know that we can
expect much to be done until a more firm
and courageous officer is in control, one
who will see that it is someone's duty and
responsibility to improve the position that
has obtained for many years along the Mur-
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ehison line. I wrote to the Railway De-
partment asking for more rapid transport
by means of a special stock train ex Meeka-
tharra. I was told that the present sched-
ule time was considered satisfactory. The
departmental officers do not say where they
get their information from, hut I presume
that they communicated with Dalgetys,
Elder Smith, and the other firms that con-
trol our railways so far as the trucks for
livestock are concerned.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
SO.

Mr. MNARSHALL: They control that por-
tion of our rolling stock.

The Minister for Railways: Only regard-
ing the tnickin- of stock to the markets.

,vrr. MARSRALLi: If anyone requires to
truck livestock to the market he does not
worry about the Railway Department, but
communicates with one or other of the stock
agents.

The Minister for Railways: Only for
transport to the market.

Mr. M NARSHALL: At any rate I assume
that the people I referred to were those to
whom the railway officials applied in order
to ascertain whether the schedule was giv-
ing satisfaction. Fortunately this reply -was
seen by growers in the noirthern parts of
the State. Very soon resolutions were
passed on the subject and a petition signed
for presentation to the Commissioner of
Railways. The 'Minister will bear in mind
that at no time did I refer to a mixed train,
but merely to a special stock train. This is
the reply I received-

In reply to your letter dated the 22nd ultimo0
enclosing .petition from stock owiiers regard-
ing the transit of stock from Meekatharra to
Midland junction, I am directed by the De-
puty Commissioner to say that to reduce the
journey by six or seven hours, as suggested,
would he quite impossible, as it would be be-
yond the speed limnits for the journey. Until
such time as there is some regularity, in the
transit of stock, which would enable single
engine loads to rum right through as special
trains at the highest speed limits-

That is the very train I was speaking of
with reference to running right through-

-the present arrangements cannot be im-
proved. Even then the journey could only be
shortened by about three hours and provided
everything wiorked out exactly to plan.
Why have we not secured the reduction of
three hours in the time of the journeyI One
stock train was held up for two hours at
3Mullewa.

Mr. Withers: Have you ever heard of a
stock train being held up to enable dead
cattle to be hauled off ?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not want the
member for Bunhury to confuse the issue.

Mr. Withers: I am talking from exper-
ience; you are talking from hearsay.

Mr. MARSHALL: The fact that the memn-
ber for Buabury has driven an engine, does
not give him the right to assume that I
knew nothing about the transportation ofC
stock. 'No one would object to loss of time
due to stock getting down or having to be
taken off the train.

The MLinister for Railways: The stock
train may have been holding up another
train.

1M1r. ARSHALL: On this occasion there
was no necessity for the stoppage I refer to.

The Minister for Railways: It may have
crossed another train.

Mir. MARSHALL: At any rate the rail-

wvay officials admit that the time for the
journey can be reduced by three hours, pro-
vided everything works to plan, and yet it is
not done. Our passenger train to-day aver-
ages 17,45 miles per hour, with 57 scheduled
stops, while the special stock train, with 10'
or 12 necessary stops only, has a speed of 16

mIe an hour.

Mr. Kennedy: But it is a heavy train
and that makes all the difference.

Mr. MARSHALL: With 47 fewer stops,
the stock train should be able to travel at
the same speed as the passenger train. I
have looked up the timetable and have al-
lowed for time lost fo; watering the engine
and so forth, and for timne that does not
appear in the timetable, sucb as the five-
minutes stop at Canna. At every-siding the
train stops for at least two or three minutes,
and if the whole of the time involved in the
stoppages is assessed, it will run into five or
six hours. The trip could easily be done inr
27 hours1 but I am prepared to accept 30
hours. It is estimated that the trip could
easily be done in that time. Can the h13n-
ister quote any part of Queenslund where
there is to be fonnd 600 miles of line with
fewer grades than there are on the line to
Meekatharra? floes he know of any line
that has, a straighter run than the- Murchi-
son line? 9 Tam sure he does not. I am not
prepared to accept any of the comparisons
that have been made because I know only
the grades in this country. I could take hon,
members to where the Commissionex of Rail-
ways is now, and tell then. that on leaving

2220
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Natal the line runs through mountainous
country, and twists and turns and goes over
switchbacks. The speed there is about ten
milesi an hour, bat one could not expect any-
thing better in such country. All things
being equal, there is certainly nothi~g in
Queensland to compare with our railways.
Oa the Nlurchison we have 800 miles of per-
fectly straight line and as level as a billiard
table. I am yet to be convinced that the
period that is occupied by the special stock
train cannot be shortened. I asi not talking
about the miixed train, because on such a
train the guard has to get down at every
aiding, load and unload, and albo do the
shunting. It is not a fair thing. that oi special
stock train should be held up. From what
I can gather from those who use the line,
I do not think they would mind giving
stock trains preference. It is a remarkable
thing that every time a special stock train
comes down, occasion is found to hang it up
for two or three hours. Surely arrangements
could be made at 3ieekatharra to load the
stock two hours later, There would then he
no need for a long stop, and the stock
would not suffer by being held up on the
stationary train during the intense heat of
the day. 1 am siure that the Minister, if he
went into the matter mnore fully, could give a
far better service than that which exists to-
day. Unfortunately, the people on the Mur-
ehison never trouibled about anything. Had
they been like the Kalgoorlie people, they
certainly would have seen to it that they
received greater consideration. Now the
Murchison is the dumping ground for the
rolling stock refuse of the department. I am
very much dissatisfied with the position, and
I merely rose to express that dissatisfaction.

MR. CHESSON (Cue) [10.7]: T endorse
everything that has been said with regard to
the present management of the Railway De-
partment, and we can congratulate ourselves
on the approaching record harvest. I ap-
preciate the efforts that have been made by
the Government to provide additional rolling
stock to cope with the removal of the grain.
and realise that it is through no fault of
theirs that they hare not been able to secure
the manufacture of the number of trucks it
was originally intended to turn out. I am
glad to learn that additional tarpaulins arc
to be provided, and that in the matter of re-
grading there will be a big savinz~ in haulage.
T believe the Government aire doing the best
that can possibly be done to cope with the

harvest. Now I wvish to refer to the Murchai-
son railway service. Murchison residents
have cause for complaint as to the running
of the trains. I do not forget, however, that
at present enormous quantities of sleepers
are going over the Murchison line for the
Horseshoe manganese proposition. Every
train leaving Mullewa picks up sleepers on
each side of the road. Trucks are put off
for that purpose at nearly every siding. It
means that a train leaving Mullewa with 250
tons reaches Yalgoo with 450 tons or more.
In any case, however, hardly a train arrives
on the Murchison without being an hour or
two late. The trouble is the number of stop-
pages at small, unattended sidings. A great
deal of time is lost from this cause. The
scheduled run to Meekatharra now occupies
36 hours, and putting three or four hours
on to that time means getting in at about 3
a.m., whereas one ought to arrive about mid-
night. The people are complaining a good
deal on that aceount. As has been stated
this evening, some time ago a deputation
comprising Mr. Moore, then a member of the
Upper House, Mrt. Marshall, M.L.A., and
myself waited on the Commissioner of Rail-
ways5 in reference to corridor ears running
right through to Meekatharra. That system
obtained previously, but the corridor cars
are now taken off at Mullewa, where pas-
sengers revert to the ola style of car. The
Commissioner definitely stated that the
change had been made because of the extra
load to be hauled over the line. We realised
that that was a big consideration. The Com-
missioner further stated that clean earriage-z
would be supplied. From that aspect, how-
ever, there has been no improvement- The
carriages, T understand, are cleaned at (3cr-
aldton. Coming down, Murebison passengers
step into what are supposed to be clean car-
riages at Muleawa. However, those carriages
are not too clean.

The Minister for Railways: I have trav-
elled in them, and they see-med pretty clean.

Mr. CHESS ON: There are a good many
complaints on the score of their not being
clean. Never does a train arrive on time at
any station between Mullewa and MeTeka-
tharra. When there is a scheduled time, the
staff should endeavour to keep to it. The
real cause of the trouble is that the train be-
comes a pick-np train. There are two through
trains per week, and they are converted into
pick-up trains. That is how the time is lost.
It may hf- argrued that there is no necessity
for stopping and picking up. I can under-
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stand that the train arriving at Meekatharra
on Saturday, the train which brings perish-
ables, must he a pick-up train, and therefore
must lose a good deal of time. A matter
which the Miinister might well take into con-
sideration is the re-grading of the line from
Geraldton to Mieekatharra. We all know
that a start has been made on the railway for
the Horseshoe manganese proposition. It
will not be long before the line is completed,
and then there will be a train per day over it,
and perhaps a more frequent service. The
railway authorities have been going over the
line in sections and loading the train up to
its fullest capacity to show the grade in dif-
ferent sections. They are alive to what is
required. Seeing that the service is short of
rolling stock, it is well to make the line fit
to carry a f ull train load, instead of part of
the train having to be left behind and picked
up separately. The object should be to make
the fullest use of the rolling, stock. There is
one other matter to which I desire to call
attention on this vote. In my opinion, the
Commissioner of Railways is a common car-
rier, and as regards goods which are lost in
transit, and as to which advice notes have
been received, showing place and date of con-
signment, he should be compelled to pay the
amount of the loss. As regards goods prne-
paid and -consigned, with advice notes sent,
the total compensation one can obtain is £1.
I have had one or two complaints on this
subject lately, end the department informed
me that if the conaignor insures the goods
at a premium of 10 per cent., the full value
of any loss can be recovered. By asking 10
per cent- insurance premium the Railway- De-
partment practically admhit that there is a
good deal of pilfering going on. Goods con-
signed to the Murchison district are lost in
transit, and undoubtedly they are taken off
the trucks. Recently two cases of butter were
taken off a truck. The value of the two
eases was £6, but all the consignor could re-
cover was Z1, the reason being that he had
consigned at a cheap rate. A common carrier
on the roads who takes charge of goods is
responsible for their delivery, and the Com-
missioner of Railways should be on the same
footing.

MR. WITHERS (lBunbury) [10.20]: I
have had 25 years of experience of railway
ivorkinw- and know something about the sub-
ject. To-night I have heard many members
speak about matters of which they are
scarcely conversant. I do not know 'what

the Minister must have thoughit, for lie bai
listened to all th~ese speeches. I have 1101

heard one member criticise the railways ii
a constructive manner, or in such a way a
to offer asaiztanee to the Government in re
speet to the handling of the railways. 11
it is possible to offer constructive criticisti
that should he done.

Mr. Lathama: They would not accept it ii
yo u did offer it.

Mr. WITHERS: I quite agree with thi
hon. membe~r. That is the true position. 11
have some criticism to offer in conneetior
with the administration of the railways. The
least members can do is to be fair in tbei:
criticism, especially if some of them knou
very little about the subject. We shouk
always give credit where credit is due, It i-
very much to the credit of the present Gov
erment that they have endeavoured to mccl
the wishes of those who claim to represeni
the farming community, by increasing roll
in- stock and the number of engines usek
for hauling the trains, It is strange that ii
has taken all this time since the last Laboi
Government were in office to ascertain the
necessity for these things.

Mr. Richardson: You are wrong there.
Mr. WITHERS: I am right and I conkc

soon convince the hon. member of that if tuna
permitted. When the Labour Governmeni
were previously in office they considered ti
necessity for providing further transpori
facilities for producers. If we compare ti
amount of rolling stock that has been re-
nwed since then, with the amount that h&;
been renewed during the term of the preseni
Government, I am satisfied that the balane
will be in favour of the regime of the Lahoui
Party.

The Minister for Railways: It is foiu
times as much

Mr. WITHERS: I compute it at foui
and three-quarter times as much.

Mr. Richardson: We doubt that.
Mr. WITHERS: The whole thing hingei

on the productivity of the State and iti
progress. I have taken some interest b.
railway work. I did not greatly appreeiat4
the remarks of the member for Coolgardie
Criticism concerning the railways is neces.
sary in certain directions, and a genera:
look over may be necessary if they are nol
doing their job as they ought to do. I have
travelled on trains as much as most mem.
hers. I find this is not the place in which th
make complaints about them I have mad(
complaints about minor matters and have



[16i NovxmBER, 192G.] 2223

found the officers very attentive to them.
Such questions have not any great bearing
on the administration of the railways or the
progress of the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: The railway officials
ould have an opportunity of rectifying

these things before they are brought uI) in
the House.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. The Minister for
Rlailways mentioned one thing that was up-
permost in my mind last session. I refer
to the intermediate trains for people tray.
elling in the metropolitan area between
10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. I am sorry that
the result of the arrangement has not come
up to expectations. We have reached
a competitive stage in our suburban rail-
way service ill regard to passenger traffic.
Although we may not have shown good re-
suits on this occasion, the future may offer
much better results. We have only to pro-
vide those conveniences, or that service
which the people wvill appreciate, for them
to take advantage of the opportunity to such
an extent that the railways will pay. They
may not pay from the start, because they
have against them the motor traffic which
has taken away a good many of the passen-
gers. I took particular interest in the pas-
senger traffic during Show time. I wvonder
what would have happened to the public
but for the railway service that was run
on that occasion. if people had depended
upon motor transport it wvould have taken
them two months to reach the Show, and
another month to get back again. They
had to fall back upon the railways at that
critical time. One member said the rail-
ways charged more then than they do on
Dther occasions. That is not altogether
right. The railways handled the traffic on
that occasion expeditiously and with credit
to themselves. No outside organisaition
could have done as well. Because it may
be a little cheaper and a little more conven-
ient to travel in some motor vehicles, such as
we saw in connection with Roan's Anniver-
sary last week, many people now use that
means of transport who formerly used the
railways. Motor cars were assembled there
by the dozen, and people were being given
free rides to Roan's. When 6 o'clock came
I made it my business to see what would
happen. The shop closed then, and bun-
Ilreds of people waited outside for the yel-
low cabs and other cabs, but none put in
an appearance. The tramways then came
to the rescue. I was prepared to be scepti-

cai about the way the tramns would handle
that traffic, but in 10 minutes or so tramns
going towards Victoria Park relieved the
congestion in a wonderful way. People
were streaming out of Bons from all points,
but it remained for the tranmways to get
them away to their homes quickly. Thin
was managed in an admirable manner. I
an pleased that lay criticism is favourable
instead of adverse on this occasion. I do
not know whether members take the oppor-
tunity to look into these things for them-
selves. When people get into a tram or a
train they are prone to think more about
their own comfort thtan anything else. When
they come to find fault they should offer
some constructive criticism, or put forward
some idea that will lead to an improvement.
These are national undertakings, and we
should be prepared] to deal with them in a
Statesmanlike manner rather than in any
parochial way.

Hon. 0. Taylor: The public deserve some
consideration.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, but there are times
when we could easily overlook some little
defects and secure their rectification if we
went the right way about it. Before the
war seaside excursions were run to Albany,
Mhe fare for which was Z1, and to Bunbury,
the fare for which was cheaper still. The
department would be wise in re-establishing
that public service and to do so for the forth-
coming Christmas season because, once
people become accustomed to such a con-
cession, they make a practice of enjoying
seaside trips annually. Thus, they would
take advantage of the railways in prefer-
ence to travelling b)y road, especially in
view of the disrepair of most of the country
roads. I am sure the Railway Department
would reap Joe beneffit should they follow
that course. Much has been said about re-
grading, and there is no doubt that that
procedure is proving the salvation of our
railways. In common with the member for
Pingelly (Me. Brown), T agree that it would
be a good thing if the lines were constructed
in such a .'ay that subsequent regrading
would be unnecessary. It has to be real-
ised, however, that frequently there are cir-
soumstances; attached to a propositioa that
would not justify any such great original
expenditure. As time goes on, however,
provision for extra haulage is justified. For
instance, at one time all the coal that was
necessary for local consumption and for ex-
port could be hauled over the Collie-Broms-
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wick section, b~ut with the increased con-
suniption of told the Government were war-
ranted in regrading that portion of the line.
So it must always be. We cannot do every-
thing at once because to-day we are really
in our infancy. We are in the develop-
mental stage and there is yet much to be
done. With regrading, the railways will be
able to haul the produce from the country
districts with their existing rolling stock.
The increased wages given to the railway
men have been fully justified.

.1r. Latham: Naturally you would say
SO.

Mr. A. Wansbrough : And there is every
reason for saying so.

Mr. WITHERS: Although we have in-
creased the wag-es of the railway men and
shortened the hours of work, we have not,
perhaps, done quite all that the railway men
are entitled to. They are at the service of
tine producers. and they are entitled to eon-
sideration. We do not suggest for one sec-
tion of the industrial community privileges
that may act bep accorded to others, but
if long-_service leave can be granted, that
course should be adopted. After 25 years
in the Railway Department, I should have
been glad of long-service leave now, had it
not been, of course, that I was elected to
Parliament. If the Government can go to
the expense of regrading sections of the
railways, thus increasing the capacity of
the system for the haulage of greater tonl-
nages for the benefit of the producers, then
the industrial section of the community
aire also entitled to some consideration.
Those who are helping the producers in
every possible way should have something
done for their benefit as well. I hope that
the Government, before they go out of office,
will grant long-service leave. I do not con-
tend it is a plank of the Labour Party's
platform, and all are not pledged to it.

Mr. Richardson: They said so at the last
election.

21ir. WITHERS: I do not think so. At
ainy rate, it i not a plank, of our platform.
I believe the criticism that has been levelled
at the railways should encourage the Com-
missioner and the Minister to consider the
ioontion with a view to determining whether
the further concessions can be made. I
trust that the future operations of the rail-
w-ays will result in credit balances and that
with proper administration, and careful
control, the department Will Prove a qi11

more important factor in the operations of

the State. If concessions can be ,,rantied
in one direction, it is fair that concessions
should be granted ini other directions, and
if the producers can rmap the benefit, the~
railways should have sonic benefit from the
first class rates. As to the introduction of
the 44-hour period and the references made
to war-time Oiedges, I was employed in the
railways at the time and was one of those
who volunteered to drop four hours' pay
per week. That was for the purpose Of
assisting the Government and to avoid the
necessity for retrenchment. We agreed to
forego four l.ours' work and corresponding
pa~y.

Mr. Sampson: That was not for the pur-
lose of getting in the thin end of the wedge
for a n-hour week?

Air. WITHERS: Not at all. At that
ime we told Sir Jamnes- Mitchell that we
would shift the wheat and by doing that
"-e reduced our wages by about 6d. a day.

Air. Sampson: It was appreciated.
Mr. WITHERS: Yes, and immediately

Ihe Labour Government were returned, they
handed back those conditions to the work-
ers, and the workers in turn appreciated
the action.

[AMr. Lutey took the Chair.)

MR. LATHAM (York) [10.40]: The
hour is late, but I cannot let the oppor-
tunity go by, particularly when so much
of the people's money is invested in this im-
portant utility. The Minister has control of
the biggest utility in the State, and the ex-
penditure this year is estimated at 93,127,-
000. A good deal has been said about the
Minister having taken out of the hands of
the Arbitration Court the powers and juris-
diction of that court. I must agree with the
member for Katanuing (Afr. Thom~.on). It
does appear that, instead of appealing to
the court and accepting a decision, the union
influenced the Minister in order to get bet-
ter conditions both as to hours and wages.
We on this side always say that the Arbi-
tration Court, having been established for a
special purpose, ought.to be allowed to carry
out its functions it should be for the court
alone to fix the hours of labour and the
wages. It is regrettable that the Minister
should take that power out of the hands of
the court. If it did not happen in the first
instance, it certainly did happen in the sec-
ond instance, whiere the salaried staff was
concerned.
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The Minister for Railways: Exactly the
same procedure was followed in both in-
stances.

Mr. LATHAM: I will not labour that,
,but I am, going to deal with the working ex-
penses, set out in paragraph 9 of page 7 of
the Comnmissioner'si report as follows:

The increase of £158,962 in expenditure in-
celudes £98,000 on account of increases I n
.Salaries, wages and improved conditions in the
way of shorter hours and penalty rates for
-overtime granted to the staff.
I suppose the Government consider they
were well within their rights in incurring
this additional expense. When we find we
have £98,000, some consideration should be
-given to the conditions under which man
work in the country districts. Some of the
offices, particularly those at Quairading and
Merredin, are an absolute disgrace. The
accommodation at Merredin where, I under-
stand, the Minister draws £E600 per annum.
from. the lessee of the refreshment rooms, is
a disgrace to the State.

The Minister for Railways: It is only
because it means such a big amount to do
anything reasonable with it. The thing has
been shelved for the last 15 years.

Mr. LATHAM: Well, it has to be tackled.
The Minist er for Railways: I am going

to tackle it this year, to make a start at any
rate.

Mr. LATHAMN: I am glad to hear it. It
looks as if the State were bankrupt when
people from the Eastern States see such
miserable accommodation at one of our most
important junctions.

The Ministet for Railways: they doc not
see it;, they pass through in the dark.

ift. LATHAM: No, they pass through at
5 a.m. At this time of the year the sun is
then up. Still, I am glad to know the Min-
ister is taking up that matter. At Quairad-
the station is a little dog box, and on a hot;
day the conditions there are quits impos-
sible.

The Minister for Railways : It is not
nearly so important a centre as Merredin.

Mr. LATHAM: It is a wonderful
-revenue-producing centre, and something
ought to be done to make better provision.
Year after year we have these complaints,
what the Minister probably regards as petty
complaints. But T agree with the member
for 11urehison ('Mr. Marshall) when he says
trains are frequently sent out for long-
distance runs without a drop of water in
the overhead tanks. I myself saw an in-
stance at Narrogin. The frain was about to

move out when J asked the station-master
was he going to allow it to depart like
that. In mnany cases attention is not drawn
to it. There must he a lack of supervision
or such things could not occur. They should
not occur, particularly on long-distance runs
on a hot summer's day.

The Minister for Railways: I agree that
they should not occur. There is no necessity
for it.

Mr. LATIHAM- While I make these com-
plaints, 1 want to say we get from the staff
a lot of consideration that perhaps is not
quite within their duties. Repeatedly have I
pointed out by letter to the department that
there are certain places where permanent
camps are established alongside the rail-
ways. It is a shame to see women living in
little canvas humpies whilst in otht-r places
we see substantial residences. Particularly
do we find these humpics on the sandplain
country between Narembeen and Merredin.

The Minister for Railways: That line has
just been handed over. We cannot immedi-
ately spend £20,000 or £30,000 upon it.

Mr. LATHIAM. Not that much is re-
quired. There are only two gangs, aind I be-
lieve it will he n~ossible to work one from
Merredin, although I have no great know-
ledge of that. Qn these sandplains some
provision should be made.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
whole trouble. New railways are built with-
out any conveniences for the staff, and as
soon as we take them over we have to spend
large sums of money upon them.

Mr. LATHAM: I have been here for five
or six years, and every time I speak on the
subject of railways I declare that construc-
tion work ought to be done by the Railway
Department, not by Public Works Depart-
ment. The re-grading going on to-ay would
never have been required if the department
that has to use the lines had to bifld them.
Take that re-grading now in progress. It was
only a question of location of the line. That
is all there was, but evidently there was Dot
enough investigation work done.

The Minister for Railways: That will be
nearly two miles long. The load used to go
the other way, and the change was not fore-
seen.

Mr. LATHAM: There are eases where
the line can he lengthened, and ho reduce
the cost of running. If the Railway Depart-
ment did its own eoinstruefion work, we
should get better service. 1 amn not going to
deal with the long service leave for Govern-
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ment employees. Still, I have a note made
of it, particularly in view of the fact that,
prior to the last election, special leaflets
were sent out informing the railway men in
particular and the public in general that we
opposed it in the louse. That sonE of thing
makes one bitter sometimes.

R~on. G. Taylor: The "Worker" published
the niames of those who subscribed to it.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so. There are
one or two other matters that come under the
administration of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. One is that of providing sanitary
convenienes~ at sidings. It is of no use the
Commissioner replying through the Minister
year after year that it is not the job of his
department. We have sidings from which
100,000 bags of wheat are likely to be railed
this season and those sidings are without
sanitary conveniences. The Railway De-
partnient maintain that it is not their job
to provide such conveniences. When the
health of the public is concerned, the de-
partment should be compelled to provide
them just as any ordinary employer of
labour would be compelled to do. The Min-
ister would he safe in regarding it as an
instruction from the House that proper con-
veniences should he provided wherever re-
quired. Arrangements can always be made
to have them kept clean. Only a small
amount of money would be involved and the
health of the community is of paramount
importance. There is another matter I wish
to refer to the Minister, that of the creek
bank at York where there are five cottages
likely to be inundated by flood water. I be-
lieve the engineer has informed the Minister
that he is perfectly satisfied there is only
half a wile of catchment area. I am not
satisfied w~ith the engineer's report, and I
propose to ask the municipality of York
to obtain a report from an independent en-
gineer. That report I intend to read to
the House, even if I have to move a special
motion in order to do so. I went over that
part carefully last Sunday, and I am satis-
fied that the area of country that sheds its
waler into the creek is much nearer to three
or four miles than half a mile. If the ex-
penditure involved would be £800, as the
engineer has stated, the Government would
he justified in finding the money rather than
that the people affected should year after
year he subject to the flood water difficulty.
I hope the Minister will give serious con-
sideration to this matter.

The Minister for Railways: I have to at-
avpt the advice of the officers. 1 cannot bet
myself up against an expert. If I say the
job is to ke done economically, I cannot
over-ride expert opiniou.

Mr.' LATHAM: What will happen if the
water floods those people out again next
yearl The Minister will be held responsi-
ble. I want to protect the Minister as well
as the people concerned. It should not be
asking too much to request that a perman-
ent, instead of a makeshift job, he made of
it. A few words now about the revenue of
£C45,000 that the Government received from
the increased land tax and by which amount
the railway freights were to have been re-
duced. I do not know whether the Minister
believes that the farmers actually get the
benefit of the reduction of freights. I do
not think he does.

The 'Minister for Railways: I will tell you
something about that.

Mr. LATHIAM: About 34 per cent, of the
tonnage carried by the railways is timber,
and I understand that the timber flirims get
the concession j ust as do the farmers.

The Minister for Railways: They do not.
Mr. LATHAINI: I understand that they

do.
Mr. A. Wanshrough: You are wrong

there.
The Minister for Railways: You saw the

incidence of the reductions and theme was
nothing about a reduction on timber.

Mr. LATHAM: I am aware that certain
classes of freight were set out; I do not
know what those classes were, but I am in-
formed on reliable authority that timber
does receive the benefit of a reduction. Any-
how, I will deal with a farmer who buys
a harvester. On that lie gets a reduction
of 5is. per ton. The heaviest harvester in my
district is about 2% tons, which would mean
a reduction of something like 12s. 6d. by
way of freight. A harvester is sent out to
a farmer only once in five years or perhaps
once in ten years.

The Minister for Railways Are they not
sent back to be me-conditionedt

MT. LATHAM: Very seldom.
The Minister for Railways: I have seen

hundreds of seond-band harvesters being
brought back.

'Mr. LATHAM: I regret to say that they
must have been harvesters from the State
Implement Works.

The 'Minister for Railways: No.
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MJr. LATHAM: They are the only ones
seat lback to be reconditioned. Besides, how
eaik we put an 8ft. harvester on any truck
-at a siding?

The M1inister for Railways: We have
special trucks to take an 8ft. harvester.

Mr. LATHAM: Then they have Dot beern
built very long.

The Minister for Railways: That is so.
31r. LATHAM: 1 have never seen at bar-

vebtlr sent back to he reconditioned, except
those whit-h the State Implement Works
have undertaken to recondition to please
their clients.

The Minister for Railways: We do nut
want to discuss that.

IMr LATHAM: Quite so. I merely wisli
the Minister to understand that harvesters
are not usually sent to Perth for recon-
ditioning, so it is useless for him to put up
tint tale in defence of the freight reduc-
tions. We pay roughly £7 by way of addi-
tional lend tax on -1,000 acres of land.

Mr. Thomson: More than that in many
instances.

Mr. LATHAM: I am giving figures that
are well within the mark.

The Minister for Railways: Most of the
inceases are due to the re-valuation of the
land.

Mr. LATHIAM: But we are paying the
land tax and in return for the £7 we get
12s. 6d. by way of freight reduction, and
that once in five or ten years.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why are
you squealing about the land tax? I pay
as much as you do.

1%r. LATHIAM: I am not squealing about
it.

The Minister for Agriculture: You over
there are a whining, squealing lot.

Mr. LATHAM: The point is that we are
supposed to be getting railway freight re-
ductions in -respect of the increased land tax,
and we are not getting them.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are
getting jolly good service.

.Mr. Thomson: Without the farmers, the
people of this State would starve.

Mr. LATHAM : We do not get service
commensurate with the revenue we provide,
nor do we get our fair share of the railway
freight reductions. From the £45,000 addi-
tional land tax, the farmer gets very little
benefit, and the sooner that fact is; made
clear to the farmer, the better it will be.

The Minister for Agrculture: I1 paid in
land tax this yearfl1 Os. Gd.

Mr. Thomson: Then your property must
he under-valued. Some people are paying
£10 and £15.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister will be
caught one of t~cese times. So far he has
been extremely lucky. I know that we pay
more than that as an offset to the £4,000.

The Minister for Agriculture: I am pay-
ing f.5 Os. 8d. in road hoard rates.

Mr. LATHAM: I should like to show the
Minister my road board assessment on a
block much smaller than his; the amount is
£9 19s. 9d.

Mr. A. Wanabrough: You are fortunate in
being in a position to pay it.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not complaining;
but the Government tell us that we arc get-
ting this wonderful reduction of railway
freights, and I want to, see something tan-
gible for it. The farmers are not getting
anything tangible.

Mr. Bleeman: Tell us who is getting the
benefit

Mr. LATHAM: It'is going into'Consoli-
dated Revenue.

M r. Sleencan: Who is getting the benefit
of the reduced freights.

Mr. LATHAM: The benefit is so infin-
itesimal that I doubt whether the hon. mem-
ber could ascertain who is getting it. Pos-
sibly the storekeeper gets a fair proportion
of it, and the goldflelds get a fair propor-
tion.

Mr. Sleeman: Does not the farmer get his
share?

Mr. LATH1AM: No.
Mr. A. Wansbrough: You just admitted

that you got 6is. per ton reduction on a har-
vester.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not wish to stonewall
the Estimates. There is not much in them
to which exception can be taken. The
amount provided under the gSsti~na'tee is
needed practically for running this utility,
and I hope the accounts -will balance this
year. When the Government set out to give
consideration to employees, let them give that
consideration generously from one end of the
service to the other, and give it to the people
int the country as well s to those in the
City. We want better facilities than are
provided at present under which the people
in the country may live and work.

MR. A. WANSEROUGH (Albany)
[11.01]: I do not propose to offer any crit-
icism on the administration of the Railway
Department. Under existing conditions the
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administration is, in my opinion, highly effi-
dient I desiresto exprsto theinister my
appreciation of his recent decision, con-
veyed to a deputation of wheat exporters, on
the subject of long haulge. In the past
wheat has been hauled hundreds of miles fur-
ther than was necessary, merely for the pur-
pose of building up one particular co-opera-
tive concern. Unquestionably each port is
entitled to the trade that can be given it,
so long as this does not involve unnecessary
haulage for the sake of building up a par-
ticular organisation. The member for Wagin
(Mr. Stuhbs) has spoken of the train ser-
vice in the Great Southern district. It is
possible to make alterations in that respect,
but I do not propose to suggest any special
method. It is; not to be expected that trains
shall be run on spur lines every day in the
week, but with more up-to-date and larger
motor coaches than are used to-day, more
could be accomplished. The present coaches
are of a small type. The adoption of my
suggestion would obviate much of the annoy-
ance and inconvenience now occasioned on
the spur lines. One phase to which I desire
to draw the Minister's attention is the con-
nection between trains. A. person wishing to
travel from Albany to Bunliury via Ratan-
ning must commence his journey 24 hours
earlier than is really necessary, and he must
spend those 24 hours in Katanniag, a cir-
cumstance to which I presume the member
for Kattanning (Mr. Thomson) does not raise
objection.

Mr. Thomson: I have protested strongly
against the existiiig arrangement. I consider
it a rotten arrangement.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: The whole
trouble could be avoided by adjustments at
either end. At present the train leaves
Albany at 6.30 p.m., and gets to 'Katanning
at 11.30, an hour after the Bunbury train
has left. With a little adj~ustmnent that in-
convenience could be obviated.

Mr. Thomson: I believe there is a file
shout that in the Commissioner's offic~e. The
department say it cannot be arranged.

The MVinister for Railways: The line is
being ballasted now. and we shall be able
to get better speed.

M.%r. AL. WANSfROTTGH: I do not know
that the halinsting will make any difference.
The present arrauigement seems to me ridic-
ulous.

The Minister for Railways: You cannot
have connection of trains at both ends.

Mr. A. WAR SHROUGH: A slight ad
justment at Albany and another slight ad
justment at Katanning would overcome th
whole difficulty. I regret that the quinie
tinme table does not provide for a dayligh
service. In this connection I would recoin
mend a motor coach service between Alban:
and Kattanning, which might perhaps be
daily service. The Railway Departmen
would then secure revenue which is now ge
ing to motor transport by road. One thin;
I desire to impress upon the Minister is th
necessity for siding accomm odation at th
new stopping place called Chockerup. I4
few years ago Chockerup was made a stop
ping place for passengers and small goodE
Last year sonic 300 tons of potatoes wer
grown within a mile or so of Chockerup
In order thri.t those potatoes might be pu
on rail, they had to be carted five mileE
In view of the quantities of produce ani
manures coming out of and going nt,
Chockerup, a siding -should be establishe
there. According to information which ha
reached me from the local land agent, ther
are within three miles of the stopping plac
700 acres of swamp land which could b.
advantageously utiised. The land is nov
lying idle, and this, merely hecause of lac]
of railw.y facilities, I have had conres
pondenee with the Commnissioner on th,
subject, but i regret 1 have been unable tb

get him to agree to the placing of a sidini
at Chockerup. The member for Katannin,,
referred to the railway workshops and vani
ens branches of the service. I entirely dis
agree with his views. The hon. member sab
he had received complaints even from m',
electorate.

Mr. Thomson: Not complaints; requestq
Mr. A. WAN SBROUGH: During m:,

term I have received only one complaint, an(
on investigation I discovered that the boo
of the complaint should have been on thi
other foot. The lad concerned bad not 611e(
in his application form properly. Afte:
that defect had been adjusted, be secure(
employment. A great deal of the troubl'
in such eases i,? caused by the applicant
themselves. Much of the criticism whirl
has been offered on the Railways Vote ii
uncalledl for. Mfembers would only get wha
they deserve if they bad to sit here till to
morrow morning.

The CHTATRMAN: It is not in order ti
threaten the Committee.

Air. Teesdale: Is not this the proper placi
for criticism'! Ts it the place for adulation'
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Mr. A. WANSHUOUGH; It is the place
for eriticism made in a proper manner.
When officerci are not here to defend them-
selves, attacks upon them are not right.

Mr. Sleeman: They have the Minister to
defend them.

Mr. Teesdale: Why should the Minister
carry that responsibility I

Mr. Sleeman: Because he is the head of
the department.

The 'Minister for 'Railways: No. By
statute the Commissioner is the head of the
department.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask members to
keep order. The member for Albany has
the floor.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: I do not agree
that this is thbe place to make complaints.
Officers of the department are responsible
for dealing with complaints. The only com-
plaints whieti have reached me I have
brought before the proper quarter, and they
have been adjusted.

Mr. Sleemon: What do you call the
proper quarter ?

Mr. A. WANSBROU7GH: The respon-
sible otlicers. I appeal to the Minister to
give consideration to the matter of larger
motor coaches on spur lines, and also to
the building of a siding at Chockerup. If
he does those things, I shall be quite
satisfied.

THE MINISTER rou RAIWAYS
(Ron. J. C. Willeock-Geraldton-in reply)
[11.8]: 1 do not think the Committee will
expect me to reply in detail to the various
things which have been said in the course
of a debate that has extended over seven
or eight hours. A Lull reply would take
equally long, and I do not think members
would thank me for keeping them here for
such a length of time. Every suggestion
and every complaint made in this Chamber
will receive careful consideration from the
officers of the, Railway Department. A close
investigation will he made into every point
raised durinw the debate, and nothing that
can be dealt with or improved will be over-
looked. The general administration of the
Railway Department, however, has nothing
whatever to do with me as Minister. The
control and the management of the railway
system are statutorily vested in the Com-
missioner of Railways.

Hon. G. Taylor: Except as regards mat-
ters of policy.

Mr. Sleeman: Where should one go to
make complaints I

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS .
Parliament, knowing, what it was doing,
took the control of the railways away from
the Minister.

Mr. Shaeman: To whom are we to go
with complaints?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
ease of serious complaints and questions on
a large scale, it would no doubt be the busi-
ness of the Government to direct the Com-
missioner as a matter of policy. It is not
expected that the Minister should be con-
cerned in such matters as whether a porter
f ails to wash out a lavatory between Pert!L
and Kalgoorlie, or whether a train is late
at Boulder, or stock has been detained half
an hour longer on a trip than it might have
been.

'Mr. Teesdale: If we cannot get informa-
tion from the head of the department, to
whom shall we applyq

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
control of the railways has been placed by
Parliament in the hands of the Commis-
sioner, who is responsible for that control.
If he does not carry out the wishes of Par-
liament, he can be suitably dealt with, Most
of the criticism has not been levelled at the
general administration of the railways. It
must be recognised that with regard to.
a system, of which the capital expen-
diture is considerably over £20,000,000,
the ramifications of which extend over
3,000 or 4,000 miles, and with a staff number-
ing 9,000 or 10,000 persons, some complaints
must be made. The general administration
has been carried out on a comparatively
satisfactory basis. Owing to the size of the
system I cannot say that it has been carried
out in an absolutely satisfactory manner, for
it would be impossible to expect perfection
in an organi.-ation of such magnitude.

Mr. North: The question of separating-
the control of electricity from that of rail-
ways would be a matter of policy?

The M~INISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
The Government would either adhere to the
present system, or make an alteration which
they thought might be in the best interests
of the departments concerned, I have made
a note of many of the various matters that
have been raised to-night. If I give a gen-
eral assurance that all these questions will
be gone into, this should be satisfactory to,.
members.
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Mr. 61eeman: That is the departmental
reply that these questions will be consid-
ered.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : 11i6
vote has; been debated for something like
nine hours in all, If I were to reply cate-
gontally to everything, I should occupy an-
other three or four hours. Matters that are
considered to be of sufficient importance to
be brought before the House will be inquired
into by the department. If it is found that
the eriticisim is justified the matters will
he sympathetically considered. As a rule
members, who have a responsibility to their
constituents, do not bring forward frivolous
complaints, although some of the things that
have been referred to may he said to come
within that category. The question of the
transhport of wheat is one of policy, which
will have an effect upon our commercial
life within the next five or six months. lIi
South Australia, on account of the inability
to supply trucks, wheat is stacked at inland
station,. The movement of the wheat to the
seaboard is spread over a period from Dec-
ember to the following November. Usually
the largest handling is done between Jan-
uary and April, but sometimes this is varied
and large deliveries to the seaboard are made
in May. The movement of wheat in the
early months of the year is governed by the
price and by steamer chartering. In South
Australia the authorities take 11 months in
which to deal with the harvest. In Vic-
toria stacking sites are leased on a monthly
tenancy, and these are fully utilised for the
whole season, which lasts from December to
April. In many instances the sites are oc-
cupied for several months afterwards.
Agents prefer to load direct from the
farmer's wagon into trucks and thence to
the ship. Sites are leased at the seaboard
to maintain a reserve in order to supple-
ment direct loading from the country, and
avoid delay to ships. This reserve is usually
built up before the first ship arrives, and
may equal a million bags during the season.
In New South Wales stacking sites are
leased at country stations, and are exten-
sively used. Wheat is hauled to the sea-
board at the rate of 300,000 bags a week,
and in a good season the transport of the
entire crop occupies about nine months.
Silos are provided for bulk handling in
wheat districts, and when filled the contents
are hauled to large silos in Sydney for
storage and shipment. We have, therefore,
been considerably quicker than Victoria,

South Australia, and New South WVales
the shifting of our harvest. When ot
land development reaches the stage thL
it has reached in the other States, it wi
probably take us as long to shift the hae
vest as it does there. This year we expel
to do the work in quicker time than it tab(
in those other States. There is, therefor
no serious cause for complaint. It is tru
'that successive Governments have not key
pace with the requi rements of rolling stoc
for the shifting of the wheat in three or fou
months. That is not expected of any v
spoiisible body, but it may be expected b
those who desire to ship their wheat awn
in the first three or four months of the hai
vest. Their object would be to preven
their money from lying idle owing to it
lbeing impossible to ship the wheat. I d
not blame thenm for holding this view, an
wye do shift the wheat as early as possiblE
if we do better than the other wheat-pit
ducing States, we cannot reasonably be criti
eised for the manner in which we do th
work. The member for Kattanning and fth
member for York referred to the sum o
£46,000 that had been taken off railwa:
f reights. That will become a progresmv
payment as the business increases. Thus
the E45,000 will develop into £60,000, ani
then into £55,000, and so on. It will meau
that relatively speaking a greater quaatip
of goods will be carried at the cheap rate
as the business increases. It was stated ii
the report of the Commissioner for last yei
that the farming community had bencfite(
to the extent of £15,000 during the period
that on mining requisites there had been:
benefit of £11,000, and that on general corn
modities, such as groceries and other article!
that are used by the whole community in
eluding farmers, the reduction amounted t(
£19,000. It was stated that the reduetior
in freight on agricultural machinery, pak(
by the farmers, practically amounted to 5s
a ton. At some period of the year ever3
fanner pays freight on some agricultura
machinery. Farmers usually have eight oi
nine different implements, and it is reason
able to assume that at least one implemeni
belonging to them is earnied on the rail.
ways once a year.

Mr. Latham: No.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Mosi

of these implements last only eight or ninE
years on the average before they require at.
tention at the bands of a mechanic. Al
least one of the implements used by a far.
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mer is carried on the railways each year. 14'
these weigh only two tons there is a direct
gaiun to the farmer of 10s. on that particular
item. I k-now of farners who possess pro-
perties in different parts of the same dis-
trict, but a considerable distance from each
other. I know one farmer in my district -who
owns three properties, distant about 50
miles from each other. As far as possible
he works the farms5 with the one plant and
frequently sends agricultural implements
from one farm to another. Each time he
despatches the agricultural implements by
rail, he receives a direct reduction of 5s. per
ton. That would amount to £4 or £5 a year,
about equivalent to the amount of land tax
hie has to pay.

Mr. Thomson: You are putting up a good
case, hut I do not think it will bear much
investigation.

The Minister for Works: Then ;t cannot
be a good case.

Mr. Thomson: It is a good case from the
Minister's point of view.

The Minister for Agriculture: Of course,
nothing would be good from your stand-
point.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I am
giving the member for Katanning facts. Let
him consider the position regarding kerosene
and power oil.

Mr. Latham: Don't tell us what te
freight is I

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
will contrast the position now with that ob-
taining two years ago before the reduction
in charges was made. If a quantity of power
oil were sent from Perth to Katanning, the
freight worked out at 94s. 7'd. prior to the
present Government taking office. A man
will not be farming in a big way if he re-
quires only one ton of oil in a year for the
work on his farm. The freight on oil sent
from Perth to Katanning is now 8s,. 2d. per
ton, or a reduction of 13s. 5d. per ton be-
tween Perth and Katanning, or over any
equivalent distance over the railways. That
would probably represent to an average
farmer, £3 to £5 per year. Thus, if the
member for Katanniag raises the query as
to whether the reductions in freight have
been at all beneficial for the farmers, he
should take cognisance of the facts I have
mentioned. The farmers have benefited di-
rectly by the reductions made, followinga
upon the promise made when the land tax
was imposed.

M1r. Thomson: 1 admit that we received
the redaction oii power oil from the present
Government.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
is what I am pointing out.

Mr. Thomson: The position was absurd
and we drew attention to the serious anom-
alies that existed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: And
your own Government would not extend any
considleration to you.

Mr. Thomson: It was the increase in the
number of tractors in use that gave rise to
the reduction.

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
increase had taken place before the previous
Glovernment went out of office. I wish to
make it clear to the Committee that I am not
boasting. I was asked for information and
the member for Kataning told us that he
had been put on his defence beeause of the
position as it was represented to him.

Mr. Thomson:- That is so.
Mr. Davy: Every farmer does not pos-

sess a tractor.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Practically every farner makes use of the
railways for conveying agricultural imple-
ments during the year.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do the farmers receive
the benefit of similar reductions in other
lines?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
I have given two items only; I do not wieh
to go right through a whole lot. I have given
the information to the member for Katan-
ning as he seemus to desire to champion the
cause of the present Government! The mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman) raised
several points during his remarks, and re-
ferred to the traffic arrangements on Show
day. Hon. members must realise that that
is one particular day during the year when
the traffic is very heavy. We charged a flat
rate and allowed people to make use of
either first or second class compartments.
We found that was the most satisfactory
way of catering for the heavy traffic. On
such'a day it would be almost impossible to
keep a check on the passengers to make sure
that they were riding in their proper classes.

'Mr. Teesdale: That was a good idea.
The MMNSTER FOR RAILWAYS: It

obviated] the necessity for having a large
number of inspectors at work to regulate
the passengers, and to make snre that they
were- using compartment,; for which they
had paid. The provision of tickets at a flat
rte of Is. 3d. for the return journey was a
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tonveniient. arrangement for the people them-
selves.

Mr. Sleeman: But you penalised the poor
man.

The IIINSTER FOR RAILWAYS: To
the extent of 2d. only.

Mr. Sleeman: No, the increase was 50 per
cent. It was the difference between 10d.,
which was the return fare from North Fre-
mantle to Claremont, ana Is. 3d.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
AM not certain as to the exact figures. I sup-
pose the rate was fixed front North Fre-
mantle, as at that time the trains were not
running through to Fremantle.

Mr. Sleeman: It meant that people from
the Perth and Fremantle ends were penal-
ised, whereas the people from Subiaco and
Leederville were able to secure their tickets
in the ordinary way.

The MINISTER FR RAILWAYS: At
any rate, the people had the benefit of ex-
peditious travelling and gr~eater accommo-
dation.

Mr. Sleeman: By handling the crowds in
bulk, the Government should have been able
to issue tickets at a reduction.

The "MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
This applies to one day in the year when
there is necessity for special arrangements
to handle the crowds!

Mr. Thomson: And much overtime must
he worked by the railway employees.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and all the rolling stock available has
to be brought into the metropolitan area.

Hon. G. Tarylor: At any rate, the rail-
-way lifted the traffic very satisfactorily.

Mr. Teesdale: They did very well indeed.
The MINSTER FOR RMILWAYS: The

member for Fremantle may have some cause
for complaint, but despite the minor disabil-
ities, I think the operations were carried out
very well. This involves one of those small
matters of administration that are entirely
in the hands of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, and in this instance I knew nothing
whatever about it until the action had been
taken.

Mr. Thomson: It was the Commissioner's.
job.

Mr. Teesdale: And he did it very well.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- This

~wa! not a matter that wouild come before
me et all for decision. I do not blame tbr
member for Fremantle for referring to the
-matter His representations will be brought

under the notice of the Commissioner with a
view to ascertaining whether some better
system can be evolved for the future.

Hon. G3. Taylor: It is pleasing to know
that the Commissioner was not interfered
with.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: On
the question of apprentices' fare; I have
arranged that any apprentices in receipt of
12s. 63d. a week shall pay quarter fare. That
is pretty good consideration, for the ordin-
ary pce-son has to pay half fare for a child
over the age of five. We have to provide
just as much accommodation for an appren-
tice as for an ordinary passenger, but on
accouLnt of his small wage the apprentice is
allowed to travel at quarter rate. For ap-
prentices earning between 12s. 63d. and 25s.
per week there will be a charge of half rate,
whilst those in receipt of more than 25s. per
week will pay three-quarter rate. This has
been done in recognition of the disadvantages
of a low wage.

Mr. Sleeman: The scale has not been
altered for many years.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
About five years.

Mr. Sleemian: Whereas five years ago a
first year apprentice was getting 12s. 63d.
per week, it mar he that to-day one in his
first year is paid, say, 13s. or ,13s. 6d,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
can be inquired into and, if necessary, an
adjustment made. The hon. member should
formally bring it under my notice. Again,
apprentices are allowed to make extra jour-
neys on thE same ticket if they want to at-
tend continuation classes at the Technical
School. That serves to further reduce the
rate. We have reduced fares by 25 per cent.
to passengers travelling during the middle of
the day. As for the lighting of carriages, the
subject has never before been brought uinder
my notice. The electric lighting system is
being extended as far as possible. When
sufficient money is available, each carriage
as it comes into the shops is converted to
electric lighting.

Mr. Thomson: It would be an improve-
ment to put a small reading light in the
sleepers.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- It
is necessary to build more sleepers, and on
an up-to-date plan. If I could get all the
money I wanted for rolling stock, I wouldl
build better sleeping coaches. However,
there are so many facilities required that we
have to do only essential things.
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Mr. Thomson: Still, if it he possible
better accommodation ought to be supplied
on the Kalgoorlie exipress.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. In these improvements we are spend-
ing twice as much money as was spent by
the previous Government.

Mr. Thomson: You have a good deal
more to spend.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The previous Government could have raised
loan money. But, as I said the other night,
there was every excuse for not going in for
an extensive policy, because the interest
rates were so high. Our first money cost
us £6 It's. 6d. per cent.

Mr. Thomson: You are lucky to he
getting money now at one per cent.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We cannot get that money for railway im-
provements.

Mr. Thomson: Still, what you get of it
relieves you in other directions.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:-
We cannot increase our net debt per head
of the population by very much in one
year. Monty for railway improvements
would be at full rates, and we do not want
to increase our public indebtedness at such
a cost.

Mr. Thomson: We are carrying a mighty
big load now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
And we do not want to increase it inordin-
ately. As to regrading, when the original
scemre of railways in this country was
planned, all the loading went to the gold-
fields. So it was desired to get a good
grade on the inland journey, and very little
thought was given to the grade coming to
the coast, for the trucks were running hack
empty. Consequently, when we altered the
whole economic structure, with the loading
coming down to the coast, the position was
entirely -reversed.

Mr. Thomson: But that applies only to
the goldfields line; it does not apply to the
South-West.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, there hast. been no great alteration in
the South-West.

Mir. Thomson: Still, you will have to re-
grade part of that line. Consider the grade
a t Jardee.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We will not have to re-grade to any great
extent. As to Jardee, that is something for
the future. When a line is built for de-

velopmcnttal purposes, with not much traffic
in sight, it does not pay to put down an ex-
pensive track. At the end of five or ten
years, when the trade is developing, it pays
to alter the grades. Some members have
said we should adopt the policy of building
fully developed lines in the first instance
and spend a lot of money on providing
cuttings, bridges, banks and all the requi-
sites to obtain a good grade. Take a rail-
way 50 miles long. Suppose we spend upon
it an extra £2,000 per mile to provide the
extra facilities. That would mean an ex-
penditure of £100,000 in excess of what
would be necessary at the time. Interest
and sinking fund, reckoned at 7 per cent.,
on the extra outlay would amount to
£7,000 a year which, spread over a period
of 10 years during which the railway could
be operated without all the facilities I have
indicated, would involve a total of £70,000.
If on the other hand we delayed the provi-
sion of the additional facilities until the
traffic warranted them and got the regrad-
ing and other work done at a cost of
£35,000, the saving effected by the delay
would be £35,000. Questions of economics
have to he considered when planning the
construction of new railways, because all
those items hirlp to swell the loan expendi-
ture and affect the financial position of the
State generally. While everyone likes to do
a good ,job in the first instance, it must he
recognised that a good job may cost more
than is warranted at the time. If we can
develop the country at comparatively small
capital cost and then, as the traffic increases,
spend a certain sum in effecting improve-
merits, we shall obtain the best results.

Mr. Thomson: I realise that you are not
responsible, but take the Kojonup railway.
If a few cuttings had been pat in, haulage
would have been saved on the extra maileage
winding about the hills.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:-
Probably it would, but the points I have
mentioned must always be considered.
When we built the Newdegate line we de-
cided that all we wanted was a line to en-
able the settlers to send their produce into
Wa gin and thus get it to the port of ship-
ment. That railway cost £2,500 a mile. By
spending £C5,000 a mile, we could have wade
a splendid jnb of it.

'Mr. Thomson: Did it cost £2,500 a mile?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- We

cannot build railways for less than that.
Taking the length as 40 miles and allowing
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an extra £2,500 per mile, the additional cost
of the line would have been £100,000. That
capital expenditure hearing interest and
sinking Lund, totalling seven per cent., would
have meant a huge sum in the aggregate.

Mr. Thomson: I admit that you are work.
ing on sound lines.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Some people might consider it short-sighted
on our part not to do a good job at the
start, but when we hav e so much country to
serve, and when there are so many calls
upon revenue and loan expenditure, we have
to consider the position carefully. If we
did one job thoroughly, we would have no
money left for other necessary works, and
thus we would get only half the railway
construction that we require. If we do a
cheap job, every district is provided with
some of the facilities required. That is the
only sound way to carry on in a State which
is in course of development and in which a
large capital outlay is necessary to ensure
the transport of our agricultural wealth to
markets and to ports. I wish to deal with
another aspect on which the members for
Katanning and York touched. I say defin-
itely-and my statement cannot be success-
fully contradicted-that whatever alteration
was made in the remuneration of railway
employees was made either directly by the
court or after the court had determined the
wage.

Mr. Thomson: We can only take the state-
ments appearing in the Commissioner's re-
port.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
will tell the hon. member what happened.
The previous Government, in dealing with
one grade of employees, took this attitude,
"We will take one case to the court and, on
the result of it, will determine what the
minimum wage shall be, and that minimum
wage shall be applied to all the Government
servants in the State."

Mr. Thomson: There is no objection to
the basic wage.

The MIfNISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There was no real basic wage at that time.
All that was prodided was a minimum wage.
People did refer to it as a basic wage, but
there was no basic wage until we amended
the Arbitration Act last year. The railway
employees' case was taken, and the ox-Mmn-
ister for Works got into trouble with his
Premier and with other people because of
the attitude he adopted. He said, "On the

result of the railway case, as determined
by the Arbitration Court, I will pay all the
les, in the Public Works Department."

That was done and the minimum
wage was applied throughout the whole
of the Government departments on
the result of the one case taken before
the court. On one occasion that involved
retrospective pay to the amount of L200,000.

Mr. Thomson: That was when the pre-
vious Government increased railway freights
by 10 per cent.

The MINISTER FORt RAILWAYS:
There were two occasions on which the pre-
viouis Government adopted the course of
basing the minimum wage for the service on
the determination of the court in one case.

Mr. Thomson: Did not the railway union
go before Judge Burnside just before the
freights wern increased by 10 per cent.?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
bat though that was a railway case, the de-
cisio, of the court was accepted as the basis
for all the Public Works employees and Lot
all other Government employees, no mattex
wvhat department they were under. All
that we have done has bean to follow
the same procedure. When the original
increase of 6d. per day or 3s. a
week was granted to the railway em-
ployees, a case had been taken by the Public
Works employees to the Arbitration Court.
As a result of that ease the minimum wage
was increased by 3s. a week. Instead of the
Government saying to the railway employees,
"We shall not adopt the procedure of the
previous Government, but will compel you to
go to the court on your own clatim," we ad-
opted the procedure of the previous Gov-
ernment, thus saving both the Government
and the union a considerable amount of
money, besides delay and irritation. The
new rate wast not applied to the railway em-
ployees until three months later, but it was
adopted on the basis of the court's determin-
ation in the claim by the Pnblic Works em-
ployees. That was the first increase. The
other increase of s. 4dA. was granted by the
State Arbitration Court. The engineers had
secured an increase in the ordinary rate from
£E4 to £4 39. 44. a week, and what was the
use of our saying to another union, "We
will not recognise what the court has done
in the engineers' case; you must go to the
court and submit your evidence, and the
court will have to consider the whole mattey
again"? Undoubtedly the court would have
come to a similar conclusion, and the Glov-
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2rninent would have had to pay on the basis
already determined by the court.

Mr. Thomson: Why did the Government
interfere when the Commissioner had statu-
tory power to sell

The IMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Government did exactly what the previous
Goveriunent did. It was a coinonsense ap-
plication of the Arbitration Act to industry,
OIL aJpliation which has since been adopted
by the Legislature. The Government made
a declaration that since the Arbitration Act
did not contain provision for the basic wagf'
-a matter which might be altered every
12 months-there would he no alteration for
12 months, and the Government would have
no variation in either the basic wage or in-
dustrial conditions, these being mnatters
which would have to be attended to by the
Arbitration Court.

Mir. Thomson: If you had followed the
same prnniple-

'The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have followved it. It was not enacted pre-
viously. We had to accommodate ourselves
to the conditions of industry at that partic-
ular time. The present Government, like
the previous Government, bad to do what
was reasonable and fair.

Mr. Davy: DO you say you did the same
thing as the previous Government did'

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
Whatever alterations in wages were made
by this Government are based on exactly the
same principle as the previous Government
adopted. In other words, they were based
on An award of the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Davy: Then I do not understand
why you "skited" that the present Govern-
ment had done something for which they
were entitled to great gratitude from the
workers.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
the lion, member does not understand me, I
shall not attempt to enlighten him.

Mr. Davy: You gave an interview to the
"Worker" proclaiming wvhat you had done.

The MINISTER FOR RHAlILWAYS: We
did do it.

Mr. Davy: But you did not tell the
"Worker" what you tell us now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Without necessitating, an appeal to the Arbi-
tration Court, we continued the policy of
the previous Government. What we have
done, and what the previous Government
did not do, was to pass an amendment of the
Arbitration Act by which-

Mr. Davy: But that is not what you were
talking about.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
We passed an amendment of the Arbitration
Act providing for a higher basic wage.

Mr. Davy: I am talking about what you
told the "Worker" as to raising- of wages.
Now you tell us that you simply did the
same as the previous Government did.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
other Government did a wonderful thing as
regards raising wages, but the increasevwa
passed on to the producers. We have not
followed that cotn'se. According to the
Commissioner's report the amount of the
la-'t increase in wages was £160,000 annually,
and that Increase has not been passed on
to the producers. It has been dealt with in
the finances of the Railway D~epartment As
a separate concern.

MNr. IDAVY: What YOU lost on the swings,
you picked uip on the round-abouts.

Mr. Thomson: Freights have been much
increased, and business has increased.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
can all refer to increased business. The cost
of doing the increased business, however,
has bmen approximately the same as the
amount we have received for doing it; so
there is not mncli in that contention. If one
does £100,000 worth of business in a year
and it costs £100,000 to do it, and then if
one does £200,000 worth of business in a
year and that costs £200,000, there is not
much difference in results. However, I see
thant I shall be talking all night if I reply
to interjections. On the other band, I do
not wish to he discourteous by not replying.
The member for Guildford spoke about the
Westralian Farmers' Ltd. having 80 per
cent, of the wheat harvest and wanting 80
per cent. of the truck supply. I am not
going to take that hon. member's word, nor
am I going to take Anybvlody's else's word,
as to the percentage of the harvest seured
by any firm. If the perceutage claimed by the
various wheat-buying agencies are added to-
zether, the total will represent about 130
per cent. of the State's production. I ami
not particularly impressed if one agency
states that it has 50 per cent. of the harvest,
and another states that it has 25 per cent.
On that basis a total considerably over the
quantity of the entire harvest is arrived at.
I shall require solid verificAtion of any state-
ments made.

Mr. Thomson: The Westralian Farmers
have absolute written promises of handling



2236 [ASSEMBLY.]

75 per cent, of tine harvest-signed doca-
nints.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They can have what they like in that respect.
I shall want verification.

Mir. Thomson: They have signed docu-
ments.

Mr. Teesdale: The documents will not
produce the wheat.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is no use for any concern simply to state,"We have 80 per cent. of the harvest, and
we require 80 per cent. of the trucks." Per.
haps there will be discussion on some of the
items. If so, I shiall be prepared to give
any information required. I thank the Com-
mittee for the criticisms which have been
offered. These have not been of a carping
nature, though some of the matters raised
should not have been brought before the
Committee. Whatever haes been mentioned
in the course of the debate, however, will be
divsd by the departmental officers, and
any improvements which can be effected on
the lines of suggestions made here will re-
ceive careful consideration.

V'ote put and passed.

Vote-State Batteries, £29,424:

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
t41.561: 1 am not now in the position of
representing an important goldfield, and
nio State batteries operate in my district.
That is a complete change. During the last
election campaign it was intimated by my
opponent that he had the assurance of the
then Leader of the Opposition, the present
Premier, that portable batteries would be
introduced. Unfortunately, however, the
batteries then operating in my electorate
have been closed down. The Minister for
Minegs, of course, cannot help that. They
have been closed down in most districts now,
for want of prospectors and of gold.
Nevertheless, it is a great pity. I know
the great expense of putting the batteries
in working order, by reason of their being
old, and indeed practically obsolete. Some
of them have been in use for over 17 years,
-and they were not new when erected. It
is impracticable for the Government to keep
them going to treat small quantities of
stone. A great deal of inconvenience and
expense would be involved in doing so.
Moreover, not much prospecting is going on
now. I do not know whether the Minister
has made arrangements for the railing of

the batteries in question to Coolgardie,
which would necessitate the ore also being
railed a couple of hundred miles. Such a
position would not he encouraging to pro-
spectors. I know that many of the districts
arc very quiet as regards prospecting.
'Without prospecting, of course, there can-
not be much increase in gold production.
I do not know whether the Minister has any
scheme to put forward for giving more en-
couragement ro men to go out and look for
payable propositions.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
.1. F. Troy-Mt. Magnet) [11.59]: I dis-
cussed the State batteries in introducing my
Estimates. With regard to the hon. mem-
ber's statements, naturally I very mnuch re-
gret that the muining industry is in such a
depressed condition. I would be greatly
delighted if the State batteries were once
more in working order. I have lately re-
frained front removing any material con-
nected with rhem, and I do not propose to
remove any, even if there might he sugges-
tions for utilising it elsewhere. I have also
offered to give aesistance to anyone who may
desire to 1iark one of these batteries.
Wherever stone is being crushed it is being
carted free on the railways to the Cool-
gardie battery. We are giving carting sub-
sidies -up to within a radius of 30 miles of
the State battery. If a prospector has a
mine situated at any distance outside a
radius of five miles, but within 30 miles of
a State battery, we give a carting subsidy
equal to Is. per ton per mile. If the mine
is situated further away than 30 miles, we
give a subsidy equal to 25s. We have re-
duced cyanide chargest to Bs. 6d. a ton,
which is a reduction of 29.

Mr. Thomson: I hope you will be success-
ful in this matter.

The MTINJSTER FOR MINES: Up to
1,000 tons of ore have been treated at one
battery alone, which would never have been
carted but for these concessions. On the
Murchison the position is brighter than it
has heen f or many years. The State bat-
teries have been maintained, and many pro-
spectors are operatiiur with good results.
I regret that in the electorate of the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret wve have not had the
encouragement we hoped for. The battery.
however, will remain there, and if any per-
son is prepared to carry on mining, it will
be there for his use.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote-Cave Homse, £11,416:

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
112.6]: Something was said about the
Government building a dining room at Cave
RHouse for a sum of between £C18,000 and
£920,000. Has anything been done in this
matter? Many improvements could be
made to the housing accommodation there,
and it would be money well spent if these
were effected. The Government are fortu-
nate in the management there. No one can
leave Cave House without being perfectly
satisfied with the treatment received there.
Everything is in order, and the table is as
good as it could be anywhere. Every atten-
tion is given to visitors, but there is not suf-
ficient accommodation for them. Most 'Mini-
isters have been there, and know that what
I soy is correct. I am not finding fault, but
maintain that if it were possible for the
oGovernment to provide this increased aecom-
mnodation, they would be well repaid for the
expenditure. It is a fine thing for visitors
to he able to go to these caves. If the oc-
commodation -were improved,' the establish-
ment would become even more popuiar, and
would constitute a good advertisement for
Lhe State- I have met people who have seen
the Jeriolan Caves and say that they do not
compare with ours. Many people do not
realise what beautiful spots there are to he
seen in this Statz.

MR. SA.MPSON (Swan) [12.7]: What
has. been decided with regard to certain land
that was offered for sale the other day'"
Judging from the advertisements, it would
seem that there is some danger of cutting
off from Cave House access to the sea.

Hon. G. Taylor: There is no thaee of
anyone buying it.

Mr. SAMPSON: It would place Cave
House in an awkward position if anyone
bought it. Lover's Walk, which is the path
to the beach, passesi through the land.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
3finister--Kalgoorlie) 112.8]:t Cave House
is serving a useful purpose. No doubt there
is insufficenet accommodation there for the
number of visitors who go to it. The mat-
ter is receiving the attention of the depArt-
mnent. I know the Chief Secretary is most
anxious to have certain improvements ef-
fected, hut it is a matter of getting the
necessary funds. The improvements referred
to by the member for Mt. Margaret have not

yet been effected. If the necessary arrange-
ments can be made for financing the un-
dertaking, the Minister will be only Aoo
pleased to carry them out.

Mr. Sampson: Will there be a Vote on
the Loan Estimates for this?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: The Loan Es-
timates have not yet been finalised, hut I am
inclined to think that no provision will be
made there for this work. Many more mat-
ters of urgent importance require attention,
in pursuance of the developmental policy of
the Government, and I am inclined to think
the Minister will not be successful in getting-
the money he requires for this purpose. We
have noted the advertisement dealing with
the land in question, but except for the in-
quiries that have been made nothing has
been done with regard to, purch asing the
property.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-S ale of Government Property
Trust Je count, £6109,878:

Mr. THOMTSON: Ut the Minister in
charge of the vote will make a gen-
eral statement regarding some of the
vanouas items it will save time. For
instance, I notice there are references
to the Fremantle Dock and Slip, E20.939;
sewerage for Perth and FremantIv. £265,-
279; State smelter, 'Ravensthorpe, £285,593;
and a number of other large items. I notice
that there is ant unexpended balanc of
£145,702 and it looks as though the receipts
totalled £1l,398,274. A note attached to the
details states--

The above receipts consist of proceeds of
sales of materials charged to Loan and Rev-
enue Votes of years prior to the last finan-
cial year. Until the lot July, 1904, all such
receipts were credited in the Treasury returns
to the loan expenditure of previous financial
years, hut since that date they bave heen re-
appropriated annually.

The CHAIRMAiN: If the bon. member
desires any information, he should ask for
it in respect of a particular item.

Mr. THOMSON: There are no items,
but in order to get some informatitin I will
refer to the first entry under the heading of
railways and tramways. "Additions and im-
provements to opened railways, £61,922."1

The Minister for Works: The particulars
set out in the portion of the Estimates to
which you refer represent receipts and have
been decalt with during the general discus-
Sion.
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ir. LATHIA : I understand the por-
tion of the details to which the nmnmber for
Katanning refers disclose particulars of the
sale of Government property, and indicate
the appropriation of the funds to xevenue.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Will the Minister for
Mines explain the effect of the particular,
under the heading of "Development of gold-
fields and mineral resources"?

The MINISTEII FOR MLrNES: The de-
tails show that N2,043 was expended from
the Government Property Sales Fund fruit:
the 1st July, 1904, to the 30th June, 199-5.
That is money taken from the vote set aside
for that purpose. The amount last year was
£5,0089, making a total expenditure from
that vote, of L87,052. These figures merely
represent the amount appropriated for ex-
penditure from that Vote.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then this is not a matter
of expenditure, but merely discloses; what
has been received into the fund and how the
money has been allocated.

The MINISTER FOR MINKS: That is
the' position.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then the references to
the State smelter at Ravensthorpe merely
indicnte the financial position, and we are
not asked to vote anything.

The C~HAIRMAN: There is no vote un-
der this section of the details.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then there is nothing to
discuss.

Mr. THOMSON: I wvant to get somein
formation regarding the unexpended bal-
ancle of £145,702.

The CHAIRMAN: The total is £109,878.
Mr. THOMSOIN: I want information

from the Minister.
Mr. A. Wanshrough: This is not a div-

ision of the Estimates.
Mr. THOMSON: Then why is it here?
The Minister for Agriculture: To afford

you information.
The CHAIRMAN : The Committee is

asked to vote £109,878. Tf the han. mem-
her wishes to discuss any item, he can do so.

Item-Roads and Bridges throughout the
State, £10,500:

Mr. A. WANSBROI'GH: I take it this is
an amount to be used from the Sale of Gov-
erment Property Tnist Account.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
will not be covered by the Federal Roads
grant, and so the money has to be provided.

'Mr. Sampson: It means that, to meet any
small request the Minister may make a
grant

Item-School buildings and quarters, in-
eluding additions and equipment, new build-
ings and renovations, £20,500:

Mr. THOMSON: There is here a reduc-
tion of £3,000 as against last year.

The Minister for Works: This provides
for small additions, renovations and im-
provements, to be taken out of the Sale of
Government Property Trust Account.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Properly this account
is loan fund, hut is accepted as revenue. The
property is sold and brought into revenuer
although originally purchased from loan
funds.

The Minister for Agriculture; The
amuounts are not showvn as revenue.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: But we appropriate
them as revenue and spend them.

Mr. THOMSON: That is the point. I
want to know whether these unexpended
sums shown here are brought into revenue.

The Minister for Agriculture: No.
Mr. THOMSON: It has been suggested

to me that they are taken into revenue.
Mr. Latham: They are appropriated un-

der a Supply Bill.
Mr. THOMSON: Yes, and taken into re-

venue.
Mr. Corhoy: No, appropriated direct to,

this fund.
Mr. THOMSON: I am sorry the Treas-

urer is not here to give us the information.
It seems that what we are doing with the
unexpended balances shown here is-

The CHAIRM1AN: We are now discuss-
ing items. The hon. member cannot speak
generally.

Mr. THOMSON: These unexpended bal-
ances from loan are being taken into rev-
enue.

The Minister for Works: No, it is a pro-
perty trust account.

'Mr. THOMSON: And it is transferred
into revenue. That is what I understand. I
may be wrong.

Hon. G. Taylor: We vote portion of each
Supply Bill from this Government Property
Trust Account.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, it is transferred
from loan.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with a
specific item. We cannot have a general dis-
cussion.

Mr. SAMPSON: 76lav I take it this ac-
count is the proceeds of the sale of certain
Government properties, and that the pre-
ceeds are now being appropriated uinder the
different headings set out here? Is it pos-
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zible to ascertain whether any money is
available for a particular school?

The Minister for Works: No.
Itemn, Miscellaneous, Raveusthorpe Smelt-

ers-Settlement of claims in accordance with
High Court decision, £40,000:

Mr. THOMSON: An expenditure of
£40,000 is estimated, or an increase of
£27,060 oyer the expenditure of last year.
Has that matter been finalised?

The CHAIRMAN: That was discussed on
the Mines Estimates.

Mr. THOMSON: But the item did not
appear in the Mines Estimates.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Last year the vote was
£30,000, and £12,940 was expended. This
year we are asked to vote £40,000. What is
that amount for?

The MINISTER FOE MINES: The
£40,000 is to meet the claims in accordance
with the High Court decision.

Hon. G. Taylor: I am satisfied with that
statement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
money is provided to pay claimants if they
will accept it.

Hon. G. Taylor: I merely wished to have
it made clear that that was the purpose.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Public Works and Labour
(Hon. A. McCallum, Minister).

Vote -Public Works and Buildings, S£01,r
232:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Does the Minister
propose to make any remarks on this vote?

The Minister for Works: I do not think
so.

Mr. Sampson: What sort of business is
thisI

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [12.35):
If the Government want an all-night sitting,
they are welcome to it.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: We are getting it.
Mr. THOMSON: And we will give it to

you, too. If that is the attitude to be ad-
opted-

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I The bon.
member must discuss the vote.

Mr. THOMSON: I intend to do so. We
courteously asked whether the Minister in-
tended to make any remarks about the Esti-
mates of his departments, which are to ex-
pend the huge sum of £111,190, and surely
to goodness we are entitled to some consider-

ation. The Departments of Public Works
and Buildings and Labour have been held
over to suit the convenience of the Minister,
who has been absent on public business.

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

Mr. Teesdale: And nobody objected to the
postponement.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. We Were
quite willing to meet his convenience. Now
that he is back, the Leader of the Opposition
is absent accompanying the Empire Parlia-
mentary delegates in pursuance of public
duty. Yet, in a thin House at this hour of
the night, the Government have apparently
resolved to push through these Estimates
without explanation. I regret their attitude
greatly.

Mr. Teesdale: Call attention to the state
of the Committee for a start.

Mr. THOMSON: That is not a bad idea.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. THOMSON; I regret that the Minis-
ter will not listen to reason. He should be
prepared to give us an account of his
stewardship.

The Minister for Works: Who said that
I was not?

Mr. THOMSON: It has been the custom.
for the Minister to introduce the Estimates
of his departments.

.The Minister for Works: You jumped in
before I had a chance.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister was asked
if he was going to speak, and he indicated
that he wvas not. Then the Chairman pro-
ceeded to put the vote.

The Minister for Works: You hopped in
before me.

Mr. THOMSON: I am prepared to re-
sime my seat if the Minister will make a
statement. I think we are entitled to that
much consideration.

The Minister for Works: You would have
got a statement if you had waited.

Mr. THOMSON: I appeal to members to
say whether, when the Minister did not rise,
the Chairman did net proceed to put the
vote.

The Minister for Works: He did not.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must

deal with the Estimates.
Mr. THOMSON: If the Minister will give

us an explanation. I em prepared to resume
my seat, provided I am accorded the right
to say a few words afterwards. The Depart-



2*240 [ASSEMBLY.]

meut of Public Works is a huge one, and it
is impossible for us to criticise it without
first hearing the Minister. It I am permit-
ted to take part in the discussion subse-
quently, I am prepared to give way to the
Minister now.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCallum-South Fremantle) [12.38]:
There was no intention to neglect to sup-
ply information. I said in a jocular way,
when asked if I intended to make a state-
Ment, that I did not think so, whereupon
the hon. member flew to his feet. He has
been enraged all the evening-; he has not
been able to control himself since the House
assembled.

Mr. Sampnson: On a previous vote the
Minister did not rise.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
has been no desire by any Minister to hide
information. 'Whenever information has
been sought, it has been readily supplied.
We have not the slightest desire to hide
anything.

Mr. Thomson: I did not suggest that you
had anything to bide. I asked for informa-
tion.

The M.%INISTER FOR WORKS: During
the year several railways have been com-
pleted and op~ened for traffic. They include
the Piawaning northwards, 26%4 miles;
Esperance nonthwards, 661/ miles, and Lake
Orace-Newdegate, 304 miles. A commence-
ment was made with the Owarda eastwards
railway and the .Tardee-Peznberton line. The
Pemberton line was constructed as a siding
and controlled by the State Sawmills De-
partment as a timber line. It is now being
relaid and reconditioned preparatory to be-
ing handed over to the Working Railways.
The Norseman-Salnmon Gums line, too, is in
course of construction. The following water
supplies for new railways have been con-
structed: At Cranmoro for the Piawaning
Northwards !inc at Salmon Gums for the
Esperance Northwards line, at Muntadgin
for the Narembeen-Mlerredin line, at Demp-
ster Head for the Esperance Northwards
line, at Borngup for the Lake Grace-
Newdegate liine, and at Newdegate for the
same line, at Boranup for the Margaret
River-Flinders Bay line, and at the 1271/-
Mile for the Dwarda-Narrogin line. In ad-
dition, invetkations have been made for
water supplies for railways in hand or con-
templated. I now turn to the subject of
harbour works. During the year the Ash-

burton jetty was completed by contract-
Extensive dr-i-dging work was carried out at
Sunbury, this being rendered necessary by
the heavy siltage. During the year the-
Engineer-in-Chief has studied the past his-
tory of the ILunhury Harbour Works, and.
has commenced surveys and investigations
with a view to making a recommendation to
the Governm~ent for improvements there.
At the Fremantle harbour the dredging of
the bell-mouwb was continued, and further
progress was made with the strengthening
of the Sout' Quay. An additional shed
was constructed on the south side. The
work of improvement is being continued.

Mr. Thow~on: How are the concrete
piles standing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Very
well indeed. The idea is to replace all
wooden piles with reinforced concrete piles.
At Geraldton further progress has been made
with dredging. The breakwater has been
completed, and fair progress has been made
with the reclamation work where the new
wharves are to be placed. In connection
with the Sin River improvements which
were authorised by Parliament last yea;,
tenders have been called for plant and
orders have been placed. We expect the
plant to arrive shortly, and operations will
probably commence in February or March.
Dealing now with roads and bridges, the
total espendliire under the Commonwealth-
State roads scheme to the 30th June last
was £556,169. Milf of which sum was con-
tributed by the State, and the balance by
the Commonwealth. In addition, the State
had to provide funds for salaries, survveys,
and other overhead charges. The progress
made with the works provided for under the
three annual grants made by the Common-
wealth was a, satisfactory that the unex-
pended balance on the 30th June last
amounted to only £26,000. We lived up to
our programme better than any of the other
States. Whcn the position in the South
was bad, we bad to discontinue work there;
bat nevertheless we went much nearer to
completing our programme than any other
State did. That fact has been mentioned
more than once by the Commonwealth Min-
ister for Works.

'Mr. Thombon: We seem to he the only
State that is alive to the advantages of the
scheme.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: That
may be due to the administration here. In
addition to the expenditure referred to, we



[16 Novasiia, 192.] .2

have had large road works going on in the
group settlements. These roads do not come
within the Commonwealth scheme, On roads
in the group settlements and also in other
parts of the State the Government have
spent £142,63ti during the past year.

Mr. Sampson: Is the grade of one in six-
teen still the limit?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
As regards public buildings, there has been
considerable activity. Substantial progress
was made last year with the structures re-
quired at 11uresk. Other building works
undertaken during the year were new
schools at White Gum Valley, South Pqrth
and Victoria Park. Hospital works of ia-
portance constructed during the past year
included additions to the nurses' quarters
at Fremantle, an isolation ward for Gerald-
ton, a hospital at the Peel Estate, and addi-
tions to the nurses' quarters at the Perth
Hospital. A commencement was made with
the erection of a new hospital at Collie.
The Katanning hospital was completed.
A commencement was also made with the
erection of new hospitals at Lake Grace
and Wickepin, and preliminary work was
undertaken in connection with the M1eental,
Reception Home at Point Henthcote.
The new building known as Lemnos
was also completed. For the Agricultural
Department buildings have been erected at
Bruce Rock. Additions have been made to
Cte Barracks in order to provide accommo-
dation for the Water Supply Department.
In Murray-street we are erecting offices to
house the staffs of three of the trading con-
cerns, namely the State Sawmills, the State
Implement and Engineering Works, and the
Wyndham Freezing Works. This means that
the Engineer-in-Chief will have the whole of
his staff in the same building with him, and
that all drawings required for public works
and water supply will be carried out in one
large room. The Public Works Department
have been hampered by want of draughts-
men, who are scarce. All our draughtsmren are
now located in one well-lighted room, and
this will help considerably to expedite work.
Last year £10,000 was voted for the im11-
prowement of the plant at the State Imple-
ment andl Engineerig Works. Owing to
the coal strike in Great Britain, we have not
been aible to get delivery of all the new plant
yet. Many orders had to be placed subject
to ability to complete and deliver, and a few
of them have not yet arrived. The material
we have received has shown good results,

and has lessened costs considerably. This
year's vote for public works and buildings
provides for salaries, certain wages and ser-
vices, and in addition sullicient is provided
for the maintenance of the specified harbour
and river works, roads and bridges, -public
buildings, and so forth. As is generally
known, provision for new works is made
partly out of the Sale of Government Pro-
perty Trust Fund and partly out of the
Loan Estimates. The big activities of the
Public Works Department are provided for
out of Loan. Not many of the department's
activities come under the Revenue Estimates.
When the Loan Estimates are brought down,
the large public works contemplated 'W
come up for consideration. The amount to
be voted this year for works and buildings is
£C101,232, being an increase of £2,747 over
last year's expenditure. Of this sum £5,997
is on account of salaries. The total salaries
vote is £898,501, of which £46,030 will be
chargeabie aganst loan funds, £7,000 against
the Sale of Government Property Trust Es-
timates, and £12,920- to the goldfields water
supply management and working expenses,
and £15,000 is transferred to the- management
aind working expenses on hydraulic under-
takings. T here is an increase of £4,676 in
salaries, as compared with last year's ex-
penditure. We have had several additions to
our staff, and there have also been grade
increases and reclassification;, all of which
account for the additional expenditure on
salaries. On the item "Roads and Bridges,"
-including subsidies to road boards, the
amount asked for is £20,000 as compared
with £29,000 for the previous year. This is
due to the fact that the Government con-
sider, in view of the very liberal assistance
that road boards will receive under the Com-
monwealth scheme, we shall not be in a posi-
tion to rai'c money out of which to give them
as much in the way of special grants as we
have been able to do in the past. The great
bulk of the main roads will be taken over by
the Main Roads Board, and the developmen-
tal roads will be built under the big scheme.
The local authorities will have the traffic fees,
which are increasing considerably. With all
this assistancre, it is not considered that they
should look for the same grants they have
been -receiving in years gone by.

Mr. Sampson: Is it proposed to reduce
the subsidy?

The MIKSTER FOR WORKS: We do
not yet know- We are providing the money,
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but the policy for next year has not yet been
determined. We shall have to assist many
of the smaller boards in new districts, for
they cannot help themselves yet and must
be assisted for some time to come. It has
been the practice to Limit the maximum sub-
sidy to £300. This has been in operation for
some years. We are providing £C20,000 as
our contribution towards the construction of
main roads. Under the scheme set out we
have to find from revenue M3,000, but we do
not anticipate we shall be able to expend the
whole of the money by June next. Four
months of the year hail already gone be-
fore we received approval of the scheme.
We have to find 15is. for every pound pro-
vided by the Commonwealth. A percentage
of our contribution has to be found out of
revenue, and our total contribution must be
£36,000. We think we shall reach that pro-
portion, which is as 20 is to 36, by the end
of June.

Mr. Thomson: Is that in addition to the
7s. 6d.?f

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Under
our Main Roads Act local authorities may be
called upon to contribute half the cost of
constructing main roads in their territory,
or those which serve their territory. This
7s. 6d. represents half the cost to the State.
The total contributions reach 35s., the Com-
monwealth paying £1 and the State i5s., so
that the local authorities can be called upon
to contribute 7s. 63d. towards the 35s. These
are the rnain activities of the department.
All the big works come under loan. Not much
is done out of revenue.

Mr. Thomson: The bulk of the expenditure
is for salaries.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. We
have no control over salaries. We have con-
siderably strengthened the staff of the Public
Works Denartment. There have been several
retirements, and a good many new appoint-
ments. Mr. Stileman has been in office for
over a year. The engineer for liarbours and
rivers, and the hydraulic engineer, have re-
tired and other officers have been appointed
in their places. We have just appointed a
new engineer for railway construction, ow-
ing to the death of the previous occupant of
the position. There are new men in nearly
all our departments. We reached the stage
when we had old men in charge, and no one
with sufficient experience to take chargre of
a big job coming on to flil their places. The

break was caused during the war. There
were men who, hut for the war, would have
been able to take charge of these depart-
ments. There was a break between the young
men who were winning their spurs, and the
old men who were anxious to retire. We had
to go afield in order to get the men we
needed. t believe we have selected a good
team. They seem to be pulling well together
and things are working smoothly. The new
men will require to gain local knowledge.

Mr. Sleeman: Were not local men avail-
able?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Appli-
cations were called locally, and the candi-
dates were carefully examined. These ap-
pointments are made by the Public Service
Commissioner, and do not come within the
control of the Minister. We have been ad-
vertising for applicants to fill junior posi-
tions, but have been unable to get candi-
dates.

Mr. Thomson: That is extraordinary.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
other afternoon we read a statement by the
Public Service Commissioner, who was in-
quiring for young men but was unable to

gtte.We are working in with the Uni-
versity, and doing all we can to assist in the
training of young men. We have a scheme
whereby young men who are in training at
the University can devote part of their time
to the department and the other part to
their studies at the University. Arrange-
ments are also made for them to get good
field work. After they have finished their
course at the University they can take three
years with us. We give them every encour-
agement to follow this profession, and be-
come efficient in it.

Mr. Thomson: Some of these young men
have been supervising the construction of
country roads.

The MTflSTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
We have a few of them out thene. Under
the Main Roads Board we have four or five
young men who have been taken from the
University. We take all the men the Uni-
versity can give us. We had to make fresh
appointments to the engineering staff con-
nected with roads and bridges. We invited
applications from all over Australia, but
there were no men here to take the positions.

-In a year of two several young men, who
at present show great promise, should be
very useful to us. Within three years they
should be quite competent.
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Mr. Davy: Do yo. say all these- appoint-
neuts are made by the Public Service Cvmi-
'Missioner?

The MINISTER FUR WORKS: Yes, oin
:1we recommendation of the Engineer-in-
Dhiet'. Applications are invited by the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner and are referred
by him to the Engineer-in-Chief for his
o)pinion and almost invariably the Public
Service Commissioner accepts the recoin-
muendation tof the Engineer-in-Chief. Then
the names of the officers selected are passed
in to the Exeutive Council, with the Miin-
ister's endursenwent, for appointment. [How-
over, it is left entirely to the Public Service
Comimissioner but, of course, he always seeks
Ilic advice of the Engineer- in-Chief. As
the Public Service Commissioner is not a
professional man, he wrould naturally adopt
that course. The papers and credentials of
the applicants are carefully examined. The
new mant appointed in conneetion with the
ra iIwayv construction branch has papers
that are particularly good, mnore especially
in connection w ith bridge work. When in
Melbourne recently, we heard him highly re-
commended. We have engaged him to come
to Western Australia. Hie has been an en-
gineer in charge of operations in Qippsland.
We had at look at some of his work and I
am sure that with the experience he gained
iii the wet areas of Victoria, he wvill prove
a valuable officer in connection with our
work in the wet South-West. The moment
his name was mentioned, the Chief Engineer
in the Commonwealth Public Service told
us we should not look any further, hut to
get hold of the officer at once. We travelled
over a road be built, known as the Prince's
Highway, which extends right through to
the lakes entrance- The road is constructed
of gravel, hut it is a very fine one indeed.
Considering the portion of Victoria through
which it travels and the heavy rains axper-
ienced there, it had stood uip very well and
was in a far different condition fromn the
road between Perth andl Bunbury. The
work of constructing- the Prince's Highway
occupied only 18 months. As I have already
indicated, we appointed that officer, and he
-will he here early in the New Year. We
also bad to engage a designer and drafts-
mn, and one officer wa strongly recom-
mended to us by the board, the members of
which regretted exceedingly to lose his ser-
vices. In fact, they told us that we had
heen selecting the best men in the office.
The drafting staff has been short and also

the surveying staff. As a matter of fact
many of the roads in Western Australia
have to -be re-located. For instance, the
road from here to Geraidlon has never been
surveyed in many parts.

Mr. Thomson-, They merely followed the
old bush track.

The MINISTER FOIR WORKS: We
have secured the services of all the surveyors
we can get and have sent them out into the
field. Before we can get to work, many of
the roads, particularly the main roads, will
have to be surveyed and. levelN taken. The
first work to be dealt with in the South-
West will consist of drainage operations.
'fle drafting room has been working over-
time for many months owing to the shortage
of draftsmen. We have secured the services
of a few young meii from the University
recently, and they hare appreciably relieved
the pressure. The staff is doing splendid
work and we are training a number of young
men and giving them all the assistance pos-
sible. Capable young engineers between 25
and 30) years of age, who have been trained
in the department, have just been put en
to responsible jobs, although they have not
hadi any outside experience at all, I am en-
couraging those officers to visit the
bigger works in thle Eastern States.
When they apply for their annual leave I
arrange for them to visit such big works as
the Humne Reservoir, the O'Shannessy and
the Maronndah Dams. I made arrangements
for expenses and so forth for them, and
allow them to stay on the works for some
little timne. When they return, each of the
officers submits a report. I propose to con-
tinue that policy and to give these young
men an opportunity to gain experience, thus
helping them to snake good in the engineer-
iig 'work they will be asked to undertake in
this State. In all probability I will extend
that policy. I shall probably send some of
the officers to the Eastern States in order
to enable them to secure a good grip of road
construction. That will help them to become
familiar with the latest developments, an4l
in order to secure that end I shall probably-
allow them to remain 'with engineers in
charge of big works in the Eastern State%
for a month or more. That will enable them
to he more confident when they tackle their
Jobs here.

Mr. Griffiths: That is a very wise move.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Natur-
ally the activities of the Works Department
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come up for disausbion under the Loan Esti-
mates, and those before the Committee now
relate more to questions of staff than other-
wise.

MR. THOMSON (Katauning) [1.51: In
explanation I would like to say that I rose
to my feet at an earlier stage, because, un-
fortunately, the Chairman of Committees ap-
parently feels he has a duty to perform, and
once he declares the "ayes have it," that ends
the discussion, and we cannot have the bene-
fit of a general statement by the Minister.
1 am indeed pleased that the Minister has
furnished so interesting an explanation, par-
ticularly regarding matters of reorganisation.
No doubt we have been suffering from dis-
abilities arising out of the war period, and
it is a matter of great regret that we are
not able to fill vacancies by appointing young
men who have received their training in this
State. T commend the Minister upon his
policy of sending young engineers to the
Eastern States in order t( extend their
knowledge and experience. While that
course will prove of great educational
and practical value to the officers, the ex-
perience gained will also be of advantage.
to the State. The action the Minister has
taken in that direction must commend itself
to members generally. The Minister referred
to the number of older officers who were re-
tiring T hope the Government will extend
to those officers fair consideration in recog-
nition of the many years' service they havo
rendered to the State. Prior to entering
Parliament T had considerable experience
with the architectural branch of the Public
Works Department, more particularly with
the district supervisors. I know of no other
body of men that has given the Government
better service. It has always seemed to me
that the field officers should receive greater
consideration than has been extended to them
in the past. At times considerable dissatis-
faction has been apparent. They have to go
into the country areas, and at least 99 per
cent. of the officers do their duty faithfully
and well. 'Many of them are practically de-
barred from enjoying any home life or the
comforts of large offices. I hope that the
quecttion of extending greater consideration
to those men will have the attention of the
flovernment. Mfen who have occupied posi-
tions as district supervisors for years should
be favourably treated when their pensions
or retiring allowances are c~onsidered. They

should be treated with the greatest generos-
ity possible in view of the conditions under
which they have laboured for so long. It
should be remembered that officers engaged
in the pioneering work did not have the
facilities that exist to-day. They had to do
their work upwards of 20 years Ago without
the benefit of motor cars, wireless and other
facilities. Certainly, as the Minister has
pointed out, we are dealing exclusively with
the salaried staff. It is amazing the amount
of money being expended on Federal aid
roads, and even on group settlement. It
shows, it was essential to get a proper organ-
isation going. I hope the Main Roads Board
are taking into consideration the recondition-
ing of the Perth-Albany-road. A little work
is being done at the Albany end, hut other
portions need considerable attention. If it
he possible to recondition the road and get
it suitable for motor transport during the
coming holiday season, there will be many
thanksgivings offered; for the condition of
the road at present is simply appalling.

The Minister for Works: Would you be-
lieve that we had men ready to start work
on the road between here and Bunbury, and
that the Murray Road Board objected to our
doing the work 7

Mr. THOMSON: However, the depart-
ment is one of the most important in the
State, and I can say we have in it some very
good officers.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [1.12]: The
Brookton-Armadale railway has been re-
ferred to, but I take it provision for that
will be made on the Loan Estimate-.. I do
not know whether the Minister's attention
has been called to the road bridge at Guild-
ford. There is in it a marked depression.

The Minister for Works: I have that
uinder consideration.

Mr. SAM1PSON: It certainly appears to
be subsiding. Then there is the question of
approaches to properties from main roads
constructed by the old roads and bridges
branch. I do niot know what attitude the
Main Roads Board takes up on that ques-
tion. When roads are constructed after the
levels have bean taken, the entrance,, tot cer-
tain properties are cut off. I should be -lad if
the Mfinister would tell us whether ii is pro-
posed to give considerntion to existing ap-
proacehec and w'hether it is intended that,
where the entrance to a property existed b --
fore the co~rcion of the road, the wvork
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of construction wilt include the entrance to
the property. Otherwise, the owner might
find himself cut off from his own home. I
know that in one instance no consideration
was given to this. However, there may have
been an alteration iS policy since then. The
construction of the Perth-Armadale-road
bas met with the approval of 99 per cent.
of the people, hut already there are in cer-
tain sections of the road definite signs oil
corrugation. Much of the road has been
well constructed, but I fear it will not stand
up to the traffic , unless it be tar-paved. If
it be possible to tar-pave the road, its life
will he considerably prolonged.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCallum-South Frmnantte-in reply)
[1.17]:- It is intended to put a bituminous
dressing on the road, right through to Ar-
inadale. The plant was to have arrived from
Melbourne to-day. The bitumen work could
not be done in wet weather, so the road, bay-
ing been made, was allowed to set. Unader
this system it will give a far better suirface
for the bitumen. The work will now be car-
ried to its conclusion. The section of the
moad that the Canning Road Board insisted
upon doing themselves will have to be
widened, flowerer, it will suffice for a little
while. It is proposed to tackle the worst
parts of the road first, that is, taking the
road right through. Those parts that are
sufficient to carry the traffic will be left un-
til the had patches have heen attended to.

Mr. Sampson:- I understand that some
American authorities are opposed to bitu-
minous -roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; Noth-
ing of the sorL. It was declared at the con-
ference in Melbourne that bitumen was go-
ing to he the order of the day, and parti-
eularly the penetration system, sneb as is
to he seen at Victoria Park. As to the ap-
proaches to properties, Mr. Tindale has
talked over that question with me, and in
every instance the approach will be atten-
ded to.

Item, Rottuest Jetty, £50):
Mr. SLEEMAN: Three or four years ago

it was recooenised that a new jetty was re-
quired at Rottniest, and £5,000 was placed
on the Estimates for dredging a now land-
ing place. When that £5,000 was% qpent the
work .was stopped, and in answer to ques-

tionsi asked by me in the House, it was
stated that the department wvere waiting to
see whether the channel would silt up. I
now understand that silting is no longer
teared. During thLe next few months thous-
ands of people will visit the island and will
bave to pass over a jetty that is highly dan-
gerous.

Mr. Sampson: That will be provided for
in the Loan E~stimates.

Mr. SLEEMvIN: I am speaking of the
item of £50 for repairing and strengthening
Rottncst jetty.

The Minisier for Works: The matter you
refer to does not come under this item.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If there is no chance
of getting a new landing place built, I
should like to know whether more money
vannot be made available for this work.

Hon. G. Taylor: A. sum of £4921 was
spent on Reilnest jetty last year.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It was wasted. The
jetty is as dtngeras as ever it was. Al-
ready £C5,000 has been thrown away, and
Unfortunately the work has been stopped.

The Minister for Works: That matter
comes tinder !oatn, and not under this vote.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the £50 for!
The 'Minister for Works: Repairs.
Mr. SLEEMAAN: Wh"at is the use of the

Government spending £50 to repair and
strengthen the jetty if they intend to put
an item for a new jetty on the Loan Esti-
mnates?

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Labour, £%958-o greed to.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolution reported.

BILL-RESERVES (NO. 2).
Returned from the Council -without

amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES--STATE TRAD-
ING OONOERHS.
4s to Conzsideration.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. McCall u n-S auth Fremantle) [1.233 I
move-

That consideration of the State Trading
Concerns Estimates be madle an order of the
day for the next sitting.
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Hon. G. Taylor; On a point of order .
the Eatima"~ of the State Trading Con-
cerns are laid on the Table in accordance
with a provk ion of the State Trading Con-
t'erns Act. 1I do not know what advantage
accrues from our discussing them. I do not
know whether it was intended that they
should be dnecussed. The Act merdly says
that the Estimates shall be laid on the Table.
We have been in the habit of discussing
them, but I have an idea that that procedure
is out of order, although it has been fol-
lowed for some years.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member may
raise rhe poinc when the State Trading Con-
cerns Estimates are about to be considered.

Mr. Taylor: I do not wish to raise the
point.

Question p'ut and passed.

House odjor~nwd at 1.25 uam. (Wednesday).

1cgtslatt've Council,
ll'edilesday, 17th November, 1926.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GBEfRAL'S REPORT.

The PRESIDENT: I have received from
the Auditor General a copy of Public Ac-
counts for the year ended 30th June, 1026,
together with the Auditor General's -report
thereon. I shall place both reports on the
Table.

BILL-LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Chief Secretary and
read a first time.

BILL--STATE INSURANCE.

Recommittal.

OSn motion by lion. H. Seddon, Bill re-
commtitted for the purpose of reconsidering
Clause 2; Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-Definition:

Hon. 11. SEDDON: As this clause now
standsI the definition of "workers' compensa-
tion insurance business" is so wide that I am
afraid Mr. Potter, who moved the amendment
to the definition, wvill not achieve his object
and the measure will be rendered unwork-
able. Reference is made to metalliferous
'nines. There is no definition in the Bill to
show what these are; n~or is there any defi-
nition of such mines contained either in the
Mining Act, 1904, or the Mines Regulation
Act, 1006. In the absence of such a defini-
tion the whole position will be complicated
and rendered ambiguous. In the event of
litigaBtion arising, a very difficult situation
would he set up. Before we go any further
we should have a definition of the term "met-
alliferous mine" inserted in the Bill. Ac-
cording- to Webster's dictionary, a metallif-
erous Mine Means "a term applied to a mine
producinz metals or yielding metals." The
definition of metals is capable of various in-
terpretations. Base metals refer to any oxi-
disable metals such as iron and lead. There
are also heavy metals such as gold, mercury,
platinum end silver. There are also other
metals such as sodium, lithium, calcium, and
aluminium. if so desired the Boyn Quarry
could be dlefined as a metalliferous mine, be-
cause there is calcium in the stone and cal-
ciumn is a metni. Coal contains a ertain
amouint of sunnide of iron, and as iron is a
metal the Collie coal mines could also be
included. Members will see what has oc-
4-Urred through the passingZ of this am end-
muent, and through the omission of a defini-
tion of the term "metalliferous mine." An-
other di-,vrenancev arises under the amend-
ment. Mr. Potter's intention was to restrict
the operalhion of the Act to the mjninq in-
dulstrv. T take it he referred to what are
called metalliferous mines. The Government
have to take the risk in connection with dis-
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